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ADVENT.
THE COMING OF CHRIST.

“And they shall sec the Son of man coming in tho
clouds of heaven: . . . . zud He shall send His angels, .
.~ . and they shall gather together his elect.”  S7. Mar-
THEW, Xxiv. 30, 31.

Tho Sou of man will come, but when,
Nos one of us can say ;

Good spirit make us ready then,
To mest that Advent Day.

.

He will not bo a child again,
Of poor and humble birth :
Living u life of gricf snd pain,

On the ungrateful carth ;

But riding on the wind and cloud,
While tho sea flees sway, .
And all tho darkened heaven is bowed,

Jesus comes down that dey.

Tho sun burns out, tho moon retrcats,
And the torn clonds arv whirled
Like dust adown tho azuro strects
Of the far upper world.

‘The wakened desd, apd living risc,
No lingering soul can stay,
To stand before His searching eyes,
On that great Advent Day.
—From * The Children's Hread.”
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\Vx havo been lately taught to pray for abiessing
upon God's gift of Holy Scripture and the Christian
Mioistry, that both these gitts way be profitably
used. DBut now our prayer risez upon "boider

wings ; now it takes a bigher flight ; now we press
past these gifts of God, good, and cxcellent, and
needful as they are, and pray Him to give us, not
Seripture only, nor the Ministry, but Himself ;
even Xis own presence.  This is the very highest
flight of Christian prayer, ** O Lord, mise up, we
pray ‘Thee, Thy power, and come among us.”
We now waut God Himself, sotbing less than this;
we mount even to such a request as this, and make
it known unto God ; we dewre Him straightway to
come among us.  What I dare we to desiro the
great, most pure, most holy Lord God, to come
down from beaven z2ud be present amengst us
sinners! It were doubitless an over-bold and daring
prayer unloss the Lord Himself had iavited and
encouraged us o to pray. Ho Himsolf bas press-
ed us to seck His Presence, and to crave the gift
of His Spirit. Thon will He come among us, not
as a terrible Gud, with thundering and great wrath,
snd deeadfal Majesty, which would only cause us
to-fall on oor faces as dead men, to lose all hoart
and powers of speech; but it we pray Hiw to
come, that He sy purify us by His presence, cn-
lighten us by His light, pardon us by His mercy,
and with His great might succour us, then He mil
uot shake the -earth terribly, nor cause the moun-
tgivs to quake, but He will descend softly and
geatly, a8 on the gentle wioga of a dove, to bless
us and suocour us, and raiss us up from our sins
" by His strength. . ,
If He comes, then all will be well ; we ahall
" e haye sl ad abound ;' our sins will be cleared
gway by His prescace, as thick clouds by the
sirength of the sumined 'sun ; our weakoess wiil
- tidorme strength ; our eyes will be opened-to ace
it oy Shings Wl deep L ol
aad of worldly things wi p like.
sud film from our eyes ; we shall bo stcangthened

to walk in His ways, and to love His law ; all Bis
gifts which He bas bestowed upon us, Holy Serip-
ture, the Ministry, the Bacrameats, all will be
effectual, all will do"their work, all will have cner-
gy aud life, if the Giver of thom be in tho widst of
us; then the words of Scripture will glow with life,
and that body of truth will be warmed with tho
Spirit of lite ; then the counsels of ministers, and
the Sacraments they sdminister, and tho godly
powers they axercise, and the ordinances of religion
which they dispense, will all be endued with living
strongth, and will not be as dead words or dead
things, ucithar as fruitless exhortations, nor lifeless
forms.

And if wo ask, nothing doubting, ic the Name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, wo sball Lave this gift,
oven the pn wnco of our God. ¢ Whatsoever ye
ask the Father,” cays our Saviour, * in My Name,
He will giva it you.”” o makes no excepticn ;
* whatsouver yo agk,” thisis the width and height
of the promise. In epiritual things at least tho
ptomiso has no tound. In earthly things the pro-
miso takes a narrower range ; He pledges Hivwelf
to give. in auswer to our praser for earthly thingy,
no more thun food and raiment, just cnough to
suppo:t our lifo ; IHe doss not say ** whatsoever yo
ask” of worldly thinge yo shall have ; for it is not
cexpedient for us to have what we wish ; wo should
often wish, like foolish children, for poisonous
berries, "and deadly fruit ; but in heavenly things
He puts vo bounds to our prayers, or to His gilts.
Though it comes to this, that wo ask the Lord
Ilimself to come among us, we shall have what we
ask ; evon that will be granted, and Ho will come ;
beyoud that we cannot go; we bave ull then ; for
then *¢ the kingdom of God is cows upon’ us ;
then the kingdom of God is within us ; *« I will
como to yon,” is His own sure word.

If then our God gqumie among us, we shall be able
to prepare ourselves for His second coming to judge
the world.  If He is with us befo-e the judgment,
He in us and we in Him, we shall be able :0 beur
1lis face on the judgment-seat, and we shall lvo ¢ up
to Him as one whom we already ecem to k.ow,
though we bave never scen Him ; we shall have a
reverent boldness on that day; for we shall feel
ourselves 2s with a friend, though He be God ;
we shall remember His words, *¢ yo are My fiiends ;"
we shull rejoice in Mis glorious presence ; for
through all His glory and all His amazing wajesty
we shall discern Him who loved us.  Ia the face of
+ the King of Glory’" we shall also sve the face of
* the Prince of peacs.”

We do not want more or greater means of grace;;
we want God to be prescht with the mraas pussess-
ed, that they may Gave life ; we have medicine
cnough aind physicians too, for our sick and weakly
souls; we want virtue to be given to ihe medicine
and the physician’s skill , we bave ** tho milk of
the Word,”” and ** stecong tent,” in the Chureh ;
Lut we wani the blessing of God upon our suirityal
food, und upon the souls that feed thereon, ikat we
may thrive. Wo bave wisdom enough to make us
+ wise unto salvation,” and godly knowledze is
ever soundm® in our cars ; hut we want the pre-
sence of God to quicken and warm our knowledge
that it may bear fruit.

* The way ye know,”” does our Lord saz ; the
heart and strength for the way are lacking  Wuh
all eur means of grace, sll our knowledge, all the
provisien offered us in tho Church for the purifying
of our soals,ewe still want spiritual energy, spuitaal
heartiness, spiritual devotedness.  Holy Seripture
is ever cryiug out to us with inspired threstenings
to turu from sin ; Christian ministery are ever be-
sceching us 1n like strains of solemn warning to
prepato for judgment to como ; yet rec how unpre-
pared we are ; see what x bost of sins.is suffered
not only to exist, but to reign amonpgst.us, to reign
ia odr mortal bodies ; see bow many forms of sio
wcet us at every tura, though Scrigture and the
Micistry lift up their voioe together to stay tho
course of sin. Nsglact. of the Lord’s Day, evil

. words, sud oaths, overcarefalness for earthly things,

selfiabness; enmities, and: divisions, drunkenness
and riotiug, lusts of the fleah, and lovs of vain
pleasures—are sins sach as gone from amoag
us, and 80 MmOre 20 be seen ¢ ~Far-otherwise'; they
. bang.aboot g and leaven us;!aad taintue more ot

less ; wo must noeds confess it. With all this
hearing of Boripture, all this fessting of the ear
with tho sound of godliness, all tho sormons for
which men bunt witE such greedy oars, alus, how
far we are from sonctity of heart and life! We
havo not profited ¢noygh by the means of grace ;
cither wo have failed to use the meuns within our
reach, or wo have used thom with cold hearts, or ,
wo have exalted tho lessor means above tho greater,
and so bavo missed tho greater grace ; the air is not
cleared ; the weight of sip is not gone ; tho atmos-
phere is thick and close, and charged with sin ; so
wo had better go to God for belp ; we had better
pray to Him that He way give us the hearing var,
tho hearing heart ; for the surfeiting of the ear iy
dangerous to the spiritual health, unless the syul
digest what the oar receives. The Bible is but =
word of condetanation unless it i3 obeyed as well as
heard ; tho Ministry is but a witness against o
s ale, if the word of exhortation is practically retu-
sed ; the Sscraments are hut instruments of death,
not Jifo, if they Le taken without repentant hearts
or altogether spurncd.

What then must he dene? We must full to
praying ; and the jrayver we ueed is this, which
we this week offer, ** O VLord, 1aise up, we proy
Thee, Thy power, and come amoog us, and with
gread might ¢ .~cour us,” this is the request which
we should make known unto God ; for bherein we
eonfess, not only our desire for God’s presence, for
His coming among us ; but we also confess that we
$0 need #* us not to bo ablo to march beavenward
without it, that ¢ through our sins and wickedness™
wo are =0 ** let and hindered”” a8 not fo he able to
run ** the race that is set before us.” We make
confession of sta in such a prayer; and what more
likely to move Ged to come awong us, what more
likely to Yring down Him who descends like a dove
upon sclfaburced, scifdistrusting socls, thza this
confession of wenkness and insufficiency ¥ He
knows us to bs weuk. Ifwe walk proudly, e
resisteth the proud, but if wo com: down to the
dust, He will come down teo ; ** for thug saith the
bigb and lofty One that inbabiteth eternity, whose
name is Holy : I dwoll in the high aud boly place,
with him zise that is of a contrite and humble
spitit.”—From Lracts for the Christian Seasons.
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Hugh Miiler, in bis last very interesting work,

tells us :— .

* Let me remind yon, in passing, that the anti-
quity of type which chiaractorizes tho recent produc.
t1ons of North America is ono. of many wonders, not
abssiutely gevlugical 1t thewmselves, but which. save
fur the reveln jons of geology, would have forever
rewaiied unnotud and unhoowa, which bhave been
pressed, during tke past balf ceutury, on the notice
of naruraiiats. 1t s @ cirzumsiance quito extraor-
dinary and unexperted,” says Agazziz, in his pro-
found'y interesting work on Luke Superior, *tha:
the fiasil planzs of the Tertiacy bed of Ocningen,
‘resemble more closely the trees and shrubs which
grow at present in the castern par: of North Ameri-
ca than those of any other parts of the world ; thus
allowing us (o express correotly the diffetcnce be-
tiveen thie upnosite coasis of kurepe and Americn,
Uy suyicg that the present Eastern American flora,
aud, 1 inay add, the f.auna also, have a more unciout
character than thoss of Europe. The pisuts, espee
cially the troes and shrubs, growing in our days in
the Uaited States, are, - as it were, old fashivned ;
‘and the characteristic gonera Lagomys, Chelydra,
ad the Jarge Salamander with permanent gills, that
romind us of the fossils of Oeningen, sre it" least
equally %0 ; they bear the umrk of former ages.’

«* How strange afact! Not ouly are we sccus-
tomed to speak of the Kastern contivents as the Old
World in contradistinction to.the.great contineat of
the Wast, but 10 speak also of the world before the
flood as the Old World, in contradistinction to the

t-dilavian world which guceceded it. Aund .yet

| equally, if we receivo tho term i either of its accep-
‘tations, iy America an older world all ; an older
"world than' that of the eastern contincats ; an older
world; in the fashion wnd typo of its produtions,

thanthe world before - the flood. * And when the

‘am?gnnt’ settler takes the axe, amid the deep



