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requires. WVo press this upon you flot merely because somethiig like a crisis lias arison in
the support of Home and Foreign Missions, but still more because we cannot duly honour
the Lord, nor onjoy the blessedness of true service, unless we shall consecrate both ouir-
selves and our substance to «"Rim rho loved us and gave Himself for us.

WM. CAVEN, Convefler.

1i388*1888.

0 branch ef the Churcli of Christ lias a
more s)lendid record cf endeavour,

endurance, and achievement than the Pros-
byterian Chitrcli. Two huudred. years ago
elie was brr>ken-hearted, lacerated, bleodingr
from every pore, atter long years cf relent-
less persecution. In Eng11land two thousand
of lier ininisters hiad beeu in one dai'k "'St.iBartholoniew's day," driven eut cf their
parishes, for conscience sake. ln IFrance
tliey were nearly exterminated-hundreds
cf thousands having been driven into exile;
and countless hosts siain, or impmisoned, or
sent to the hu1ký-treated, in facet, worsa
than the worst criminals. Indeed liardly
one liundred years have passed since Pres-
byteriar.s were hanged in France for their
faith. Lt is almost incredible; but the
tacts stand on the lurid pages of history.
In Austria and Hungary, ia Boheinia, in
the valleys cf the Alps, the sufferings cf
oui faiithtul people were terrible, lu *soma
instances the persecutor did bis Nvork se,
well that our churclies were, very nearly
exterminated. In Switzerlatid, in Holland,
in Prussia, the record is less disastrous;
there are tewer stains cf martyrs' blood.
But it is net te, be forgotten that it wvas
Preshyterian Holaand that drove back the
invading hosts cf Phulip ILI-that it was a
Preshyterian, 'William cf Orange, tint
humbled the autocratie pride cf Louis XIV.
and establislied a constitutional régime in
the United Kingdom.

Howevem mucl i ve niay regret the cern-
paratively little progress madec by oui
churcli for the liundred years after the Rie-
Volution, -,v need net be surprised at the
tact. A struggle for existence liad ivell-
nigli exhausted lier vitality. Sho needed
rest and she, in a measura, obtained it.
Stili, in the period te wvhich we refer, there
was prcgress. «We note its tread in Lreland,

and especially in Alnel.ica. It wvas thon
that the foundations of Presbyterianism
were laid on this broad continent.

Two hundred years ago tliere wvas only
one General Assembly of Preshyterians in
the ivorld-that of Scotland. Nowv ive have
Assemblies in Scotland and Ireland, in
Canada and the United States, and Aus.
tralia; and wve have stroîig " Syncds," in
xnany other quarters. Theni, oui nuimbers
were smnall, and our peoI)le poor from the
exactions of tyrants and traitors. Now we
nnmber in Scotland ovor 3,000 churches
,and ministers; and in Ireland, Wales and
Engyland about 1,500 mnore. On the con-
tinent of Europe ive have about 5,500
ministers and churches. In the United
States we have about 10,000 ministers and
churches. Iu the British colonies, where
Presbyterian influence has always been most
beneficent, wo have about 1,750 churclies
and 1,300 ministers. We have a grand
total of say 20,000 ministers and congrega-
tiens. Our ordained *missionaries te the
heathen number nearly 700. There is ne
continent, t'nere, is ne great group of islands,
there is ne British colony wliere the ini-
fluence ef Presbyterianism is not being be-
nignIy feit te-day. No people have shewn
a larger or purer public spirit; none have
exhibited a more generous catholicity of
feeling; nene are responding more liberally
te the cry for help that cornes frei heathen
lands. Our church has been intimately
associated with modemn progress; she is
neyer afraid ef any tmuth ef reason, or any
discovery of science. The Word of God is
lier weapon of defencei and dffence; and,
founded upon that word, lier faith cannet
be shaken.

The past of oui churcl, illustrious and
glorious though it lias been, is but a 1)re-
paration for lier future. She is extending
lier buneficent conquests at homne and
abroad ; and nothing but unfaithfulness te,
hem llead, and te lier own record, can mai
her progress. Lt bec.omes ail those wlio


