monise from the paseage of Holy Writ you have
welected, try and discorer what the mind of the
Spiat in, what truth o trathe, what principle or
prnciples, what lesson or lessons areaa at, and
then press them on the hearts and cunciences of
your hearers.  “The botter to accomplish this,
cur arrangement must be lolr.:lcnl, your address
agical, your composition taste
clear, preciso, your propoations accentable to
the reason, aad your conclusivns to the under-
standing and u-{gcmcnt of your people! The
cssay forn and use of a thind peron in & pulpit
addresa may be conustent with beautiful, artful,
and clegant composition ; still about this species of
preaching there 1s an_wdirectness—a powerless-
ness, of which you will do well to strerclear by
bewg direct, and in your discourses by the free
use of the first and second persons.  Muwdel rather
on the method of Richard Baxter than that of Dr.
Bluir. Keep your eve on St. Paul, and, if your
exposition, like his, be doctninal, close, argumenta-
tive, and addressed to the understanding, at
least—ict your conclusion be practical, warm,
caergetic, and addressed to the conscience and
the heart.  Above all keep your eve on the Lord
Jesus Christ. Let that Prince of Preachers be
vour choicest model, like Him, be weighty in
matter, and calm io manner.  Like l!im,%e full
of love to God and man! Bc a true believerin
the Son of God, regular and constant in prayer,
and, without giving way to superstitics and en-
thusinem, you will bave zeal enough of the right
sort  You will be 2 devoted <ervant of the Lord,
& workman that necdeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the Word of God.”
Noris this all.

a reasonable character, and to meet their just ex-
pectations, as far as lics in your power. Nuy,
you aro to move amongst themn their houses,
edifying them by your gracious specch and win-
ning Chnstian bebaviour. Debarred from elan-
der and calumny yourself, it will be alike your
pnivilege and duty, not alone whilst you are en-
gaged 1n professional vicitation, but at all times
to reprave with mingled meckness and seventy

those of your people who may be addicted to |

slander, and calummate one another.
~ Let your woderation 2ppea:
Be temperate in all things, in thought, speech,
and conduct. Passess your soul mn patience, and
fret not, whatever provocation may be given,
whatever persecution may anse, whateser trials
may come in your way. Do an example to the
flock of alt ¢t is kind and Clristian, that is
commendable and praireworthy. * Let no man
despise thy youth."—Show thee ever grare, sin
cere, incorrupt in utterance and daily deport.
1oent, and see that diguity and impartiality cha-
rrcterise all thy ways.
Do not forget the awful responsibility of your
sition as Minister of this place ane ple.
Nay, rermember that they are iinmortal souls,
redcemed by the shed blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ, thougl: fallen from the rectitude of Eden,
though guilty and polluted befure their God,
aud that vounre over them in the Lord for the
purpose of teaching them the will of God for their
salvation, and bound to lay down your own life,
if neceseary. so that the brethren may be raved!
Oh ! remember it will be at the peril of wur prec-
jous sonl, if their sonls perish. The Word of
Truth—the Truth of God—the Truth ss it isin
Jesus—the Truth that alone saves from sin, death,
and hell,—is put into your hands; and wae be to
the Pastor if the firck are not fed with the Bread
of Life, 1f the flock arc seattered and perish !
Waoe be to you if thoss deathiess souls ~ periah |
for lack of knowledge™! Woe, woe be to you if |
thruugh your negligenice they are not saved. if |
any of the flock, any of thoee sheep or these
lambs arc awanting when the Chicf Shepherd and
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You are to be accessible to the
people, to keep thy car open to ther requests of

r uoto all men.” |

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

turn out an i ! dent, or . areless, or proud. or
sensual, or usciess Pastor.  Oh! you are not
capable of thus tutterly disappointing all our
hopes of this congregation. the hopes of yous
College, the hopes ot the whole Church *

By the greatpess ot the office with which, as
the Minister of this people. you have this day
been clothed—by the important and eterna! con-
sequences to the souls in this church and
loculity, depending on ynur conscientious exer-
cise of it—by the solemn accourt you are ulti-
mately to vender to the Great Judge of all the
earth, I charge you to be fauhful to Chnst and
those precious and snmortal souls, 1 charge you
“1o apend and be spent for their salvation.

| though, the more abundanily youlove.the less you

be loved,” | charge you to be faithful unto death,
while 1 am able 10 pronuse you afler death *“ a
crown of life” !
‘That the foregoing observations, however im-
I rfect in themselves, may be, it blessed of High
{caven, of some use to yuuz, Sir, an ingenuous
| young man. entered on the sacred office of a holy
and public muustry 1n the Church of God,
desste to hope. At the same tme your own good
sense and dizcretion must be your Jncfgulde«and
counsellors—must now, through Divine grace, do
more for you through your unmstenal hfe than
those my counsels, or all the valuable counsels
you have clsewhere and heretofore received, and
with this hint 1 leave you to the grace ot God—
and ?'ourself, metely bidding you agma ¢ God
£y .11

DEATH OF MR. JAMES MATTHIE, RUL-
ING ELDER OF 8T.JUHN'S CHURCH,
BROCKVILLE.

It is our painful duty to record the
death of one of the most useful .ad esteem-
ed elders of our Church, which took
place on the 9th inst. in the 79th year of
his age.

The following sketch of bis cLaracter is
taken from a sermon preached on the occa-
! sion of his decease by the Rev. John
Whyte.

Gen. v. 24. And Enoch walked with Cod ; and
ke wus not, for God took kim. Hcb. xi. 5. Be-
fore his translation he hud this testemony, that he
pleased God.

A man has just gone from us whose character
and happiness were mainly formed oa this simplo
but lofty principle,—the desire of pleasing God.
But a few days ago one, whom we all loved and
revered, departed from us; and we arc leit to
mourn his loss,—a loss, I fear, to us which will
nuet be soon repaired.  Itis true it may be said
of hiwm that he came to the grave at a full =ge,
‘like ss & shock of corn cometh in his scason.’
And it is true also that the ovent to him is un-
speakable gain, for he nas ane who walked with
God. Yet we, as a congregation, cannot bat feel
this day that a father has fallen in Isracl. His
sterling picty, his meek and upright doportment,
his gentle and persuasive counsel, his decision at
once for tho right without reference as to how it
might affect man's pleasure,—wero all noble fea-
tures in his chamcter, and impzarted a leaven of
wholesomo principle intv any society in which he
moved.

It ix true that the day of his vigour had gone
by before he came ta resido in the neighbourhuad,
and consequently ere this congrezation was priv-

ileged with his ges vices in the Eldership , but yen |

have only to refer to the evidences of his former
history to learn bow highly he cstimated the of-
fice, and how faithfully he discharged its duties ,
ar.d you had only to become personally acquaint-
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whale I thus speak. Tt cannot be that you shall | man of God unto me."  So happily were all the

qualities of that offce blenled in his character
that, if I were asked to write on epitaph over the
grave of the deceased James Matthie, it would
bo .—~Here lies the type of tho Church of Scot-
land’s Eldors.

His removal leaves a sad blank in our congro-
gation, and o sadder in our Kirk-Session. If
Christianity is the salt of the cnrth, und Christi-
an congregations aro tho salt of socicty, so also
there are indisiduals who are the salt of a con-
gregation. That father, who hath just gone from
us, wasone of such. And I do not think it would be
doing vielence to the language of the great poet
to say, * We shall not look vpon his like sgain.”
I dare hardly trust myself to speak of him. I
feel us if & prop were taken away from under me.
I will not dieguise it,—tho sound and deep theol-
ogy of that man’s mind hed a great influenco on
my own, For I felt that, when I grappled with
any of the more profound and difficult doctrines
of our Holy Faith, there wus present, so to speak,
something to mceet the cffort ; and I also felt that
theru was no danger of misapprehension or mis-
construction. ILvery une, who has been in the
habit of addressing an sudience, must have felt
tho neeeseity of having ap intell. _nee before him
that could grasp the utmast cfforts of his thought,
or olse he must have felt as ons that beateth the
air. Such an intelligence was he of whom I
speak. Thus his mind served st onco as a goal
and a gage for my own.

Baut this was not the only aspect in which his
usefulness was felt.  Tho total absence of all as-
sumption ond at the same time of all nffectation
gave his picty & palpable reality, and hisviews o
force, which neither authority nor profession
conld do.  And, if any ono had n right to asstme,
it was ho. He possessed no ordinary gift ic
pruyer, he szed 0o scanty acquaintance with
the Sacred Scriptures and their doctrines.

His years, bis character, his long and high
starding in the Eldership,—all would bave enti-
tled him to give his counsels as ons who, to sey
tho least of it, had a right to counsel. But not
so. He gave them with & meekness, a modesty,
and gertlencss that bore the aspect of tho upris-
ings—the sportancous uprisings of your own
breast rather than of another's counsel. This
both bespoke his own decp knowledge of the hu-
man heart, und his carnest and disinterested
desire that tho right course might be followed.
If T were to trace his history from his seventeenth

rear when he first sat down at the Tuble of tho
rd and svowed himself a member of His Visi-
ble Church on ecarth, gou would well behevo that
he is now a memober ot tho General Assembly and
Church of the first-born, whose names are writ-
ten in Heaven.

If I were to trace it since ho camo to this coun-
try, if I were to narrato how he established Sab-
bath-Schools in the district in which ke formerly
rvesided, haw he established prayer-raectiugs, how
he lnid hold of the Temperance movement as an
instraraent for the sucial smelioration end moral
reformation of his fellow-men, how he maintain-
ed public worship in o congregation for years
when it was left without a minister—were I fully
to bring out these soveral points in his long aad
useful csreer, you would find that therc 1s not a
jot of colouriog sn what I have spoken, but that

¢ was one of whom it may be truly snd, as it
was of Enoch, * He walked with God®  And,
therefore, thoogh hois no longer with us, we be-
lievo that Gogd hes taken him,—taken him to a
better and happier world.

And, could you have witnessed tho spirit with
which he bore his last long and painful sickness;
cuuld you hase scen the paticnce and resygna-
tion, lﬁc bright hope and yet the deep bumility,
the fowly contession of sin, yet tho unwarenng
faith which never for & moment relaxed its hold
on that Saviour who is the Way, thoe Tyuth, and

Rishop of souls shall cuti te call you to account, | od with him to discern that al! the spirit of the | the Life, and could you have stood by his bed-

and to make strict judicial inquisition into the
condact of all the iafenor Shepherds of the entire
Christinn flock !

€udei was there, and that physical streagth alone
was wanling to impart action to principle. The
sick or the infirrm, who veceived hig visits evenin

side when his wesnied and waning framo was
breaking up, and heard him utter Cistinctly those
beautifal words, Talo Thy hands I commit =y Spir-

But, my dear brother, 1 hope betier of you , bislato years, had reatun to 83y, ** There camo a | it, Lord God of truth, for Thou kast redsemsed my



