1890.]

that the suggestion is a sound one, I hope you
will elaburate it, and press it on the considera-
tivn of the whole church.

We want not centralization, but diffusion,
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put 1t nuldly, a dishke for foreiguars.  Perhaps
not one 1n o hundred of thew, through the
interior, has cver seen a foreigner. If e
prejudices allow them to listen at all to vur

in the working out of the of missi
Yours faithfully, .
J. V. WaHITE MILLAR.

United States,
WIAT 1S IT TO EVANGELIZE A PEOPLE ?
Minneapolis, Feb. 22, 1650,

Dear Enitors-Allow me to call attention
to wtat seemsto be a misconception in Rev. J.
Hudson Taylor's article, * To Every Creature,™
which appearedin the February numberof the
Alisstovary Review. Mre Taylor shows how
one thousand evangelists, preaching to an
average of fifty families a day, could in three
years' time reach every creature in China.
But to any one who is at all acquainted with
the practical work of preaching the gospel in
2 heathen land, the question at once occurs:
“What is meant by ‘reaching cvery crea-
ture® £ 1sit to tell over to them, one group
after another, the gospel story, regardless of
whether they understand it and take it into
their minds ornot; and when you have finished
with one group, passon to the next, and say
that the work is done? This mcthod has
been tried in some cases, aud if this is all
that is meant, it might, perhaps, be ad-
mitted that Mr. Taylor's proposition is not
quite beyond the bounds of possibility. But
is this what our Saviour mecant when he
commanded us to preach the gospel to every
sreaturc Y  Or did e not rather incan that we
should give to men a sufficiently intelligible
idea of the way of salvation through Him, to
cnable them to believe on Him as their
Saviour? If thislatter be truc, as I think no
one who retlects for & moment will hesitate
1o admit, then Mr. Taylor's plan would hardly
do.

We must remember that we are preaching
to heathen audiences. Most of them have, to

ge, it 15, at the best. with w divided
attention, A missionary may be cougratu-
lating lumself on the Jlnge g'tention of his
audience, only to find sciome e gets through,
fromn some remardt urother, that the attestion
was given to some peculiarity of his personal
appearance or ¢~ his speech, rather than to
the truth *hat he was uttering.  Again, these
people “iave paver heard one word of this
gospel. an how many cases could you expect,
m ane houe's ting =3 longer average than Mr.
Taylor 3 plan woum wilow—to get themn to
grasp enough 62 1he trith to become believers
in Christ ¥ is not the listory of all mission
work, ¢ipxcioly in s egrlier stages, a suffi-
cient aneer o tha question ?

A .qaer copeeption, as 1 think, of what it is
to evaugunze & people, is presented in the
enclosed Articke from the Standard of January
23 (publisked w1 Chicago), an article written
by onc whe has been a missionary to the
Chines2 for neany foity years.®

I ha-¢ felt the o impelled to write,
because, a8 1 most glacly ackuowledge, Nr.
Taylor has been honored of God in accom-
plishing much 1~ the work of the gospel in
China. What he writes is widely ~zad and
carries great weight.  The more reason then
{0 guard against misconception in a matter of
S0 great importance.

In closing, let me say that I greatiy enjoy
tho MissioNary REVIEW, which is deing such
good scrvice in extending and decpemng the
interest in the supremely importent work of
world-wide cvangelization.

Sincerly yours,
Wiz AsioRs, Jin

* This arlicle is too long to quote here. It
treats the subject with finnuess and diserimi-

naton. Possibly we may fiad space foritia a
future number. —~Ens
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Missionary Comity.*
BY BISHOP J. M. THOBURN, D.D., BOM-
BAY, INDIA.

That it is desimble to maintain
friendly and fratemal relations among
missionaries of all churches and so-
cictics, will be conceded by every one.
That unfortunate differcrices some-
Hmes arise in the mission ficld, will

* Thisarticle was prepaned by reqiiest of ke
Calcutta Missionary Conference, but was not
Tead owving to & postponcment of the time ap
mtcd. 1n the meantime, the manuscript had

promised for publication, and mention of
the fact having heen widely madein the papers
and many inquirics h:xvini: been madeabout it,
the writerhas not felt at liberty to withhold it
longer from the pubiic. .M. T.

also have to be conceded, and if any-
thing can b done to lessen these differ-
ences, and to promote fraternal good
feeling. and as faras passible, fraternal
co-aperation. by all means let it He
trim%. Bu* we must not forget, whas
mast persar- vho discuss this subiect
do seem to farget, that the questions
invalved are by no means new, and
that a general line of policy has been
followed in all the great missien ficlds
of the world, without, howerver, secur-
ing theem of fraternal harmony which
many think possible, if not absolutely
necesary tosuccess. At rare intervals
a new proposl may have been made,
but in the main the discussion is car-



