Whe Poung anadian

OUR BOOKS AND BOOK-MAKERS.

Some day I will tell you how a book is written, though
that may not be an casy matter.  And some other day
I will describe how it is printed  avery curious process
too. ‘l'o-day I am going to put the cart before the horse
and tell you how books are bound, and perhaps when
vou know all the laborr and care that are expended
upon them you will be less callous to their feclings. A
good book, with a good binding, should be one of our
very best friends, and no true-hearted young Canadian
would willingly disregard the feclings of a fricnd.

Long ago, after an author had written his book, he
handed it over, not to a printer or to a publisher, but to
a transriber  aman who sat down and wrote out a copy
of it. After this copy was finished he wrote anvther,
and then another, a very slow process indeed.  The
book was then passed over 1o an artist who set his in
genuity to work tu decurate it with faney titles, and much
very pretty urnamentation was sometimes indulged in.
It was then sent to the man who was what we should
call the binder, but he was not a binder according to our
notion.  He put the book un to a roller about thirteen
inches long.  The two ends he finished off neatly with
metal or ivory knobs.  As many decurations were put
on outside as he could well devise, and then the whole
thing, for safety, was put into a neat casc of parchment
or wood. The box, too, was made as pretty as it could
be, and the portrait of the author was sometimes put on
it.  He was very proud of his work, and he had good
reason. ‘These were the days of working for the love of
work, before the days of working for the love of money.

Some of them were very gorgeous.  T'he wooden cases
were often richly carved. and they were oceasionally
made lunger than the buuk, so that it might b wasily
held in the hand.  ‘Fhey had their editions de luxe also,
and vied with each other in decorations of ivory, silver,
and gold. 1 am now looking at a cut of an old and
beautiful Bible believed to have been the property of
King Charles 1., and to have been presented by him to
one of the Bishops who attended His Royal Highness.
It is bound in blue velvet, and decorated with the royal
coronet in silver, precious stones, and gold.

\When we first began o print our buoks instead of
having them copicd, the printing was pretty mach in
imitation of the copying, and the Linding was abso m
imitation of the work of the carly monks, who were the
copyists and the hinders.  The work was gradually tahen
vut of the hands of the goud Wld wunks, who seun found
other things to du, and buok making wnd buok binding
became a regular trade. It bas nuw become almust a
professivn.  Men who love buoks are as particular as to
their bindmg <» they arc as to thedr contents. Franue is
famous fur its binding, but Londun hulds its vwn againsg
the world fur the beauty, dasticity, and durability of it
Lindings. There are men in Londun who have carned
for themsehes as much fame in buok binding as any
have done in book-writing. Of one, Lewis, it is said
“his books appear to move on »ilk hinges.”

After the sheets are printed they are dried by being
bung up on poles for a time.  “They are then made
smooth by very heavy pressure.  “The nest process is
the *folding” of the sheets into the
size required for the book. In 2
library or book-shop, there scems o
us 10 be lide rule in this matter.

SEWING ROOKRS.

Every hook acems 10 come out in a
size decided cither by chanee, or by
its own sweet will,  We find. how-
ever, A law in this, as in most things.
If you take a sheet and fold it anc
it makes a big book.  Fold it wwice
and vou have anothersize.  Go on in
this way and you get a good varicty,
but all according to some law. In
this way we have azmes for the sizes
derived from the number of folds,
If & sheet is folded cight times, we
«et a volume iz “octave,” and so on.
It is an casy matter 10 fold a sheet
that has not heen printed.  But as
the pages on the sheet, cight of them
in an octavo, arc all printed, not after
cach other, but so that they will
come after cach other when folded,



