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One of the miost tremnendous mnysteries

of the universe is the existence uf sin.
Its virulent evii is too lighitly regarded in
the easy-going evangelisîn of the tiiîaes.In the oriental races there seins to be
slighit consciousness of sin-cither in the
gcods or in their devotees. A thoughtful
study of tliis great mystery, of its guilt,
and punishrnent, wvill lead to clearer con-
ceptions of the love of God in its forgive-
ness throughi Jesus Christ our Lord.

Bishiop Foster's great work is no inere
repetition of stereotyped views. He doos
his own thinkingy witl striking freshincss
and originality. lie protests at the outset
agaiiist, the false conceptions which Mil-
ton and the puets and painters have gyiven
of the primitive condition of maakind in
a paradise of beauty, having a perfect
ecstasy of if e without care or trouble.
On the contrary lie affirmis "lthe world
where Adaîni was nmade and whiere lie
cominenced bis life wvas this, world as wue
find it to-day, excupt not beautified by
the touch of cultivation. There wvere
hilstormis and snowdrifts, floods and

eh uks pleaty aad fanmine, before
anatruakr first parents came. They
were made for this world ; for wvork and
bui and care ; fur an everyday existence,
aad flot for paiade. Adain was new, but
the world ivas old and just, as we find it.
To niake his w'ay thirough,,I it, wvhat isniecessary for us wvas necessary for i.
Hunger and want struck Iinii the first
day lie lived on earth. He needed clothes
and home as much as we do. Thc saine
law of labour bound hirn that binds us.
The common fortunes of humanity were
ià.1, its imminent liabilities and necessi-

ties e would grow old, his hair would
become g taff."]i ee ian i

orldnee ga sadlsf ysdnad.
Mnwscreated innocent, but that

doe o include tîxe liighest quality of
lioliness 'vhieli resuits from tIe resistance

4 of temptation and overcomning cvii. Tlîe
Jauthor confutes the Calvinistic theory of

Eodge and Shedd as to the nature of sin
and tIe inheritance of anlything like gfit,
fomn our first parent. The latter part of

the volume is devotedl to the discussion
of punishient, of sin, and incidentally to
theories of the atonemecnt. Thc subjcb,
however, is too large for review in a brief
book notice and will receive more cx-
tendcd treatment iii a future nuxuhber.
Bishap Fnster'.s views are not inconsist-
cnt with the Scriptural teaching tliat sin
brouhit a blighit upon nature and penal
consequences which througli hieredity the
whole race shares. e

Prom the JIiimcduayUs to the .Equator.
LcttcrS, Sicetches and .>ddrcsses, (3ieinl,
L'orne .dccoititt of a Tou in India and
IMalaysia. By Cyitus D>. Foss, D.D.,
LL. D., one of thc Bishops of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Cixurcli. Newv York:
Eatonl & Mainis. Toronto .W'illiam.
Briggs. Pp. 262. Price, $1.00.

The iiuis.sioaiary tours of tlîe Bishops of
thc ' âethodibt. Episcopal Churcli imnîiicas-
urably stirpass those of the first and
great iiissionary apostle of tIe Gentiles.
This book in its way is iîx spirit at con-
tinuation of the .Acts of the Aposties.
Bl3iop Foss, accoiiîpanied by tlîat de-
votcd friend of mîissions, Dr. Gouclier-,
made a w ide and intelligent inspection of
mission wvork in India and Malaysia.
The Bishop giv-es a graphic accounit of
the scelles wvhicli inipressed bis hiuart and.
mmiid. 0f tlîe people of India Ite says:
"No wvords of iaine cail cunvey any just,

sense of wvlmt 1 feit concerning the iiwa-
sureless and desperate degradation i0iicli
their heathienismn liad brought to hundreds
of millions of peop)le in this country; auor
of the zest and relisi wvitlx whiclî I turni
away fromn sueh scenes. "

Yet this dark field of heathienia is the
miost successful mission of tîme Metmofist
Dipiscopal Clurch. It lias now 77,963
communicants, ain increase, of tenfold in
eleven years. Thc closing chapter is a
bugle-caîl for a for- rd inovemeat in the>
cause of missions. Whiat is nleeded, says
thc Bishiop, is "1not so mudli an awakenl-
ing of India, but an awakening of Ailer-
ica to sone, adlequate sense of thc spica-
dour of lier prôsent opportunities for
swift advances in the conquest of the
hecatlien wvorld." TIc book contaiis
eighlteen admnirable pictures of striking
scenes in India, and portraits of Bishops.
Tlioburn and Foss, aîîd Dr. Goucler.


