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sung with transpott the canticle of his
dehse‘runce iz remains were interred
}'1 the cewetery of the Holy Tnnocents
4t Paris. The inlabitants of Stines

- g m e

an) of the four Lv'mg,chsts. St. Mat-
thew, St. Mark, and St. Luke, have on-
Iy related four; namely, the first, se-
oond third, :md seventh, whilst the

were Inconsalable, at being thus depri-|thyeq others are mentioned by St. John

ved of his venerable rchcs, as they re-
garded him as the promoter of their best
ntterests and thL edification of their vil-;
hge.

At the schioot of the poor Luit virtuous)|

every thmnr and however mean his
birth or educatum, 1o recognise as traly
great the pious, humble, and zcalous{
(h;tsmm
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Bessard, let us learn to prefer virtue ms“hmch)ou required to {ollow

e

alone. Nevertheless, beloved diseiple,
you were present. s it poqsihle then,
(hat vou did not hear them all 7 Could
3oul aricl, or perhaps, the heroie effort,
Mary to
the foot of the cross, haye made you in-

fatu,nmc whilst the other words  were

spoken ¥ Or rather,did vour sacred pen.
whick wrote aiter the other three Evan-
'gelists, mevely wish to supply ‘their »i-
nce, by relating only the words

Fh{‘ bmcn “ OLdb Of J(‘\ns on ﬁlf‘p\luch the\ had omitted, irn order that

‘ {'ross.

Tmnslated from the French of M, Pirou, Professors
in the Seminary of Liucon.

The first observation which presents
itself to our mind, when we are dispos-
ed to meditate on these divine words, is
that they are seven in number—a num-
ber always mysterious in the holy serip-
tures, and especmll) intenged to desig-
nate auy thing perfect in its kind. Thus
there are seve n gifts of the Holy Glost,
ven sagraments, seven petitions in the
Lord’s Prayer,&ec., to give us fo upder-
stand that Lhcse g,;fls these sacraments,
that prayer, exhibit a complete cata-
logue of she neeessary graces, of the
means by which they are communiea-
ted, and of the petitions which we
should offer to God. Following up
“this principle we should believe that
the geven words of Jesus on the ecross,
deciare to us the mystery of thé un-
spnakable perfeetion of the dispositions
¥ whiels he dies, and consequentl:y,
present 1" perfect- model  of- those in
which we should die ourselves.

+ ‘Anbther very striling circumstance
is, thaf the ‘seven' last words &f By’ Sar
Vtonr, havé not been'all vocorded by,

ithe entire should present themselves
ito our view

, in the most moving cha-
racter, thus extracted word by word,
and collected together by us as th:
seattered shreds of a divine inherit-
anee ?

Whatéver may be the reason, c¢bris-
tians, we are in possession of them all!
We possess this precmus whole. Let
us adore God, who has pronounced
them ; let us m(.dlt'lt(‘: on the entire, and
imprint them on our hearts.

“FIRET WORD.
FATHBR, FORGIVE THEM, FOR THEY

KNOW NXQ1T WHAT THEY DO.
Luke xviii, 24.
‘This word, pronovnced by Jesus
whilst they were nailing his adorable
body to the cross, seems to have been
elicited by the very peevliar cruelty
with which his impatieni executioners
expedited the work of pupishment, in
oider to finish their victim. Thus, the
first word of this innocent victinmis in
behalf of his inurderers, and this word
prays for them and unplorea their par-
don.
“Father, forgive ﬁzem. JFor (ﬁpu know



