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now held. How long the Dominion
Qovernment aro prepared to resist such a
demand we leavo thoso most interested to
judge. It is safe to say that they will
not long resist it, and even from the
point of keeping faith with the C. P. R.
company, they cannot be expected %o luug
extend the time. The monopoly guaran-
teed was to cnable the company to act
for the benefit of Canada at large. If
however, that company allow the whims
of a foreign adventurer, whom they have
made their dictator, to raise the voice of
a whole province in protest, the Govery-
ment would be pliable indeed, that would
gupport them in their course of foily. The
closer union of the diflerent provinces of
Canada was the principal aim of the C. P.
R. undertaking, but next to that came the
developmert of this great prairic laud.
Scemingly the O. P. R. general mauager
intends that trade development shall not
be included in this work. It remains to
be seen, if the Dominion Government
hold to a similar Lelief. Before the pres
ent year has half rolled over, Sir Johu A,
Macdoneld and his colleagues will have an
opportunity of supplying information on
that point, aud it is well that the matter
will be thus brought to a test before an
elertion comesaround. The action of the
Ottawa Government should furnish a
guide to undecided electors at the polling
places, and we hope they will be guided
by the same. We have a lingering be-
lief that this action will be in the right
direction, for we cannot believe that auy
(Government of Canada can be pe~pciuany
guided by the whims of an importea
montebank, who for four years has
shrowded bluuders in bluster and inca-
pability in insolence and impudence, and
whose erratic and incomnprehensible wrig-
gling and twisting has made the cou-
struction of the C. P R. a national burden
far heavier then it might have been, if
carried out u~der the supervision of more
sensible men, or men with Canadian pat-
riotism reaching beyond the wiere desive to
make as much money as possible out of
the work.

MANITOBA IMMIGRATION,

Times are getting better is the general
expression among business people in this
proviuce at present, and there can be no
doubt but the trade feeling is one of a
satisfactory nature, while the outlook is
encouraging. With the same nuwber of
people now in business in this province

there is a living for all in the future so
far as can bo judged, but at the samo time
there is no prospect of a remunerative
field for many more new business ventures.
To be plain vpon the matter the number
of mercantil, concerns in the province is
already quite large enough compared with
the population of other classes, and we
have reached a point at which we must
have more immigration or our trade pro-
gress must come to a standstill, if indeed
a movement in au opposite direction does
not set in.

In a former article Tue CoumerciaL
drew attention to the fact that Manitoba
as a province had never spens one dollar
in the direction of securing immigrar.ts,
and all that had heretofore been done in
this respect was accomplished by the
Domiunion Goverament, the O.P.R., the
Northwest Land Co. and other landed
corporations all of which are interested in
carrying immigrants away west of the
Loundaries of our province. Immigra-
tion of that kind is of very little value to
Manitoba, especially when we have still
millions of acres of our finest lands still
unsettled and open for settlement. That
some effort must be made by Manitoba for
the settlement of her own lands is
evident, and the address delivered by Mr.
J. H. Ashdown at the last meeting of the
Winnipeg Board of Trade outlines the
manner in which that effort can be put
forth, and points to the Local Goverxu-
ment as the power which should kead such
a movemc~'. The meaness aud cantan-
kerous action of a few greedy speculators
can frustrate any effort an association of
land owners may make. City and town
councils can ouly expend their efforts
within the limits they preside over, and
Boards of Trade and other such self sup-
porting ‘ustitutions are powerless to grap-
ple with such a work. A Government
only can wield the necessary power to
carry out equitably and for the benefit of
all under it a system of immigration and
settlement, and if the Government of M.
Norquay will only undertake and carry
out such a work, it would wipe out all
their blunders og the past few years, and
give them a renewed lease of power, which
would be signed by the votes of the elec-
torz all over the prairie. On the other
hand the oppesition which will adopt such
a policy need not be long in oppusition to
the Government that will be foolish
euough to oppose it.

In following out such a policy a Govern-

ment should aim to secure sottlers who
must live by tho products of the soil on
which they settle, and if necessary let the
speculative laad grabber know that Vs
usioccupied and untilled lands are required
for such a purpose. Of coursc the cry of
vested rights may be raised and echoed.
But our present collection of legislators
will nct Le troubled with counscientious
scruples on that point, and if they are, a
look over the lvgislation of last session
should quiet their scruples. There is no
kind of property in the disposal of which
a Government has more right to interfere
than lands, and if lands which have passed
from public control, 2re made a barrier to
settlement and progress, it might Le justi-
fizble as well as expedient that they should
again be put under a similar control.
Existing rights to the extent of fair values
could be easily looked after in so doing,
but there is neither justice nor reason in
respecting the greed or whims of specula-
tive cranks. Lands are granted by the
Crown to be made of velie to the public
as well as their owner, and owaership
should depend upou their being made so.

There is another point in which the
disposing of our vacant lands requires
special atteution, and that is in the selec-
tion of the class of settlers or purchasers.
In most other matters we are crying for
capitalists to take a hand, but in this
work they are not what we most want.
Our speculative land owners hive waited
long enough for the monied class ‘o be-
come purchasers, and when they were
fortunate cnough to sccure <uch, lands
passed merely from the hands of one
speculative obstructionist to another.
Some of our land holders are still fasti-
dious in the class they wish to scll to, and
perfer the wan with & spare thousand
pouads or two and ambitious to become a
land owner to the poor but industrious
immigrant with the knowledge and will
to cultivate the soil. 'We think we have
had enough of this patronizing class, and
are now convined that twenty poor but
industrious farmers can do more for a
country than one wealthy one on whom
industry is not compulsory. We want
producing farmers even if they are poor
and have to receive financial aid for a
time. Poverty is no crime in Manitobs,
nor even a chronic disease with the indus-
trious, aund a Government should aim to
make it as a temporary ailment as
light as possible upon the agricultura?
settler.



