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sin, and is full of large license and attractive promise to the lower sensu-
ous nature.

Sixth, Islain comes into conflict with the doctrinal teachings of Chris-
tianity just at those points whzre reason has its Lest vantage-ground in
opposition to faith, The doetrines which Islam nost strenuously opposes
and repudiates in Christianity arc confessedly the most profound mysterics
of the faith. They are the great problems over which Christianity hersch
has ever pendered with amazement and awe, and with reference to which
there has been the keenest discussion and the largest reserve even within
the ranks of professed believers. The Incarnation, the Divinity ot Chnst,
the Trinity, are all stumbling-blocks to the Moslem, and are looked upon
rather in the light of incredible cnigmas than sober truths.  The doctring
of the Cross, and, in fact, the whole conception of atonement, is to his
mind a needless vagary.  Divine mercy, in his view, is sufficiently ample
to act freely and promptly in the case of all Moslems without the mys-
terious mediation of a vicarious sacrifice. That the Incarnate Christ
should die upon the cross as a sacrifice for the sins of men is to his mind
an absurdity which borders upon blasphemy. Tt is in vain to attempt 1o
solve these mysteries by a refined theory of Christ’s exalted personality
with its two natures in onc person. It is to his mind simply unfathon-
able, and he dismisses the whole subject of Christ’s unique position aul
work as taught in the Bible, with a fecling of impaticncee, as only one of
many Christian superstitions.

The Moslem objects also to Christian mworality, and regards it asan
impracticable ideal, which he never found worthily exemplified i all the
Christianity he cver knew anything about. Unfortunately the cthical
standards aud the constant practice of a large part of the Christian laiy
and the Christian priesthood of all ranks in the Orient is a sad contirmg-
tion of his theory that Christianity is a shabby picee of hypoerisy, impos.
sible in doctrine, and in practice a shallow sham. It should not be forget-
ten in this comnection that this protest of Islam has been against Mariol-
atry and the travesties of apostate Christianity rather than the duetrines
of the pure Gospel.

As we measure the resources and the natural advantages of Mobin-
medanism in its appeal to the average consciousness of the unregencrate,
untaught humanity of the Orient, sv susceptible to spectacular impressions,
are we not prepared to recognize that Christianity has in Islan no ordinary
fue to contend with 2 It is one of Satan’s masterpicees as a weapon of
opposition to the Gospel. In its historic genesis it reveals the strategie
genius and the masterful resources of Satan, and it stands to-day in human
listory as one of the most successful campaigns of the Arch Enemy against
the religion of Jesus Christ. It holds in its grasp at the present time over
200,000,000 of our human race, and its strongholds throughout the woril
are to a large extent practically inaccessible to the Christian missionary.

There are several features in the status of Islam at the present day




