
THE CRTTIC.

affocîimtg ai ail bis. lmgeuios, wlîiel produiced a deep, ittiprenfiion att te
Frencit p>eopleo, mmd is mStll a faayante on the stage. It is said tlîal somute ai
the gieat ladies ai the day bail ca:ttpiaineui tu Voltaire thînt tuera wau not

emmaughi love ln luis tragedion ; hte îejîlied, ltaI hm liait uat tîtougit, lava
neesary ta the diama, but mince il wums in thuir oyca lio indlilpenubla, lit
wouid compiose a tragedy in wlîich il shtould platy a lurandint pa~rt ; lia cenm-
poaed lhe hiiece in lwenty.lwo days, sud te simees witlî whlmi it ilwu
attended quile fuhtiihed ail hi4 uxpectatioma. lu 1835 aî,îîearel Il L% MarI
de C&fflur," in tho twa hast Feuillas ai witici li Fraitioi t 1 distimmctly mii
talas $littkespeaure ; tut hieae lwo Scennes are same ai te tott beautifti' umoulls
of elocîueuce ai tho Frech theatre. « Alyiro," witichit uî dedieatedc ta lus
den friand Madamet dii <latlot, was peniaruuted in 1 736, aund " uI oiu,
or L3 Il Fatiatisitaii inm 1741 l'li latter gava olfienca ta souta ai ltae cimutcit
digumittnies, Bo Voltaira withmdrew it fronti the ttage, but ltae Plll, iwmiting tu
hiiu a fow years later, camigrstihumles, huit uîlon it, anmd catis il ai adintisablu

tratgedy. NVoitair' itext drauntic work wmus I l e" purforimed in 17"45;
Ibis was otmtlimuias;ticaily roceivtid by the puiblic, titoughit i was saeruiy
criticised wha'u it causte fronut thea proe ; bte eubjuet, #teofalen befote îreatud
by draitmiists, fronti Eunipides down, was ithaceti Ly %rià§totie; in lite first
tank af Inmîgia subjicimu, anti il nmover faiied wvimen weil uiuiîicted te producu a

gireal effect. About bbc year 1746, whon Vro)iren wav give» si pl3ce inuflic
Acadeny, appointed liisttiographer of France, and creal by lthe- Kinîg
amie ai the genleantam ini ardinary ai bis abthr, "Seiiriisii," Il Ilresk-s," andi
*1 Ilrm Sauvée," wcre conîpoaled aud îiorfornad; the latter ias for sitbject
the couspirscy af Cat.Aiinc. In 1755 appcared 'L'Orpîheiin do ha Chiine,"
tbe idea for lthe subject Gf wiuicht was suggeâled lu Voiltaire by a Cîminesa
tragedy, Il L'Orpîhelin du Tchiao," lramtslrlud by 1'eatîro, wiîe was writteu
durimg tho fourteenth century. In 1760 alupearod Valtaire's lust tragedy,
and indeed Lisi hast literaty effort wnilten nt the aga ai sixly.-six, IlTttnctéuie,"
un wticli the sau. is laid nt Syracuse in bte yosr 1 005, and iu ii qlic is
depictad the bravery aimd ruisiorlunes of a Nantis»n chtevalier. Voltaire hini-
self considered ]lis drainas ais is chief productions ; for whan an bis ratura
ta P>aris in 1778, ha was waited on huy, ail the greit actoru, aud besougl for
a play, ha amswered, Il 1 live only far you andi traugb yaum."

Iu "ZYaïre," as in Il iiyirm," it le renarkable to notice iîow thea taste ai
the poet averconmas the iitraduiities ai tb. uubeliever, sud driws ira:» bte
Chrisiani religion santie ai ils motts slrikiag beauties.

In ' Zaïre," the fireI act opens with a mscn hetweani Zaïre anmd Faitute,
two slaves of Orostana, Sultan ai ,Iurmui, wia Lad beau tikea captive
at an carhy *go, aud braugit up lu tbe Seraglia ai lime Sulla». Ztira ex-

prmies ber cuntenbnmeaît with ber lot, baving known no other, anti relates
1mw aach day sile is happier and more reconciled la ber fate'; bon ai Xtian
parents, site naw kuaws noting ai liter religion, sava bteé nine, and aven
tbat couvays but littie ta lier îtind. Fatinie aks if site lias forgolten the
gemerous French cavalier, wbu so sîruck lima Sultan by lus bravery sud daring,
that the conqueor let hiue relut» te lits native country un pence, aud wbo,
befona ho lait Jérusalem, pronitsed la ra'trtu andI ransoma theo Xtian maidens.
Zaïre replies tfiat lwo yea bava elapeed aud h% has nat iclurned, nun lImaI
even did ha mow return ail wauld b. cbau"ed for hen, for the Sultan,
Orouinaue, ioved her sud desired te make lier lis wifa. Fatinia renindm ber
that Nérestan, the Chiristian kiiht, 1usd tlid her thel site was bonn ai Mîien
parents and rontaustrates with lier thal ait sitauld bhink ai uniliu- Lersaîf
wib nae whîo wmiu an euemimy ai ail that site ahotld bold dear. Z2mne roplies
thal whereas aBe L-iow8 uolhtin- ai Xbianity, han rayai iaver's davation was
very real ta ber, tat Romatinies -itep thought ai tbe grest truîhs spoken la
thent by Nèrestuin, and bomtored.tua religion ai tho Christians, but taI; «oeil
heit bar, and, aus allo intîîhy iptts it, Il Mais Orasutano mn'aittio, et j'ai tout
oublié."

lu tile next sceno Orasmane appeare, and cxpl:uïns ta Zairo haw because
ai Liai grea lave to lier, ha wishes ta ii-nýke lier a rightful sharer af hlis king-
daim and honore, but btaIt lia iuust first Le sure ai having gained her Ieart,
and desires hier te tell huini ail lier feelings wih regard ta hint. Zaîre begîins
a imitable Ireply when a miessegen antens , snaunctng the arrivai ai Nérestan
th? captivé Christian, who 1usd boa» ailowed ta retu.mm ta bia own country.
Nèrestan ent.ers and demandei tha freedoit i 7aire, Fatimie, and te» illustriaots
prisoîters bcld captive Ly the Sultant, bbe rausoiii ai ail ai wbom lie bnings, and
for wiîou lie wiglîe8 ta rernain as ltaatage. Orsiimue, îvho wili uat Le ont-
dans un generosqily, bide ii keep huis gold sud Le free, and adds uiuety ta,

btht number ai Xtians whîtt lie sets at liberty, oniy lwa ai Ihose naxtmed lie
will uat deliverni mî; Zaire, *hein lia dcclares no aona 8hial tink fronit hit,
aud Su8ignan, a prince ai bte blod rayai of Jerisalicmt. Nérestan, wbo
cannaI understaud thasa reservatians, exîîosbmlates, but is silenccd and dis-
unieed by Orasmutane. Nérestin Ilîci haluls a conversatuon with Chalihilon,

aone ai bte releaaed cavaliers, iu wimichlie bowails the captivily ai Susignan,
sand Chmtilaon advises bit» ta ask Zaïre tu , intorcedo for Mit. Just is
NcÇre8tan remninds blîmai he iampiosmibihity ai an interview withi Zaure, sho
bercalf appeau, aimd apeaking ai Iho geuerasity ai Orosmuane, sho relates;
luow at lier neqte lie ahlowed titis interview, and pardonled ltao aged
Susiguau. In lIhe followiug senne Susigun enters, aud after expressin., iis
thankimineos for liberty, asks for, and bas relaîcd ta itim the higlary ai bte
capture sud subsequent iife of the youaiger captives, and recag;nizing a
peculiar crass worn by Zaïre, and pumling togalbar tho datas given Iitn, lie
finda ln Néresbau and Zaïretwo, ai bis childrem who lîad been tara irant its
aunis at au early ege, and who-h h Ld lang nga imasgin ed'desd. Aller itttai
recognitions and tinbracings, Susignan te bis barrot is ld. ltae situation in
whticb Zare is placed ; lia Ibareupon declares ta Zaïire the lvickedness- of
deserîuug ber religion, snd begs bar with bosà:s iu luis cyce ta reniai» an
Xbisn. Orosmane in tIme next scane confidei la aime ai btis afi'icers Lis dis.

trut ai Nèrestah and Lis unimwlingnoes ta pardon Sîmignan, Lut Zaite Lad
witshed itL, and so, Le said, il ultamld Le as slte dasired. lu set tîtrea, scene four,
Zaïre had au interview with Néreetan, in whioh ha talle Lot that the sback

of liinding li chijldran, nuit un of thiteî att itifiduli, lînî baee1 lau muiti for
Sutu4i.gîluu, ani taha lias lying ; hoe themi bowails lier intu ns miav'a te
Orasmîmne, anid is lîorriftît Wheiar tint ahe, lthe dauglîter of a prine, anîd of

n Çiîrigtim, shoumbi meditato muarringo witlt ait unliiaver. Ovoicoutua with
liorror lie tlrutwuu front lier a promnise that the inîirringo ali niethî bu prfornmd,

beOforo a ptiesî %%hein 110 w.11 secuira, shah1 hmve biîoi.d hier, Sind timat in tiha
nieanmtinio sltou vllsy thting tu Orusitia-no. Iii scene seven, Oiosntitxto an-
treat.i Zaïre tu lut tae cortistiony bike lacé) nt once, titat i 1 rad<y andtit
lie onhy wvaitî fur lier. Sho knowei tiot what ta say, lieor htow ta expiain, but
coîtfuilstauinda italffias gives venmt la uxlpreqsions3 of trouble nuit tmitiitîincss,
and finally laes Èl.î rouin, white Oroitnano, thaigi mnwiliing ta behiavo
any ili of lier, ig cotîfounle< and umiaasy lt hier beiviaîir. Ziro, arler a
coîîverziatioiî witl Fattimme, ini Wiicî silo doscribes liai horrible sittitio:t and.
ruuittir.it.as lier expressions af love for Orasinaie, bas nmothur iîîterviow witm
thea Stultant, aven mobre ttmîsa.ti8factory lma» te farimai ella, in wltiei, tîtotigli
nllowiîîg lier love for Iitî, site clcarly imtiites tîtat sila is keepimig sartie
secret frein in. Orosinmane, thotugh avareotua wvith sorrawv aud a horrible
suspicion, gratins lier pttitiîm tu smand tit ana dy in poacc, anmd lo-iiorraw
elle Rays lia slitîl know :lii. lit net four, scano livu, a latter i4 brought to

Oronamt, wiiich an ullicer liait itmtercejîîe< on it.4 way froit Norest:în ta
X:uiîre, iiial whicli broîîght conviction Io tho Jir 'my mind of the unfortmna!o

Orasitana. lu il Néesaî îmkes ain appointnemt ta imeet Zaire ini a scret
pliace, antd endâ bis ha~sty nmota wmîth, '9 %vu intist ri8k ail ; 1 shahl dia if yoti
ara tuntaitiiai." Fiiled witm rage nni cosiuir, Oroiiiîihte conconls his fietl-
ingsî and sends far Zimre. andi witimout tulliiug lier whîat ie lmas <lisc&?verod,
again aske ber af lier afflectiaîi for hiitsaeif, antd regardsl ecd pratestation ai
affecîti ou lier part nt; but authier av:,liuteo af lier Ipowur8 of subterfuge.
Orasniane, iîowcvor, tryim- ta disbei.eve wiiat sentil a certaitîy, rcsolved
ta lot teé latter bc sent to~iler, ami ca if sila %auid imot itegleet thte ardors
contained tercin. Zaire teceived thea latter, tîtougitli will ivtlaubts and.
utzcortaiuty, doos nlot lie.4itate ta ohay the sutîttutîonq, andI sending n message
by the xava that sha tviil nîcut lus titister nt tua appmeintoil place, the naws ia
nt onca carried o (>rastimane. Mndi witlî rago iud ua desira for voncauca, ita
bends aruiers for Nérestmn te ba put in ironis atnd brouiglt ta hiti, white lia
hiniseif waita for Ziire it the reudazvatts. Z tirea mrrivimtg licar-§ foatsteps
and nsks if il be Nérestami. IlNo," raplies tae voica of Orostmati, Il it is I
whatît timonhast, botrayed aud decuivedl," and ie plutiweï tbo knife in her
breset. linrdiy lias lia dlonti the fatal deuil, wltin, lada Mwitb irops,

NerSuLan is brouglit bi.fore lîjîi, and) catchiitg siglit ai Z îtul's depd body, hae
takes tau .ituatiou at a gi:îucu ; witlî a sorrowful cry af, Il Oit, îny sister 1
dea<i !ait, timanster !'I tlie eyes; af Oro8ntume tare opcmiad. Néroïtban auickly
reaitea ail, anti Fatinte a.4sures Ltae king af the warld ai loveauîtd deval. U.i
for hit ini lta heait of Zaure. Ovarcoxîîa witb roitorie axmd sorrow, lia
orulers h ite leau, af Nércatn anti aIl bis; cotipnions, and Legs tho former
ta carry lits% tword ta itia countrymien in France, tell thein of hISe ci ne, but,
add thaI Zaira's nmurdorm lied bean nvenged. Tmon, turning toward the
dend body of bis îtturdered love, lia drives lus sword int Iiie ow» hcart and
faits lifèloss ntllier feel.

ST. J OHN AMBULANCE ASSOCIATIONM.
Anon- the varions and vaicid ellant.8 malle by itan for the relief ofinman

tmtay bo rteckaonot the Il St. Jlohn Aihunlinca Society," for tha ieip af the
8ick andi sufoering. Tîto Oî.lar of '-t. Joi» of Jarusalaîni vias founuled about
1092 for the maitentance o a niorpitail in tat city, antd îîfterwards for tie
dlefenise ai Chtristian plgritits on îi'çirjo;trnoys ta and front the Haoly Land.
It subsaquant> becaîtta a knuitihtiy institution, known as tho Il nI.glt of

MLýalta," but always id ils ltosiî.s Sind ntaintained the duty af alIavi-
atitîg sicknoss and nuffering Abouit the year 1100 titis Order wms first
introduced iuto Eugland, nnd heid higi place tltero. tili 1540. wheu an Act
of Parianiont put an aud ta il. 1l.57 saw it reetoted, anly hawevar, in two
yaars btta ta hâva iti proporty cuîiisicated. whan tha Order witbdrow be
Malt, its lieiditairtcrs, ani waî pricticaiy- lost te Eugiand. * In Malta tho
fortuntes ai titis institution t'aried grentiy. A t hast tlmoy cuintinated in the
ioss af thal place, aitar wiecuv t.eli samrviv;ug brmnch had ta mark out ils own

,future course. Abouit ha:uf a cetî trv sitîce, lit'o af the envona ieu xisting
reinunts of the Ortler. decrerd t:' tevival ai titi En,,lisît br.tnch, nd fromn
tuaI ltte tmp ta te preseut, le fair ,I po.ssiit!', il bas 1,ursued ils original
abject, the helping of tho siek, att -îirîg

The institution ai tha Il St. -Minu .'tmuhîuiillu Aeaci;tiou," for insîrue-
tiou in ltma lirat treatnient ai Il the in)jttri,-i ini îeacu ani tIme wouttided ini
war," lins engaged tae attenttion, ana us tho outteornofa thia Order, together
with mmaîy otîtar gooti warkg. Tit Order and lima socioties arnanating
fronit il, belouîg ta no particular na.t!uztlikîl or religious denontinatian, but is
truly Cathalie, einbraciug ini ils initberi thoso wha arc wiiiing, lika Iheir..
Divine Muster, ta davate thiteave- ta ltae work ai hlîeping the ick andE

During the past few yu.ars thea growtli ai this3 Society in Britain and lier*
calantes lias bcan niost ninrked. ofgL ai e bit ot praininant naintes mn
England aad onx its rail nst liatrone, hîre.idents and tummbars. 11cr R H..

Prineeul Beabrice is liîrsiden ai tae Shtland and Orkney Islands centre,
and ltma Queen lias aiso ,i,.-(n a gracionîs recognition of thi,3 noble wvork by,
soudin- a hSandsomne don tion lu tho saine contra for lthe îîurposo of defraying-
the expense af estîbisiu cdases thora. Her K. H. Princess Louise W,.
presialant af ltae centre ntI Bermtuda, organized thora by Lad.y 1tràssý, to1

%vhume axerlians ta futher bte cause, timit grutituid is dua. Colonel
Dutucan lias dette ltunch for the Association, devotimig Imis abilities, tinie, aàd'

ntmanmy wa advocating and ihavahoping titis uaw seltool ai phîitanllîroiy. lai
R l. H. Princess Christian bus sbown hoer interest i» tua work by passiug the:


