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BY AN OLU) NovA ScoTtA% P.%.Tolt.
The following occured iii tho course of

ordinary pastorial daty, but as the person
rcferred to wvas during tho most of his life
outside my congregation, and %vas only in-
cidontally brougit into connoctinu with it,
aad that but for a ahort period, the rseo
may have a place among thoec sketches.

Aftor I had beon some years iii tho minis-
try thoro came into the neighIborhlood a
yonng lad, rathor, 1 should say a bo, from
&broadl. Ho ivas of Scottieli doscent and, I
believe, of Scottish birth, hut if I recollect
right, camne to, us from the neighborhood of
Chicago. One, or both of bis parents were
dead and hoe came to live iwith a relative,
upon wvhomn hoe %as depeadent. fUere I
heard of hlm, but as his friend, though re-
sidiug only four or five miles fromn îny house,
belonged to a noighboring congrogation, I
was not thon hroueht in contact with him.

But af ter attendîng sohool for a time hoe
undertook te teach, and the ternis on which
license for that purpose could thon ho
obtaiued being easy. ho ivas duly authoiized
to assume that office at an age, at which
persons would not now be admitted to teaoh
in any af our schools. His first sehool ivas
lu my immediate îîeighborhn' d, and hoe ias
thus brought uu(lor my miuitry. I and îîîy
people pa-d him the ordiuary attention that
wve %voulet show ton, stratiger coming among
us. perhaps feeling a littie moire iiîterc'ted
ln Mina froin his dependent position. I con
l'oss tiiat ive <ii zot eiitertain any high ex-
pectationq as to his future career. Per-
haps we judgcd hiin by his plîysical frame,
for ho wves sunil of staturc anîd of slender
miake. Ilad hoe possessed gronter thows and
sinewvs, our anticipations regarding hMi
ývnnuld probably have been higlier. Indeed,
lu our estimiate of lbim I foar ive did hlm in-
justice. But stili woe showed hlm kilidness,
anîd I %vas glad to hear lately tlîat lie re-
tained a kiudly recollectioîî of lmis residence
among us. Fie at this tiine mnade a profes-
sion of religion, but I have no recollection
of the circumstances, and cauinot say that
it was througli my mninistry that ho ivas
led to the saviug linowledge of the truth.

After one, or at mnost two terîns, toaching
with us hoe left xind soon after iront te live
îvith soine friends la the neighborliood of
Chicago. From this tinie for somne years
I lost ail trace of hlm. 1 nover had bis
address, and if ho had correspoadents iu
province I did net know thoîn, se that for a
geod mnaay years I hieard nothing from hlm,

anc ie had alinot passcd frovû my mind,
wvhen, to my surprise, Poino friénîds, iwho liad
emnigrated to Catiforîiia, told me of a minis-
ter of the naine ivio, aftcr proving usoftil
and successful in oue of the We'stern% States,
hiad coîne to take charge of au infituontial
I'resbyterian congregation iii Sani Francisco,
anic lon eli(uiring hie wa:s fotifl( tu I>O our
fî-ioud.

1 have since limard of him several timoes as
8somotimles in delicate heti, but alVays 3S
the popular pastor of an important City
charge, a position ivhich ho maintained at
the time of the last accounts I had of hlmii.
I inay add that one of the Americani collegoes
lias hiouored hinm with the degree of Doctor
of Di-viuiity.*

This case shows the importance of mnis
tors wvatohing for pronising young mon,
draiving ont their gif ta and lelping themn
forwvard to the ministry or other important
positions. MLvr. Chiniquy tolls us that the
priestq in going tIieir rounds are in the
habit of ieoking ont the smartest boys they
find among thoir people, and encouraging
them and their parents to take the steps
anocos-ary to prepare them for- tho priest-
hood. it is a lespri that Protestanît minis9-
tors might wvell learu, even fromn their
eneinies. Many may have the richest fruit
of ai! their labors in some one, two or more,
mon f-hat they have drawn froui obscurity
to exorcise a cominanding influence in their
day and to benefit af ter gonznations.

In this case I do not tako to inyseif the
crodit of haviuia brougyht this brother froni
obscurity. On tho coentrariy I haLve to cou-
fe--a that 1 did tiot outertain highi anticipa-
tionu of hlm, and the tessn which 1 îvould
ilraiv fromi the case is, that ivo shotild 1)c
cautions i forming an unfavorahie judgment
regarding imîdi viduals, whose capaci tis înay
iiot appear to bc brilliant or inay cenc semi
duil. Those wvho can look upon the carocer.
of those whoin they kcnew a generation ago
wvill have rernarkcd, that niany whiose-
talents seemed -.o promise a brilliant future
have miade littie show or even proved fail-
uires in after life, while others wvho ivore
looked down upon by their coinpanions and
perhaps by thoir toachers, have proved gond
and useful mon, ot ovon have riscu to tic
highest positions.

lu regard to the ininisfry, tiiere is a
class of aspirants for the office for whoin I
have littie sympatiîy. It is timose wvio
havig failcd lu the grocory businîess or get-
ting above labour, fancy themselves at once
qualified to prench the Gospl-who regard
the Church in asking any course of prepitr.
ation for the office as setting up unrenason-
able hindrances to the work of thoe Lori-
who, if they had booti in the days of our
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