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THE COMMERCIAL

stocks of ligh grades held here, millers would
not b inclined to accumulate further stocks,
were it not for the good denmand for bran and
shorts, Patents has declined 10¢ for Jocal trade
owing to the accumulation of this grade. The
demand  has heen principally for baker's
grades of late, whilst last scason it was mainly
for patents, ‘The changeis owing to the fact
that the wheat isa much better sample than
the crop of 1885, and thercfore the flour is of
better qual’'v this scason. Quotations for lots
delivered i the city, or f.o.c. for local trade,
are : patents $2,25; strong baker’s 81 80; XXXX
$1.20 to 31.3C : superfine %c to $1.00. In the
low grades stocks ave light, there baving been
a disposition to run a portion of this into shorts,
the prica of the latter being nearly equal to low
grade flour, taking iuto consideration the cost
of bagging, etc. A Montreal report sayr: The
flonr market continues tame and very quiet, as
arule. There was, however, a better feeling in
Manitoba strong bakers, scllers of which ad-
vanced the marketiic to $4.35. In other grades
values were no better than steady, with only a
local trade in progress.  Among sales reported
were 300 barrels patents at £4.55 to $463, 100
choice superior at $4, six cars Manitoba strong
bakers' at $4.35, and two car medium do. at
$4.15.
MILLSTUFFS

Unchanged at 814 for bran and 316 for shorts.

OATS

About the usual quantity offered and prices
steady, and ruling ut from 44 to 15c for cars
on track. Manitoba oats offered have usually
been very dirty, being mixed with sceds and
other graina. Dealers complain of this to a
great extent.

OATMEAL

Prices hold steady at 22.60 for standard and

$2.75 for granulated, in trade lots.

EGGS.

Have ruled easier during the week, and case
lots were selling at 21c, with some slow sale at
that. There were still some imported in the
market, but no more will be brought in. Coun-
try lots have commenced to arrive, and from
this forward will be in sufficient supply to fill
all demands. Some lots of Manitoba sold at
22c, with imported held at 2le. It is not
thought that prices will go below 20c until after
Easter, though the feelings is not firmn.

BUTTER

There is no improvement in this market, and
the feeling is dulYand casy. In some instances
country dealers have urged the sale of lots hicld
by commission men here, evenat a cut on ruling
prices. Prices seem irregular and there appears
to be quite a range to quotations. However,
18c scems o be §>e about the usual price for
rood quailtitics, in such small lots as arc taken.

Vere there auy calls for good round lots, these

rices would be shaded for the best in the mar-

et. Severul lotsof butter have recently arrived
in very bad shape, such as would vender them
entirely unsaleable in a sluggish market, such
as thiviis at present.

DRESSED MEATS.

Hogs were still oon:)i:f in, in small lots, and
were taken at ¢ for good medium. Some poor
Jots sold at &5 85 to .95, There was very
little change in the situation, but that little was
i:robably i the direction of casicer prices.
‘rozen beef was in good supply, and best qual.
ities of country sides brought 5} to 3¢, with
the range down as Jow as 4c¢ for poor to medium
sides.
CURED MEATS
Prices were steady at last quotations, though
there we ¢ rumors of shading prices a fraction
on hams. Quatations arc reported as follows :
Long-clear, in lots of under 500 pounds, 10c;
over H00 pounds 93c; breakfast bacon, clear,
1% ; breakfast bacon, unclear, llc; spiced
Tolis, 1lc; hams, 13jc; mcss pork, $18 per
barrel.
LARD

Tirm at the late advance, as follows: 222

per per pail of 20 pounds. ‘I'hree-pound pails,
43¢ ; five-pound pails, 03¢ each.

LIVE S$TOCK. 1,

There seems to be a great deal of uncertainty
as to what the condition of the live stock mar-
ket will be this spring. One butcher thought
choice stall-fed cattle would bring Sie, giving
us his reasons thut choice cattlo would be ve
scarce, owing to scarcity and dearness of feed,
Another large buyer thought 43¢ would be the
top price reached, and he belicved that there
would Le F]enty of good cattle forthcoming as
soon as they were wanted. No offerings of
consequence have yet been made, and it is ex-
pccte({ that about ten days will elapse before
cattle will be moving actively. Thereis still a
plentiful supply of frozen beef on haud, though
stocks are not as lar%e as they were last year at
this time. It is said that cattle have been off-
cred for April and May delivery at 4 to 43c.

HAY

There was a considerable ingquiry for pressed
hay for western shipment, with car lots abuain.
able at §7 to 88 per ton, aceording to quality.
On_the market there were plentiful offerings,
at 38 to F9-per ton

VEGETABLES

One day last week a load of potatoes brought
80c on the market, but this probably the top
price for this season.  With mild weather offer-
ings arc_cxpected to be plentiful, ang prices
will be lower; G0c is about as much as could
now be reliedupon. Privesare irregular. Other
vegetables are  scavce, und almost anything
would conumand high prices in thisline.

POULTRY.

There is still a considerable quautity of
turkeys and geese in the market, which are
held at 8 to 10c. .

MINNEAPOLIS.

There has leen little speculative life in the
markets anywhere, the past week, fluctuations
being confined within a limited range. The
legitimate movement has been quite free, how-
ever, and under ordinary circumstances this
would be a healthy sign, but the bear malaria
has impregnated too many traders to be casily
cradicated. It was this which prevented a
healthi{ul advance in Junuary, and it is this,
coupled with the presence of large supplics,
which makes any decided »=1 permanent ad.
vauce impussible, solonga  op prospects re.
main good and the peace v Lurope is undis-
turbed, *At about 80c¢ for May wheat in
Chicago,” says a veteran obscrver, *‘the move-
ment will be free and steady for some time,
Put it five cents higher and buying will stop.
Wheat may be chéap at present prices, but try
to get taore for it und you will kill business.”

Local receipts were less than last week, while
shipments, were much heavier,  Shipments pro.
mise to continue large, at least until the end of
the month, while therc are no signs of a material
decrease in receipts.

The highest and lowest wheat prices by gradle
on ‘change during the week ending Mar. 23,

| closing prices, and the prices one year ago vere :

Mar. 27,

VHEAT— Highost. lowest, Closing. 1836,
No. 1 hard 76} 364 6% 4
*¢ 1 northern 743 " " 8
- w2 323 0

Frovr. —Sowme millers report an improved
and steady export demand, with a fair Lusiness
doing and prices steady, whice others say they
are reeciving 1o cables whatever. The same
diversity of sentiment is apparent regarding
domentic trade, but the facts that the mills are

muking all tho flour they can, shipments are
large and the new freight rates fairly satisfac-
tory indicate o mare healthy condition of the
market than has prevailed for some tiwme,

Quotations at the mills forcar or round lots
aro : Patents, $4.20@4.40 ; straights, $1.00G
+4.20 ; first bakers', $3.50@3.70 ; second bukers,
$2.85@3.00 ; best low grades, $1.80@2.00, in
bags, red dog, 81.40@1.50, in bags,

&DTheso quotations are on flour In barrels, except as
stated. The ruleis t6 discount 25¢ per LI for 280 and
MO IL jute bage, 20c for 98 1h cotton sacks, 16¢ for 49 1b
cotton sacks, 10c for 24} Ib cotton sacks, and 160 for 49
paper sacks. In hall barrels, the extra charge is 30c per

Muusturr—Is still in active demand and
most millers have sold their output well ahead.
Bulk bran closes at $11.50@12 and shorts at
$11.75@12.50 per ton.—Northicestern Miller.

Crossing the Ocean in Pour Dagys.

We last week stated that the Arrow Steam-
ship and Shipbuilding Company of New York
had purchased the Marine railroad and ship-
yard at Alexandria, Va,, for the purpose of
building ocean vessels. \Ve now learn that the
purpose is no less than « revolution in steamship
traffic across the ocean.

“ We will begin work at once,” said Robert
M. Fryer, chief engineer of the line, ¢ to build
the ways for our first steamship, the Pocahontas,
but there are to be no extensive shops built
there. Our frames, which are simply the bulk-.
licads, and all of the plates will be-prepated at
the works where we are having 4hem made.
The completion of this vessel and others to fol.
low, will mark an ecra of revolution in the
transatlantic trade, since they are'to, be cox-
structed upon a new principle and with an esti.
mated specd to make the voyage from New
York to Liverpool in a little more than four
days. We will not carry any freight, except.
ing, possibly, a few express packages, but the
vessels are designed for passenger traffic alone.”

Tt is said that twelve such vessels are to be
built, cach to bear a historic Indian name.
The models and  drawings at the office of the
company present & unique and promising ap-
pearance, but other people are not so sanguine
of the success of the company and the prac-
ticability of the vesscls as are the directors.
Mr. Frycr believes that he has solved the prob-
lem of swift and safe occan uavigation in this
creation of his, asthe vesselis solely his in.
vention.

The Pocahontas is to be an iron and stecl
ship, and instead of being built on lateral lines,
as has always been the custom, she will be
built on sixty-eight tranverse steel wallsor
bulklicads seven and a half feet apart, each of
the full size and accurate shape of a croas section
of the vessel. These walls will have opeuings
cut in them for the saloons, passage-ways, tun.
nels, cte., with vertical longitudinal walls
through them, thus making 1,060 water-tight

compartments, of which 500 are to be below the
water-line.  She will be provided with com-
pound engines of 27,086-horse power, capable
of giving & spced of twenty-two knots an hour.
There will be twenty boilers to furnish steam
for the main engines, placed fore and aft of the
vessel, with three smoke-pipes on each side of
the ship next to the rail. What effect Licavy
seas will ha - on the smoke-pipes thus arranged
remaine to boseen.  Her dimensions are to be
540 feetin length, 40 feet bean, and draft of

water 253 fect-—Ex, :



