
156.Pray for our Students.

lent upon the subject---dit point out no special qualifications-reason it-self
would clearly enough iiîdieate what these ought to be. But happily soripture
îs explicit upon the point. *In Paul's epistie to Tiniothy, the whole are lad
flzlly before us. Wc sce from the injunetions there given, that they must be
men of great, exemplary piety. Theýy are or slîould be blameless-having
a good report of them that are without,-and elsewhere as ensamples to, the
flock. They muust be men of wisdom and disoretion, knowing well haw to
rule their own houses; and this; is taken as a proof thnat they will be able to
take care of the churcli of God.

They must also be men of knowledg e; withi a tact for teaclîing. They are
ta, be Ilapt ta teacli"; or, as elsewhcre, Ilable to teacli others also." No doubt
the ability to teacli implies the possession af what is usually styled general
knowledge . But miore than this is implied, even the experimental knowledge
of Christianity. There is a knowledge whicli is requisite for the minister,
mlîich the enlightening influence of the NIoly Spirit alone eau enaàble him to
obtain. ý

Aptitude to teachi includes not only the possession of knowvledge, but also,
the tact of comînunieating that knowledg,,e ta others. It is truc that in what-
,ever way the sced may be sown it is God atone wha eau give thc inereaSe ;
biit stili, no one wvill turn lus attention to, the fact for a few moments without
perceiving Iîow- muclu depends upon the manner in whielu truth, is communi-
*ated. "They so spake that a great multitude believed." This holds gaod
with regard ta trutlî in general; and is especially true of the great traths; of
Christianity. God, in communicating the knawledge of salvation ta ignorant
mari, bas adopted natural means: and lie bias; been pleased ta bless certain
means ratiier than others. We sec this fact elearly cxemplified in the case
,of sueh mcn as Edwards, Whitefield, Wesley, etc. Is it said that these men
were, but instruments? So thcy were; and this is the very faet to, whieh 1
wish ta eaUl attention. God prepared these men. Let us pray that Godi
~may raise up many sucli from among our students. I may mention another
qualification-that of faiLli. They certainly, abave ail men, need to, be men
of faith-going forth sowing the sced, not knowingr whether shall prasper this
or tlîat, yet believing God's promise that luis word shall fot return unto him
void. They nced to have this faith that they may flot be easily east down
with the difficulties of their work. It wvas because Paul could say, I knaw
whomn I have believed, and amn pcrsuaded that lie is able to keep that wldch.
I have committed to lis care against that day, that lie was enabled clicerfully
ta go even ta prison and to, deathi for the sake of Christ. It was by taking
urito themn tie shield of faith tluat; Luther ani the ottuer refarmers were en-
abled ta quenck ail the fiery darts of the wicked ane, and to stand strong and
overcome in the strengthi of tlic iglit of Jehuovali. Paul tells Timothy the
things wluich. lue hiad heard of lîim lie wvas ta commit tafaitliful men. What-
ever aLlier mneaningy may be attached to tue word faitliful, it certainly includes
the faiti of whieh, we speak-encouragemnent and strength fromn reliance on
G-od. Wliat great importance is attaclîed ta, faithiby Paul iu ail his episties;
«ind hioi- fiîuely doos lie exliibit its wvorking(,s by rcferritg ta Uic prophesan
men of whomn the world wvas flot worthy.

Tiiese, are a few af tue qualifications of a Chiristiani minister. Space lias
prevented us froin expatiating upon then. They axe qualifications wliich
God alone ean bestow; and wve have luis promise that if we ask we shait re-
ceive them. If the cliarclu lacks men full of the spirit af their office> ta wliat
are we ta ascribe iL but to, the, negilct of prayer. If we wish ta, have aur
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