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rious accident occurred during the wholo
period.

‘The rations were of good quahty, and I
henrd no complaints as to quantity.

The question of tho quahfication of officers
is a serious cne.  In somo corps, on account
of so few holding certificates, promotion is
almost at & standsull. During the past
year but few haveapplied for permission to
enter o school of mulitary instruction, 1f a
achool were opened in tho District,no doubt
many more would nvail themselves of the
mstruction thus offered.

The large drill shed at Prescott would be
n convenient place for both a cavalry and
infantry school ; and if o competent artil-
lery instructor wero kept permanently nt
Otiawa, many officers belonging to the Ar
tillery branch could qualify for exnminntion
without any considerzble expense {o the
Qovernment.

Tho Town Council of Prescott provided
fres of expenso to the Government, a field
for brigade drill, water for the men, sheds
for the cavalry and artillery horses, latrines,
and repairs of rifle ranges.

It is tho general impression throughout
the District that municipalities ought not to
expend g0 large a sum for tho advantage of
having tho camp located at a certain point ;
and I have no doubt the timo is fast ap-
proaching whon the Government will have
to provido all necetsary accommodation for
the requiroments of the force during the an
nual {rainings.

The several railway and steamboat com.
panies conveyed the men to and from tho
camp without accident, and on the day of
embarkation. This was not done, however,
—owing to & scarcity of cars on some roads
—without some difficulty, and in some in-
stances with exposure to the men. The St.
Lawrenco and Ottawa Railway moved the
large number of men, camp equipage and
ammunition, over this line with their usual
promptness.

To the officers who served on the tempo
rary staff, 1 am indebted for their attention
and asgistance in carrying on the duties viz:
Major D. A. McDonald, 59th Battalion,
Acting Brigade Major ; Captan Butterfeld,
98th Battalion, Supply Officer; Captain
Weatherly, Governor Geerwui's Foot Guaras.
Musketry Instructor; Captain and Quarter-
master D.B. Jones, 41st Battalion, Camp
Quartermaster; and Captain and Paymaster
Wells, 18th Battalion, and Lieut W. II. Sup
ple, 42nd Batt, Orderly Officers.

Lieut.Colonel McDougall, District Pay-
master, performed his duties in Lis usual
correct manner, and paid the troops at camp
in Prescott, as well as tho artillery in this
district, who performed their drill in Fort
Henry,Kingston,

Since writing the foregoing, I have travel.
led through part of the district, and con-
sulted with several captains as to the possi.
bulity of maintaining their respective com:
panies to the authorized strongth, and with-
out exception they are of opinion that it will
be impossible .0 maintaineven a respectable
minority of their authorized establisbment
under the present system.

Some think that, if a certain number of
annual drills were to be performed at the
company headquarters, the importance of
the organization would be kopt more promi-
nently betore the people, which would natu:
rally tend to stimulate recruiting; but all
are of opinion that the ballot i3 the only re-
liable remedy. i .

Enclosed please find fabular inspection,

and target practico Roturns, all of which
I trustwill he found satisfaclory.
T have tho honor to Lo Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
. 1I. Jacksoy, Lieut. Col

A, Do A- .G-, h[- Do NO. 4.
Tho Adjutant General of Militin,
Ottawa.

CORRELCTION —Li Mustary sttt Mo, 4, page
N3, ceutre colummn, sixth parngraph and cighth
line, there (s a misprint whicl wo are Instructed
to correct. Spenking of Licu Stowart, Uttawa
Ficld Battery, helsrepresento. asthoonly ¢ come
wetent* officorof the earpg, the word shondd have
een combatants

MILIPARY DISTRICT, du. .

‘Ilie Militin in this District are under the
cotumand of Lieut.Culonel Osborne Smith,
C. M, G. now nbsent on duty in Manitola,
in whose abscuco tho temporary command
has been entrusted to Lieut.Col. Bacon, and
whose reports with those of Lieut.Colonel
Fletcher, C. M. G. Liculenant Colonel King,
ond theother Brigade Majors on tho state
of their commands are submitted .

Hran Quanters, MoxTreAL,
October 31st, 1872,

&in,—1 have the honor to inform you,that
the quota of Active Militin requited to be
furmshed from the district under my com-
mand is 3,628.

Tho total actual strength of the force
when mustered at the time of the annual
drill for 1872-'13 was 3,13v. Thero was 498
officers and men wanting to completo the re
qujred quota.

The anvual drill was performed in ac-
cordance with General Orders of 31st May,
1572, and in the following munner @

A Brigade Camp of Instruction was form-
ed for the lIst Brigudo Division near St,
Andrew's 25th June. under my command.

Another for the Z2nd Brigade Division at
Laprarie, under Lieut.Colonel Fletcher, C.M
G. 2Ist June.

And one for the 3rd Brigade Division,near
Sherbrooke, under the command of 1t.Col,
King,2ist June,

The Reports of Lieut. Cols. Fletcher and
Kiog are forwarded berewith, and with my
own will give a record of the annual train-
ing of the Active Militia in Military Instrict
No. 5 for the current year.

The ground chosen for the St. Andrew's
Camp was on & plateau on the north side of
the valley of tuse River Rouge, about two
miles from the village of St, Andrew's ad-
mirably adapted for tho purpose, beautifully
situated, being bounded on both sides by
weeds and commanding a magnificent view
towards the southand east. 1he land kind.
ly given free of charge was the property of
of Mr., Emery Simpson and Mr. Peter Mc
Martin, besides which the inhabitants of St.
Andrews subscribed most liberally and de-
frayed the expense of sinking water pun.
cheons, and provided the camp with a never
failing supply of pure spring water dunng
the whole rime of encampment; to this
cause and the airy situation, I attribute the
almost entire absence of sickness i the
camp.

(Yo bo Continued)

GENERAL LEE AT APPOMATTOX.

(From the Southern Reviow, Baltiraore.)

‘The morning of the 9th of April, 1865,
found the Confederate army in a position in
which its inovitable fate was apparent to
every man in it. The skirmishing which
had begun in its front as its advanco guard

roached Appomattox Court House tho night
beforo, had dovoloped into a sharp fight, in
which the continuous firing of the artillery,
and the stendy increaso of the musketry
told to all that o heavy force had been
thrown across our lino of march, and that
reinforcements to it were steadily arriving,
‘Tho long trains of wagons and artillery were
at fivst halted in tho road, and thon parked
in an adjoining field, allcwing the rear of
tho column to closa up, and additional
{roops to pass to tho front to reinforce the
advanced guard and to form a reserve line
of battlo in their roar under cover of which
thoy might retire whon necessary, While
these dispositions were taking place. Geno
ral Lee, who had dismounted and was stand
ing nour a firo on a hill about two miles
from tho Court Housoe, called tho writer to
him, and inviting him to & seat on a log
n(tlaar by, referred to the situation, and sk
ed,
* What shall yre do this morning ?"

Although this opportunity of expressing
my viows was unexpected, the situation it
self wasnot ; for two days before while nonr
Farnville in consultation with' General Leo
over his roap, the fact of the enemy having
the shortest road to Appomsittox Court
House had been noted and the probability
of serious difficulty there anticipated, and in
the meantime there had been amplo oppor-
tunity forreflection on all tho emergencios
that might ariso. Without reply'ng direct-
ly to the question, howaver, I answered that
it was due to my command (of artillery)that
I should tell him that they were in 48 good
spirits, though short of ammunition and
with poor teams, as they had ever been,and
had begged, if it came to a gurrender, to ‘be
allowed 1o exvend first every round of am
munition on the enemy, and surrender only
tho ompty ammuuition cbests. To this Ge*
neral Leoreplied that there were only re*
maiving two divisions of infaniry sullicien -
ly well organized and strong to ba fully reo-
lied upon (Field’s and Mabone's), and that
they did not number 8,000 muskets toge-
ther ; and that that force was not sufBcient
to warrant him in undertaking-a  pitched
battle. * Then'” Y answaered ** General,
there are but two alternatives; to surren-
der, or to order the army to abandon its
trains and disperse in the woods and bushes
every man for himself, and each to
mako his best way with his arms
either {o thoarmy of General Johnston in
North Caroling, or home {o'the Govarnor of
his state, Wo have a¥ forescen the prob-
ability of such an alternatiye for two days
and l'am sure I spesk the sentiments of
many others besides my own in u ging that
rather than surrender the arm; you should
allow us to disperse in the fvoods and go.
every man for himself,”

*What would you hope" he asked ‘‘to
accomplish by this?”

Ianswered, ** If there is any hopo atall
for the Confederacy, or for the separate
States to mnke terms with the United States
or for any foreign assistance, this course
stands the chances, whatever they may be;
waile it this army surrenders this morning
the Confederacy is dead from that mioment,
Grant will turn 150,000 fresh menagainst
Johnston, and withthe moral effect of our
surrender ho will go, and Dick Taylor -and
Xirby Smith will havo fo follow like g row
of bricks ; whileif we all take to digpersing
in the woods we inaugurate a new place of
tho war,which my be indefinitely.prolonged,
and it will at least have great moral effect in
showicg that in our pledges to fight it out
to the last we meant what we said. And
evep, General, it thereis no hope at allin



