VOL. 1.

" WOLFVILLE, N, §, DECEABER, 1874,

No. 2

.

Original Poetrp:

THE DEAD YEAR.
8ink quict sunsets of tho autumn tine;
Fall, golden leaflots o your leafy bed §

Lameat the glory of the summer prime,
‘Yo mournful breezes, for tho year is dead,

The poplars, sisters soven, by the brook
Cast leaner shadows in the westeripg gleam,
And stoop with saddonod murmur.as thoy leok
Upon their faded beaunty in the stream.

The throatle, lost.within the silent doep
Of thick drown woods, hath hid bimself away,
The lavrock lulls himself -inth. a sleep,
A dreaming of his blue skies in the May.
Tho guict silenco of tho voiceless lanés,
Tho scorsr deopping focterealy:beg;- - -
Tho redder sunsef on tho cottage pancs,
AM sadly-tell vs that $he year is dead.

The £clds are tenantless—I hear no more

Tho gay green cricket chirping in tho grass,
Bat just tho wet winds sighing overmore
A roquiem o the dead year as they pass,

Yet thero s something beautifal withal,
- When wearied Naturo yields her ash soft-

breath, )
" And’I tho rich decay of wutmun fall
Breathes fragracce, ovanin tho dow of death.

REETORICAL EXHIBITION,

Ox Thursdsy ovening, the 17th inst,
the Sophomore Class favored tho public
‘with theiranniial - Rhetorical Exhibition.
We aro happy td xeport that it was in
overy respect o decided sucress, and ro-
flected honot npon tho speakers.

“The stndents assembled, as 33 their
custom, in the vestry of the chusch wear
ing their Coilegs costume, thence they
marched in regalar order to the bdy of
the houst which wag well filled with un
attentive audience.  The -oveming was
very favorsble indoad, wnd the people
tired of poiitical oxcitement and party
clamor, flocked in-to arjoy tho literary
troat usudl at this scason of the year
We think we can safely say, that'no pex
son possassed of any inlellectnal dhpa
bilities could possibly be disappointed.
The vxercises of the ovening wero nbly
dapducied and’ their -ondex 2well ananged.

-

The music intorspersed between tha s

| says.was.highly creditable. As-it would

be impossible to add any foree to the
suveral Essays Ly any remarks that might
bo made nupon them wo will say no mare ;

{ but.insert a copy of the Piog'mmme and

also one ot the Essays, as' a sample
which we think il speak for itselfl
At the closo of tlio oxercises the vener-
alle Dr. Crawley addressed the audience
by a theroughly instractive bat humorous
speoch, directing his remarks inore par-
ticularly to the Sophomoro Class, giving
encourngement to, as well as praising
those who wer striving for excellence i
the literary world.
. PROGRADE
Voluntary ; Prayer; Music.

Essays by Sophomors Class,—A Riftin

the Cloud, G. A. Smith, BrookRicld;

{ Mausic, G. 8, Treeman, Miltén.

- Musie,*

Laws-and Caprices of Literature, €. A.

Cook, Milton:; The Equipoiso.of Nature,
S. A. Burnaby, Brookfield.
Music.
A Commen {nheritance, B. P. Skafner,

| Williamston'; Scylla and Charybdis,

P. W. Campbell, St. Goorge, N. B;
%ho;{g}it Gerns, -J. Goodwin, St John,

Music; Addresses; Notional Anthem.
ESSAY.—SOTLLA AND (HARYEDIS.

In tho.poems of Homer, espocially the:

Odyssoy, cnt mention is made of two
‘natural obiects sitnated iu the Stmits,

Jbetween Italy and tho Island of Sicily;.

—the one a boiling, framing whisl-
'pool, tho other a reef of rocks directly
-oppesite. Tho whirlpool Was ealled

:Churybdis, tho roeck Seylla.  In thoso:

-carly times whonthoides of tho Marinet’s
‘Compass yet lay enveloped in the folds of
futurity ; \hen the timid. sailor hugyed
<closa'$o ‘the shore, while he vast otan
stretehod: ont boyond, unexplored antd-un-
¥mown, it wounld happen as a natural
gonsequence $had-objects-of dadger would
bo greatly exaggorated  Henco it is thas
‘the poets of oady times have related

marrellons stories concerning ‘them, so-

that it:passed into a sayinz, *Ho that
‘would-avoid Charyldis 3s dashed upen,

Scylle.” With the lapse of nearly thirty
centuries hr.7¢ "away tho ignorauce
and superstition. of Homeric titges, and
that which possessed such terrors for the
timid marinet of threo thousand ycars
ago, is passed by the sailor of the 19th
century after Christ without a-fear.

But the xhirlpool, the rocky ledge, and
the narrow strait befween, liko overy
strikiug ovbjectwf nature, seurn emirently
‘suggestive. »Wo speak of tho-tossing and
ndling of the ocean as symbulising the
rovolutions and ¢commotions amung men.
As the one by its continual heaving keeps
its walers pure, 50 great imovements
amoag men-purify society. . :

FWe spask of lifa as the grass- that

1 witheratl., The church Is represenfed as

sun, and terrible as anprmy withbanners.”
Tt is thus a natural tendency of the
human mind to compare the moral and
intellectusl, operetions of men to the
workings.and processes’ of nature,, Wo
can only have.a well defined: idea of 1ho
immaterial by similifudeg derived from
tho maferial. Wo find the cause whers

wo only know tho- effect, by compaxing -

that effeet with some analogous result of
which wo know the cause. ~In ‘other
words, having thres terms given of the
Antellectual proportion w2 may find tha
Jourth, - . - . . ..
- The avoiding of Charybdis and th

consequent; destruction upon Scylla sug-
gest tho idea of extremes, which indi-
vidaals and nations shunning on.the one
hand, are ever prons to run into on the
othex. There.isa ling, o course,direct,
daugers 210 .on the right hopd and on the
left, but thesowho have the compassof
undeviating truth, follow it safddy smgd
surely. Few possess it, however, o
paseessing ki.ow how'to guids theirway
by it ﬁcn rush from one extreme 70
tho other,sud why3 Ther arcin.scarch
-of frath, bab they are often allured hy
-the shadow, and lose tho substance. Tho

Hinsdl often glitders moro than thefing

guld. ¥rom crror in defect the trangition
‘i3 eagy to oreor i oxcess. It is-a-matter
bordering on the impossible to.kesp tho
:golden mean. It is truo that trath-lies to
‘some oxtent in tho uxtremes, but like the
sun’s rays at tho Poles, it is scarcoly per
“ceptidle,.aud a3 the.sun shines-in bis full



