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editor as a poverty stricken wretch, whto is not only willing but
anxiois to accept contracts at i idiculoisly low price. Vhat
gives limn that impression ? Well, unfortuniately, tlhre are al
nuiîber of " liappy.go.lucky " publishters who are willing to take
what tiey can get for their space rather than burden their read-
ers with too iucl Ieading ilatter. .\nd, strange as il mllay ap-
pear, the boastful " all.at-home " editor i frequiiently the greatest
sinner in tihis matter. lIe is too protud to use "lili paei,"
for then the " patent sheets " men would point the linger of scorn
ait ni:.: lie hates to use the ready-priint sleets, beause tiat
would hurt his self-esteen ; and so il comeis to pass that he ac-
cepts every contract that comlles in his way witholut question
thus enablinîg hin, as he thiinks, to avoid " disagreeable oni-
tingenies." i le avoids the latter, il is truc, but in doing o, be
jumps fron the frying pan into the rire. h'lie " patent -heets "
editor can turti out a larger and better paper, ai niuc less ex-

pense; and, lts cai lie very readily understood, be can coiamm:d
decent advertising rates. île is lot unotder lthe thumbî t of' t.he ad-
vertising agent ; and for that reason -if for no otiter shoîuld
feel truiy thankfil.

* * *

Uifortunateily the " ail.at.hone " sliaugters of rates are lot

the only stfferers througi their own foolishness and stupidity.
Their setscless and unbusinessikie way of handling foreignî ad-
vertisintg pinches the corns of "saint and sinner," and explains
how it is that iany advertising agents offer sutci ridiculoisly low
rates. And, althtough somue editors flatly refuse to accept as low
rates as other editorsv- -ho iave becit itcidentally quoted by
the agent by way of illustration-yet, in mîany itstances, it re.
suils in their accepting contracts ait an advance tipon the prices
secured by the cut.andsilasii man, it is true, but still at somtethiig
less than two.thirds of the regular figures. in this conne, tion,
J might add, that it is a notorious fact, that the men, wol do
foreign adverisiing at abstrdly low rates, do not serulple to exact
outside prices from tiheir local patrons. Il is a clear case of
journalistic h.glway robbery.

'l'le advertising rate cards of soie iublisiers are fearfully
and wonderfuily constructed. Tiake, for instance, a certain
Dufferin Co. paper's rates. This paper charges $16 for inserting
a coluni advertisentet three mtonths and $15 for inserting a
ialf column ad. the saime length of time ,! Connent i ut.
iecessary.

Strectsville, Sept. 19th. A. R. Fweu.-î.

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE?

R. J. W.KE..FR, editor of the New Vork Recorder,
writing in the August Fortini, savs thait the funîdaiental
principle of imoderin journailismî is to buy paper ai tirce

cents a pound and to seil it at twelve cents a pouid, and that
the successful journalist is lie who cai sel l the largest niber
of pounds. This view of the case places journalist on a purely
commercial basis, and ignores the duty of a newspaper as a
public teacher, except in so far as the public taste can be
assumeid to be so sound tiat the best newspaper will also Ie lthe
mîtost popular. As a iatter of faci, that is kiown to be nIL the
case. h'lie ewspaper whici contains the largest aiount of
scandai and sensational mauter vill attain the largest circulation,
thougi il is deficient in knoawledge, scholarshiip anîd principle,

as tonmIared witii ils rivais. he World, wlich is ole of (lie
worst newspaers iii New Vork, ias a larger circulation Ithai the
Tribume, whicht is one of the best : there are lialf.penny papers
in i.ondon whichi cireulate five copies to one of the Tites ; te
Petit Journal of Paris li a c irctulation ten iumes as great as
thtat of the iDebaîts tor thte Siecie, it is evident lthai mure uirculia
lion is no test of ierit, and titat the pubblsiter ito seil the
largest nier of pounids of printed ipr mutist be Content

with a merchantile sucess and catimot likewise claimî supîrenacy
of journahiml .

At the same time it is clear that a iewsaI.per ie ioted to iigi

probletsI in politics or sociology, aild to other lofty aimts, may
shoot over its neaders ieads ait acqire neutithr iiculation nor
inifluecîte. l'ie mîass of mankitd, for whom newspapers are
writtenî, are ieitier learined nor jtudiciuits ; the imost tilat Can be
etected of themi is that they will iove on a dead.level of iedi-
otrity. *o iiulluence tIem and tto commIantd tlcir support, a
publie journal mutist lot be very imuch better or îery uitci wiser
than they are. If it faIls elow tlem ii intelligence, they will
despise is , if it soars toi far above ihemî, they will ignore il as
beyond their coiptlrelensioni. This does not mîteait tihat a news-

paper tild truckle to caprices and whiis begotten of preju-
dice and ignorance. No emscientiois jourialist will abet lhat
wlicl his printciples condein as wiong, lfut if lie is wise, he
will couci his coidenation of popiular errors iii suich a ianner
as lot to alienîate bis readers or Io provoke thein o rtject his
tuachiigs altogetiler. If le ruis amtick at the public, ie
wîil siilyv sacrifice any inthience ie itigit have exercised. lie
Itust sIow tait lie differs in opinion froim the rank and file of

his readers witliout slappintg themit in the fiee.
'lte timlihoniored coitroversy Ibtweel the businless end and

the editorial end of a ntewslpapier has late!lybeen discussed ai
soie leigth in the Forumtt. i.ow.class journalists act on tite

principle that the bisiness end iuist gover, and that a burglary
shoutid be handled dielicately , because oie or two of the burglars
may be subscribers. Ont the thcer hand, doctrinaire journalists
soiletiiles lisist on the publication of radical views thouigi thbey

are odiots to the class ipon. whiich tite jomînal dîietids for sup.

port. It is cle.arly impolitic for a journal to iake itstlf con.
stanitly and persistently offenîsive to those on whose support it
relies for existence. Hit îthe man who stibscribes to a iewsiapcr
dtoes nlot buiy the editor, body and soul.

Editors are freqieitly mîiisled by fattcyiing lthat they vill de-
stroy the valuie of their property if they express unpopultlaoiu:tr opit.
ions. As a matter of fact, if they make a good paper, their sub.
scriblrs will .iarely quarrel with tiei betase the paper' viewis
do lot agrec with tieir owi. lin lime of war, a paper îmust tnot
take sides witi the einv. lit timee (if rebi, i must lot aid

anîd abiet the reiels. iBut these are extrelev cases, in whulich
poptular passiion is roused. li ordinarn tinies, newspapers are
pretty free to sp îeak teir iminds, st lottg s lieir conductors aip.
lîcar to be lonîest. A journalist is more likely to lose staiding
and his palier to lose business if le acquires the reptation of a
lickspittie who is always cringiig in lite hopte tilat thrift wii foi.
low fawniag tan if lie holdly tells the truth thait iin himî ai
sonie risk of teitporary popularity.

Jas. Ilooper, of Winipeg, lias gone to Portage la Prairie
and assumiîed controi of lite Portage Review. h'lie policy of the

paper will bu on strict Coiservative hles, in both local and
1 )otîinîionl politics.
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