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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Saturday, Feb. 9, 1901

The week 8 business has been mark-
¢d by no  new features ot special
moment  Stocktaking s still unfin-
Ished wilth o guud mady cohieerns and
no spectal effort is being made to force
trading, though what was satd  last
wiek ax to the volume of trade may
be repreated again to-day. That is8 that
tn a4 number of imporant fines there
{8 actually a larvger busineas belng
dune than at this time last year,
notwithstanding the searcity of
money and backwiard stiute of  lust
year's collections, It I8 falr to sup-
pose that s hatever actual increases of
this Kkind there may be as compared
with a year ago are due to a lurge
extent to the fncrease in population
and not to larger purchasing on
the part of thuse peuple wWho wers an
the country a year ago. It may be
further remarked too that the present
buying movement s mostly {n the
way of spring and summer purchases
for delivery later on. So far February
has alsa shown a falr volume of
wholesiate business done in gouds for
quick consumption. ‘Travellers on the
road in all parts of the west, and espe-
clally in the far west are book-
tng nle orders in nearly every line.
February payments in dry goods and
other kindred lines were about as well
met as could be expected in view of
the very Ilmited amount of money
now in circulation at country points.
Winnipeg retail stores are meeting
with a falrly good winter's trade and
as a great deal of the city business
fs now on a strictly cash basis these
merchants have been meetlng  thelr
payments in a satisfactory manner
Grain defiveries at country points are
Ught and some lines of produce
are also coming In very slowly. LEggrs
are being imported inte this market
from JMinneapolis. Some of the lead-
ing dealers here Yelieve that If it wers
not for the fact that farmers In some
parts of the country have quite a lot
of pork and butter to sell they would
be preity hard up this winter The
movement of these has ceriainly been
murl) larger than  usuat Rullding
operations are beginniug to be freely
discussad in the city and & number of
new buildings aire aiready assured, bee
sldes two new bridges. It wauld not
be surprising i€ this should turn sut
to be the Iargest year that Winnipeg
has had yet in the bullding  lne.
Bank clearings for the week ending
Thursday were about 100,000 larger
than in the same week a year aRe
netwithstanding the fact that on last
Saturday business was virtually sus-
peaded.  As compared with a  year
ago the week's clearings were sight-
1y smaller, while compared with the
figures for inwo years ags hey  were
about JKU00 larger.

WINNIPEG MARKETS:

Satunlay, Feb. O

ANl quotatlons. unless otherwise specle
ficd, are wholetale for xuch quantitics as
arc usualiy tahen by retatl dealere. and
are subject to the usval Teductlon on
targe quantitles and to cash «discountk)

BOOTS AND SHOES.

So far as fmmediate business Is eon-
cemned there Is sl quictness around
the wholegale houses, but astentlon Is
fully taken up now with spring orders.
Shipments are golng forwvard aciively
and travellers are out for further

onders.
DRUGS.

So far the February business at
tocal Jobbing housces has been very
rood, better than a year ago. The only
change to note in valuca is a firmness
fn quinine. Although there Is no
éhange In our quotations for this line
there I1s & distinctly frmer feeling
i the market. Camphor holds firm at

the recent advance. Opium I8 still {n
a stroug positlon owing to searcity In
primary markets. Jobbing prices on

page H50.
DRY GOODS.

Spring souds shipments are golng
forwand freely and wholesale houses
are also busy taking in consignients
of British  and  forelgn  gowds., A
large amount of work Is involved 4n
the unpacking and storing of these.
Sume of the dnes are quite new in this
market.  Latest  advides  regunding
cotton goods are to the effect that the
old country markets are casler and
orders can now be placed much more
casily and In some cases at lower
prices. Canadlan mills are said to be
holding out for regular prices. Wool-
ens and lMnens are stroagly Sield at
manufacturing points, Dress goods are
seliing frecly for spring and suminer
wear. Blacks promise to be the feand-
ing line owing to the mourning for
the Queen, while purple will also be
uscd to a constderable extent.

FISH.

Demand s steady and the market
without feature. We quote: \Vhite-
Qsh, 4¢ to Uc per pound. pickerel, c,

ke, 3Je:  trout, 10c; salmon, 12%kc:
haltbut, 12e;, Lake Superior her-
ring, 20¢ per dozen, ~ salt cod,
G%c. Labrador herring, per bar-

rel, $1.15: salt mackerel, 32,25 per kit
shad, ¥bLLIs $7.50, Digby chicks, 18¢
box. boneless cod. Tikc Ib, bhoneless
Nish, 53%c 1b., finnan haddles, 7% to Sc
per pound: fresh sea cod, blg, 7c per
th; tommy cod, Jikc: flounders, Jlee;
smelts, Tiic; mackerel, 13c; shad. 10c:
bags, 13c. eecls, 10c, oysters, selects,
£2.13 per gallon. standards, $1.90.

FUEL.

As  the winter advances the
fact becomes more apparent
that stocks of Pennsylvania
anthiracite coat avatlable for

consumption in this Jaarket are not
sufficient for the season's requlrements
and prices are hardening. Only the
unusually mild weather which has
characterized the winter so far, not
only here but all over the vast stretch
of country lying between the great
Iakes and the mountains on both sides
of the boundary, has saved us from be-
ing Liought face to face with & genu-
ine coal famine. The prolonged strike
in the Pennsylvania mining reglons
last year coupled with the shortage
which existed prior to that event, cut
down the avallable supply of this coal
to n» point far below normal recqulre-
ments and n scarcity of vessels on the
great lakes prevented stocks belng ac
cumuliatel at western ke poris be-
fore the close of navigation. In con-
sequence of these druwbacks stocks of
coal in the west are short. Somce
dealers here are already asking more
than the January price for this coal to
all’ but their regular customers and as
high as $11 per ton has been charged.
Canadian hard and soft coals are In
plentiful supply at old prices. \Wood {s
also plentiful at unchanged prices.
Prices on page 0.
GREEN FRUITS.

Business Is qulet and prices for the
most part steady. Apples are decom-
Ing scarce and some varleties cannot
be had In wholesale quantities,  We
quote: Apples, Sples, $1.00; Bald-
wing, Den Davis and Pipping,
§.00; Greenings, £.50; Rus-
sets, $3.00; Californix naval oranges,,
per box $3.95 0 $1.00: Florida omanges
$£o o $1.23 per box, lemons,
per box. $4.33 as to size: bananas per
bunch. $3.00: pears, winter nelles, $4:
cranberries, per barrel, $0.00 to $10.5
cranberrics, 40 l-pound bhoxes, $130;
Malaga grmapes per Keg, S8, figs.
$140 to $1.G0 per box: onlons,
per * pound, 3o, mince meat
in 25 1b. pails, 10¢ per pound. cartoon
dates, per package of 1 1b., 10c; new
dates, et clder In Kegs or barrels, 3hc
per gal., hcney, 1 1b. Jars, $250 a dox.
maple sugar, 13¢. maple syrup; 1 gl
tins. $13: per dozen.

GROCERIES.

There Iz a steady demand {or  gro-
corler in a wholesale way, an!  the
wmarket <hows but few changes this
week,  New potied chicken, duck and
turkey are now tn aml prices are
somewhat lower than last yoar's opone
ing Agurex. The decline from  Iast
week amountr to 10¢ per dozen. Rolle
ol oats are very firm at vur quotations
as given on page 490.  Labrador her-
ring have advanced. in the cnst and
they are now quoted at $& per bare
rel at St. John, although they ase il
Lelar jobbal. at $.15 to $1.20  here.
Doublless this pricc will be advanced
ahortly.  Sugam™ dave all advanced -
per 100 pounds here.

THE COMMERCIAL

HARDWARE.

The wholesale sftuntion s still char-
acterized by mactivity and  thére s
very e dolng. Stock taking has
been In progress In local hwuses, *Ihere
18 not the same {inducement for coun-
try dealers to buy ecarly this year that
there was tn JHU as to /il appearinces
prices are likely to remain stationary
for some fittle thime,whereas a yeat ago
everything was bouhding upwands and
1t was necessary to order far in ad-
wance i omder to obtain stocks  of
must staple lines at all.  After stock-
taking i3 compieted it 18 dtkely that
there will be more  activity  here.
Spring orders are showing goud vol-
ume.

OLD MATERIAL.

‘I'here §s a better movement In serap.
We quote buyers' prices here as fol-
lows . No. 1 cast fron, fiee fromn
wrought and maieable, 312 to $18 per
ton; No. 2, §LUU to $5 per ton,
wrought fron scrap, 3 to $6 per
ton: heavy copper U to lilc per
pound, ted berass, iUc per pound, yei-
low brass, heavy, 7 to d¢ pound, hignt
brass, Hic to ¢ per pound; lead pipe
or tea lead, 2 to 2e  per pouna,
rags, country :nixed, JUc per 100
pounds, rubbers, foce  from rivets,
pucklies and arotics, Gc per pound,
zinc scrap lc per pound, bones, clean,
dry and bleached, $0 to §¢ ton; bot-
tes, quarts, 2Uc per dozen, pints, 12ic
oer dozen.

REFINED PETROLEUM.

‘There i1s the usual winter activity In
qkis llne and we mote a good demand
for all leading lnes. Competition has
been Kkeener and prices cut closer this
season than usual. Silver Star ofl s
now quoted at 20c ‘per gallon here in
a wholesate way, olcophene 2Ll¢, Sun-
Ught 22¢. ecocene e, dlamond 2ile, T,
& I 24c¢, solas 2l¢, and brilllant 2lhec.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT—We¢ have to report ane
other week of dull and Inactive trade
in the wheat markets. There has not
been much change in prices from day
to day, but on the week there 48 a2 de-
cline of 1 to 1%c, which added to &
ke decitne tast week makes  about
2i.c on the fortnight. Nearly,all the
siens thls week has been of & nature
1o discourage holders of wheat and
deter others from investing in it. The
primary Jcceipts. in the States still
continue to overrun the figures for
correspomling dates a year ago, al-
though a falling. off has generally been
expected.  The world s shipmnents last
week were large and caused the un-
usually large ncrease  of L3IV
bushels in the quantity atioat for Eu-
rope, and the axIRregate  quantity
afloat 18 now $B.GI000 bushels, com-
pared to 21144 (tK) bushels the same
time last year.  Argentine shipments
are tncreasing and for this week are
over 13; mtliton bushels, The Argen-
tne visible sypply has aise tnereased
about a miilion bushels this week, not-
withstanding the lberal  shipments,
and the movement to  the sea-
board is reported on the increase and
the quality good. The winter wheat
crop situation s favoradble hoth In Eu-
rope and America. An officlal report
from France states that the crop in 71
departments s good. In 13 fakr and in
2. poor. which Is considercd to be an
excellent showing. In Russin  the
crop hias good snoWw covering, and in
Central and Southern Europe it is gen
erally promising well  In the States a
welcome snow lles over all the wheat
cart of the Rockles, and gives protec-
tion from severe cold and the prospect
of: necded molsture later o, There Is
nothing at present in sight to  en-
courage the bull on wheat, except the
ancertainty of whiat may happen to
damage growing  crops,  and  unless
there Is some extensive crop damage
iater on the prospect I8 not favorable
for higher prives.  The Amorican vis-
fhla supply Aeereased 1024000 bush-
cls, compared to a decrease of J05.000
bushels the previous week and a de-
crease of 1,231,000 bushels the xune
week last vear The workl's <hijmments
were TARLO00 hushels, compared to

T2G2.000 hushels the previous  week.
and 3,148,000 hushels ast year. The

world’s visible supply, according 0
Bradetreets. increasad 1.616.000 hushe
olx, compared to o decrease of (0,000
bushels the previous week. and a de-

ercate of JVT.000 bushels the rame
week Jast year.
The local market for  Manitoba

wheat remaing quiet for tack of sup-
plies to trade (0. Prices are kept hikh
1 comparison with outslde markets
atd: demand  ix extremely  limited.
Prices on the digher grades are un-
changed. but on the lower grades the

tendency Jadownward In sympatd -
with lower prices In other market
We quote at close of yesterday's bur
ness 1 hard &e, 2 hard 8e, 3 ha
“g7lhe, 3 northern (He §n store 1™
Wilttnm Drled 3 hard 67e,  drled
northern Gitec in store King’s. Tou,
3 haed Gde, tough 3 northern Gline
store Fort Willtam,

The ¢, P. R. yesterday Issued not
that” they would again store “toug
wheat, in, eltvitor "B at Fort Will.. ,
under certidin conditions,

FLOUR~—Four trade I8 quiet, The
are some complaints this winter
garding the quality of Manltoba flu.
Prices remain unchanged as follows
Lake of the Woods, Five Roses, $2.1.
Red Patent, $1.93; Medora, $1.G0, N\-

XXX, S$130 per sack of %%
pounds. Oglivie Milng Co.,, Hungar-
san, $2.10; Glenora Patent, $lyo

JManitoba, $1.60: and Imperial XXXX
$1.20 per sack of 98 pounds.
MILLFEBD~—There {3 a good de-
mand for feel. Bran f3 quoted at §1¢
per ton in bags, and shorts at $1t.
GRULUND FEED — Quoted at §21 iy

per ton for pure oat choy,
$25.00  for mixed barley anl
oats, and $20 for corn. ‘These; prices

ane for pure ground feed of good quui-
nly in broken lots, dellvered dn  the
city.

COUNTRY WHEAT-—Thc country
wheat market is quiet. Deliveries have
fallen off. Most of the wheat offering
is of poor quality. Quotations range
from odc to Giic per bushel, according
to quality and rate of freight.

OATS—There are very foew Aanltoba
oats in the market and supplies are
mostly .l coming from Northern Ai-
verta.  Prices range from 40 to 3¢
.per bushel for Alberta oats fn «ar
lots on track here.

BARLEY~The nominal  value s
about 40 to 4ic per bushel for car-
lots on track, according 1o grade.

CORN—=Demand is steady, but nat
very large. Prices have advanced le
per bushel for carlots of No. 34 carn
on track here, making the price now
A0l to Htc.

FLAX - Market nominal.

HAY-Stocks throughout the cuun-
try are becoming reduced and it s
expeciad that many of the provin-
clal  towns wil!  have to  tmport
supplies to  tide <hem over ihe
winter. Fresh baled: hay In carlts
Is worth §7 to &8 per ton here. Fanue
er's loads on the street are worth $u
to S&

POULTRY-—Turkeys: are worth tn
round lots 1llc per pound. net fafd
down here Geese arve bringing ‘M.
per pound net, ducks, Stke, and chirk-
ens Sc to e,

GAME--There {8 a2 good demand for
wild  plgeons at I8¢ per  oalr
Common  rabbits are worth 10« per
palr and jack rabbits Zic each.

DRESSED MEATS—Hogs are aow
quoted 20¢ higher for cholce lots. We
quote . Beef, butchers dressed, Ot 6¢
per pound,  delivered  here. countny
dressed, Hy to-olke, veal; 7 to 8¢, mut
ton, 8% to Yc, hogs, G to ¥c.

BOTTER—Creamery—Tho maraet fs
in & nominal condition as there s no
creamery butter offering  fromn st
hande,

BUTTER-=Dalry—Cholce dairy butl
ter s st very scarce. in fact §s hards
1y ohtainable at all in- wholesale quan-
ties.  Medlum qualities are plenmlul
and in slow demand. Really fine out-
ter {n tubs, rolls or bricks Is worth 15
to It per pound net here. Scwund
rrades 11 o 12¢ net.

CHEESE—CommIission men are «eile
ing best Manitoba cheese at 10c per
pound to the city retafi trade.

EGGS—Domestic supplics: are <hont
and the market 18 belng stocked with
Minncapolls csgR. These can be mid
down here In any quantity, duty «aid
for ¢ per Jdozen. Manitoba cgg- are
uringing & cent or two more fo- the
time belng but prices may be eviects
to come down to that level almos (m-
mediately. Freah gathered ©gge  ave
worth Joe per dozen, but ave oni od
talnable in limited quantities.

VEGETABLES — The marke IS
steady and without  speclal fe. ure
We quote. Potatocs, 30 to 40 per

ushel, paraley, 30c: lettuce, ' per
dozen carrotx  and  beetx, 1 e
Vushel: turnips, T0c per bushel.  ars
nps. $1.25 per bushel. onlona VW
.per bushel, cabbage, I%e to & pe
1b.. cclery, 2 to Bic per dozen.

HIDES—~Froxen hides are k¢ Xer.
Sic belng now the top of the 1 kel
They are coming In In very bad ape
Jbelng. very dirty and- full of . fase



