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of their work. The man who puts
out a fire with a few shovelfuls of
earth or with what water he can
carry in his hat, may be performing
a greater serviee than one who, by

éo;ixbatfi;é “
Forest Fires

Constant Patrol the Only Effec- | fuilure 1o take sueh pre
tual Means During Danger
P

sures, is compelled to orga
large gang of fire-fighters to e
a conflagration. The ranger, who,
The primitive method of com- by his influenee in the distriet, can
batting forest fires is to wait until |*eure the eo-operation of the set-
the fire assumes alarming |u'n|mrr"_h'r“‘ ""'"'I"".“ ""}I';'”'"" "" "'“‘"
tions, endangering life and pru-"”'l “"' ."""""“ €5 SN, WAy save
perty, and then to organize a fire. |4 08 Job, but he is of more vl
"Kllil'l[ force to try to put it out, fo the country "“"', he who, by 'f"l'
Unfortunately this system, or lack 1€ to attend to his patrol "".“""'
of system, still |>n-\'.ni|n in many ™ obliged to work day and night
parts of Canada. Too frequently, | fighting fires which need never have
these untrained volunteer fire-fight- | r"m.'h"d such '"“'m"'m"ﬁ‘ .
ers have actually assisted the spread | ‘\"_' all fires oy il prevented ;
of the fire by indiscriminate back- |40y are started by lightning, and
firing. Un or the hest of p Woseind others from eauses which are pure-
stances, the chances of extinguish-
ing a large forest fire by human  ———o
efforts alone¢ arve small. In many

ly aceidental. These must be n'uin-k».

Benefits of
Fresh Air

Proper Ventilation Essential
to Good Health and

Efficiency

Fresh air is one of our unlimited
natural resources, available at all
seasons and at all hours, It is es-
sential to life and good health. Of

Years more attention has

paid to its beneficent influ-

ence in this regard, but far too
many people regard fresh air as a
means for the cure of such diseases
as puneumonia and tuberculosis; it
is not adequately recognized as the
greatest disease preventive known.

Nature has done her part in sup-

cases, the best that can he hoped
for is that the fire may be checked
until assistance comes in the form
of rain.

As has been said by a woodsman, |
whose nationality may be inferred,
““The time to put out a fire is he-
fore it starts.”” The value of con-
stant patrol of the forests during
the dangerous period is hecoming
more fully appreciated every year,
The organizations entrusted with

be the only year that
practised.
when the war will end,

is being regenerated.

Canadians should not consider that 1917 will
There is no knowing at this date

ended there will be urgent need for Canada’s
surplus of food for many months while Europe

rigid economies must be

and even after it has

the protection of the forests, such
as the Dominion and Provineial for-
est services, and the rative |y deteeted and put out whi
fire protective associations in Que- cipient.  Constant vigilanee
hee, are all devoting their main price of suceess in fire protection.
efforts towards efficient patrol. The R.D.C.

establishment of look-out stations
for the detection of fires, and the
installation of telephones and sig- |
nal systems by means of which the |
location of fires may be promptly

Save the Rags

in- | plying pure air. Wherever the op-
the

portunity is afforded, the air is con-
| tinually changing by natural meth-
|ods.  Man, however, has rendered
this effort of nature largely nuga-
tory by building homes, factories
and offices almost air-tight, in
which the air becomes stagnant and
unwhol The | is

Shortage of Wool I

reported, or assistance summoned, | for this Waste

are component parts of the patrol
system.  The use of aeroplanes has | S b il oide
he xperimented with in Wiseon.| A serious shortage in wool exists,
sin for fire deteetion, but their util-  Almost all countries engaged in the
ity under ordinary cirenmstances, | war have taken over the wool sup-
especially as a substitute for other ply to provide for soldiers’ equip-
forms of patrol, Imlu not yet heen ment, while the United States
demonstrated. 1t is, however, to P il of Nationa! Defosss toassst
be anticipated that the applieation ' Ouneil of Aational Defense recent-
of aviation to fire deteetion may |1y took up with the elothing manu-
develop to a material extent with | facturers the matter of the saving
the return of aviators after the |of cloth by eliminating from the
war, and with the development of 1918 styles patch pockets, flaring

a smaller, slower and less expen-| .

. g v g OUse:

sive form of hydroplane or aero- [skirts, cuffs on coats and trousers,
cessary pleats and

plane. |ete,, and all um ssa

Thousands of dollars have been | frills. The Coun-il is also advo-
spent annually throughout the Do. | cating the more general mixing of
minion in fighting fires, whieh |cotton with wool and the more ex-
could have heen prevented hy the tended use of shoddy.
expenditure  of a comparatively | For this reason the old fashioned
small amount on patrol. By effi-| rag-bag should come into fashion.
cient patrol, damage from forest The day when rags were not of
fires can, to a very large extent, | sufficient value to warrant much
be prevented: while fire-fighting |attention being paid to them is past.
comes in after a considerable | To-day there is a heavy demand
amount of damage is done. As a|for woollen rags. Scarcity of new
protective measure, one dollar’s| wool has ereated an inereased mar-
worth of patrol may easily be worth | ket for shoddy materials, of which
a hundred dollars’ worth of fire-|woollen rags are the basis, and in:
fighting, creased prices are being paid for

Rangers should be impressed [this hitherto negleeted material.
with the importance of this phase | Save the rags.

that the oceupants, continuously
breathing the same air, rapidly be-
come drowsy and incapable of giv-
ing of their best efforts,

In the homes of our people,
greater use should be made of the
body-building fresh and pure air.
Rooms should be thoroughly venti-
lated and aired ; sleeping rooms es-
pecially require that the air be con-
tinuously changed. The easiest and

plish this is by the opening of win-
dows. A cross current of air be-
tween two windows gives the best
results; otherwise, a change of air
may be secured by lowering the
upper sash to permit the foul air
|to escape, and raising the lower one
{to admit the fresh air. Roll the
blind to the top to facilitate the
|exit of the impure air, or, if pulled
down, insert a few inches of net-
ting at the top of the blind.

Public health should be a pri-
|mary consideration. Pending the
[improvement of housing and living
conditions people ean do much to
secure greater health for them-
selves by making use of the open
:indow fo admit fresh and pure

r.

Present Fuel |
Situatio

Coal Should be Secured
Last all Next Winter

The

following

indicates 1
there will be a greater coal she 1,4

next winter than last, and 1),
fore we should arrange for ou: |
supply accordingly :

i

Great  Britain

000,000 tons of coal;

is  short

lacks even more ; the couling
A

i
lantie e

warships on
onst, the naval,

th

tie and industrial require:
i entranc
United States as a belligor
all mean that the coal pr

incident to the

tion must be

ereased,

. United States officials ant
pate that next fall there wil
demands
rolling stock as well as gros
diffieulty in handling the |

. The

unprecedented

duetion.
situation

that

United States companies |
placed an embargo on
going out of that country . :
the United States desires
keep coal ears in that cour
for any emergeney that |

nrise,

. The present rather aeute sh
age of conl in many quart
will not he helped by war ¢
ditions in the United Stat.s

5. Conl prices have generally
ereased, and, unless ther
Government regulation, 1)
will reach higher levels.

. The U. 8. G logical Sum

as
havi

well as ot

her

agene

knowledge of the fu

is urging all consumers of «
both large and small, to s
their winter’s fuel during |

summer months,

In 8o far as central and weste
Canada is coneerned, the situat
is intensified by the fact that owi
to the coal strike in the west «
200,000 tons has already beer |
from produetion this year; «
owing to the shortage of ship- s

the

great

demand  for
-| for the manufacture of munii

irol

much less coal than ordinaril, w
brought up the Great lake
year, 5o that there are pract ol
no supplies on hand.
From the above it is evident 1l

to be assured of our winter’

»

ply of coal, and, at the same ti

save

inconvenience

higher prices, we should hu) ¢
during the summer months b
ever and whenever it is avail: Hle
The Dominion Governme:
appointed a Fuel Controller 1 td

charge of the situation, and t|

G

dealer and householder ean s
by filling their bins now with suf
cient coal to last through the
winter. By so doing they wi
out conditions when the
;"uy congestion occurs next
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