2 THE COLUMBIAN EXPUSITION AT CHICAGO. [Tauuary
As to the Parlizent of Religions—of which especially this paper treats
—there was something thrilling about the conception of gathering into one
fraterna] assembly the representatives of the various religious faiths of
mankind, and hushing all discordancies in one universal harmony.  Charity
scemed to have come down from heaven to sit upon her throne and sway
all hearts ; and yet, as to the utility of such a parlinment, there were in
many minds grave doubts which ceveats have not dissipated.  Of course in
an open field, with a fair showing, Christianity has nothing to fear from
competition with auy other so-called ** religions ;** but such x parliament
leaves on the popnlar mind impressivns which are misleading and mis-
chievous. Superficial peeple natvrally infer that, as all the great religious
systems of the world claim to have their * sacred books,™ and ¢ sacred
persons,”” and most of them: their *“ iucarnations,” it is simplyv a matter of
comparison and corapetition whether or not Christianity shall, in the race
for the prize, come out ahead ! There is, in the concession of a common
platform—to which Bralunans and Duddhists, Confucianists and Taoists,
Parsces and Shinteoists, and representatives of every other type of re-
ligions doctrine and practice arc admitted upon an equality—something
which looks very like the virtual alandonment of the position held for cen-
turies by the evangelical disciple, that there is lmt anc divine refigion, and
that so unique as to defy all comparison or competition.
On the same platform. in the il of Columbus, were to be scen Chris-
tians of cvery namec—Roman Catholic and Greek Church dignitaries, as
well as leading Protestants of all denominatiors : thecsophists and mate-
rialists and dcists, as well as theists ; followers of every ereed, however
sublime or ahsnrd—a great thranz all gathered in one hall ana rejoicing
in the unity of their diversity, and that all-embracing boud of “ charity.”
It was pronounced a ** wondcrful and impressive sight,” even by the un-
impressible newspaper reporters ! Cardina! Ginbons delivered an invoca-
tory prayer, and addresses followed from a Iresbyterian * president,” a
TUniversalist female preaciicr, and a Roman Catholic archbishep ; and
cverybody was suppased to be happy because the millenninm of ¢ peace
on carth and good vill amonz men'™ was at last inaugurated ! Ilere, for
seventeen dzys, thow whe «lory in the ** universal Fatherhood of God and
:tbc universal brotherhued of man,™ and the universal affinity of ail re-
ngious faiths and cults, sat down together at their baugquet of Juve.  Ae-
vording to the conditions of the Parliament, the principles of each faith
were to be sct forth by special advocates, without reply, rejoinder, con.
Lroversy, comparison, or any form of counter attack. so that, as cvery
mouth was wuzrded, there was o room on that nlatform even for the
exposure °f. crror, saphistry, fallicy. or cven falschood. Such refutation
must find its epportunity and facility outside the Patdiament, if at all.
No wonder if that competent and ciltured Arabic scholar. Dr. George E.
Po‘t’_ of Syria, when ke heand false statements made a5 to the teaching of
the Karmn, coull naot Leep silenee, tut hroke theough restraint and started




