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Meeting of the tico .trmics.—Yesterduny, ns

* wo havo related, the mmin body of the
Southern Army, composed prinoipally of in.
fantry, holted and encamped at Fontmell
Down ; tho cavalty—ns to whose niovo-
ments it was well, for obvious reasons, not
to be too precise—being pushed on o long
way ahead, so & virtunlly to accomplish
the distance, which would be traversed in
tivo ordinary day’s marches, in the course of
a single morning and afternoon. In this
manner it was believed that a position
would be securad which hiereafter would be
very important—that is tosay, whieh would
command the river Wiloy, the turning point
in the mmanoouvres, and possibly secure for
the Southern Army possession of some
of tue many fords and bridges ncross
that stream. The distance to be traversed
by both armies, before they came face to
face, were as nearly as possible equal; at

the worst, therefore cisuming the Northern t

Army patrols to use equal dilligence, it was
believed that there might bo a cavalry skir-
mish near one of these fords laté on the
night of the 4th or morning of the 5th.
Imagine the surprise of an advanced squ -
ron of the Bays, on accomplithing the dis~
tance covered by their forced marceh, to tind
that not alona were all the tords and pas.
snges of the Wiley strongly held by the
Northern Aruy, but that some at least of
their cavalry—two regiments itis believed
—had crossed the river, and like themselves
were patiollingon the southern banlc ! Both
detachments, after sufficiant action to make
their presence nnmistakexble, fell back on
their supports; and then arose the guestion
how the Northern Army came to be in thit
position. It transpired that they, acning up
to the letter of instrucuons, cousidered
themselves at liberty to bogin their march at
the first hour of the day numed for the ope-
rations to begin- numely, at one o'clackn
tho morning. And so far, the construction
which they put upon their iastructions
would seem to have been uccurate, though
no one appeared to have foreseen the hkeli.
hood of such a reading at the time when the
orders were drawn up, But it was held that
they wero not at hiberty to cross the Wiley ;
and the two regimonts which had done so
were accordingly withdrawn. A release of
the prisoners takon was also mude, These
consisted principally of a baking party of
the Control, ca%turcd, together with thewr
ovens, by the Northern Cavalry in the first
zeal of their raid upon tho banks of the
the Wiloy—a feat which well nigh
stopped the rationsof their own men,among
others, for captives obviously could neither
continue to receive supplies nor prepare ra.
tions for consumption by either of the forces.
No time was lost in transmitting, by day
sigoal;-and by night flashing. intelligence of
the state of things n front to Sir John Michel
and the bulk of the Southern Army in rear,

and an ‘* early start”’ was necessarily the (P

word with all the brigades tlus morning.
The march fiom Fontmell Down towards
+h:n Wiley is considerably longer than thst
{rom Blandford to Fontmell Down, and on
the high grounds especially, the men and
horses were muol tried by the strong wind
which to day has aucceeded after a night's
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heavy rain, to the soft, relaxing steamy heat
of yestorday. Men, however,did not pause to
dwell on the details, and as little us possible
on the futiguesof the march; their thoughts
wero occupied with sshat might bo going on
in front. And when, having marched to
j Fontmoll Down aud Lady Down—suffciently
for w1 all conscionce for ono day—they heard’
stirring news of what the oavalry. divi.
sion were doing, with ronéwed spirit, they
again got under arms, and pushed forward
to a point sufficiently near to have shared in
influencing tho fortunes of the day bad the
conflict continued u very littla whils longer,
Passing from the hine of murch of the main
body to the efforts of the divisions actually
in position on the heights abovoe the Wiley,
it is necessary,for the snke of making events
clear, to rovert in point of time to the cmly
morning. After the question which had
arisen the night before, ilis Royal Highness
tho Comwander in Chiof and the umpire's
staff were naturally anxious to find them
selves at tho earliest moment on tho line of
operations, and accordingly feft Salisbury
for Wiley by a special train ut seven o'clock.
‘Thero is an earlier traln at hmlf past six
o'clock, and by this all officers and others
interested in tho movéments, but not im-
mediately conneoted with headquarters, or
with the umpiro staff, were compelled to
ravel. Tho contending forces on either
side wero restrainéd imperatively from com-
moncing operations upon & scule of any:im
portance befora eight o'clock, to afford time
for tho avrival of their trains and for the
umpires to take horse and proceed either
to the fords of tho Wiley or to the Northern
Cavalry Camp at Lamb Down, a distance of
about two miles from Wiloy station. The
gl.nciug of outposts, however, was not for-
idden, and accordingly preparations were
madoby the indefutigahle Hussar Regimefits
the Tth and 10th, ns well us the 12th Lan
cers. and Col. Wombwell, for exploring.
when tho proper moment arrived, every
inch of ground in front of the Northern Di.
vision. ['he grent ohject, of course, was to
ascertain the practibility of usssiling their
camp, for there were resons to believe that
it had been pitched in a position very con-
venient for watering purposes, and well se
cured as long as their cavalry patrolled both
banks of the Wiley, but which became, in-
securo and exposed, the moment tha two re*
giments were withdruwa to the northerp eide
of the river. Without exposing at any
time more thun a dozen trodpers or so,
though three or four regiments lay concealed
and ready to springinto action from behind
plantations, and haystacks and farmhouses
and everything which could afford safe cdver
the Cavalry of the Light Brigade persever-
ingly swept backwards and forwards, and
right and left, communicating by signals
with their headquarters in rear, till the ex
act position of the Northern camp was ascer-
tained, together with tho point trom which
itcould best be enfilnded.. T'his occupied
somo cousiderable time, during which
strange to say, no hostile signs procesded
from the northern camp toshow that they
wero aware of what was going on, though
the infuntry posts at the fords and bridges
now and then exchanged shots with the
nearest vedettes upon our side. At last, the
preparations being completo,. our batteries
luced upon the brow of Wiley Down, one
above tho other, were unmasked, and ghe
first discharges produced «n 1mmediafe_and
almost unhoped for effect. There wwas a
sudden commotion liko. that which follows
the overturning of a beehive; and.a buaming,
as it were, of men und horses and trains of;
Control wagons, Down fall the nenrest and

most prominent ungles of canvas, and in ao-
tual warfare, we know that tho destruction
actually caused would be as nothing to the
effocts of tho cohfusion which would be
roduced by tho scattering of tho harses
rigntoned by thosudden bursting of shells
in theiv vicinity. The position of tho at-
tacking battalions wers shifted, the whole
oamp was now enfiladed, sid whet so recent
1y were tho proud and threatening lines of
GeneralShuto were lovelled with the ground,
To surpriso'ahd shell an enem’s camp and
to drive hios back tpon a position two or
three miles further od, is on insignilicant
victory, nnd had mntters rested there, the
Southoin Army might well have sot off this
triumph against the undoubted surprise of
the night march ; but chance and dilligent
patrolling throw still better things in the
way. ‘Fhe Northern Cavalry, notwithatand
iug their recent disaster,apparently belioved
that they stillhad a_great preponderance of
force, and did all in their power to induce
the Sou.liern commander to quit his shelter
and attack, and thus to bring himself under
tho range of butteries, which therowas ron.
son tb believe wete cumningly posted oun the
commanding points alone the tiver Wiley
For a couple of hours or 8o their ineffectual
attempts to ¢ draw '* Sir ThomasdacMahon
wero persevered in, At last, itdeemed as if
hostilitics were being Abandonéd by mutual
forisent, { \d: the atiillery nnd heavy cavalry
of the Southein Army had actually with.
drawn from the front, asad were returning
towards the point where they wero to en:
camp, when the intelligence, wonderful if
tide, was réceived that tho 13th Hussars
had crossed the river and were advancing in
somo for-e Lo revonnoitre. Gol, Tower, of
the 3rd 2 .agoon Guards, at onco led his re
ginent forward, thinking ut the outset that
he had only to capture a venturesome squad-
ron. The [3th however. were supported, as
it turned out, by the 9th Lanc-rs, and ulti-
mately by the 2ad Life Gunrds, whose durk-
ened cvirasses we had thus the apportunity
of seeing at close quarters. They however.
always laboured under the disadvantaga of
charging uphill and over ploughed ground,
while the Southern cavalry delivered their
charges with the full impetus of descent.The
movements wers brilliant and exciting, the
horsés is some of the charges being reined
in'not at the.prescribed distance of 100yards,
tut at little.more then ten feet or so from
the opposinf squadron. This was notably
the case with the charges of the 9th Lancers
and 2nd Life Guards, who did all that men
could do to retrieve adverse fortunes. But
the gradients or the sccidents of the mo
went were against tham, and in every in
stance the decision of the umpires was
adverse to the nttacks proceeding from the
Northern cavalfy. As already mentioned,
had the contest lasted only a little longer,
the infantry divisions would have reached
‘the-scent, and have imparted a new charae-
terto the struggle. Without them, though
Sir ‘Thomas MacMahon remained master of
tho heights, he could not venture to attack
the bridges and fords which were guarded
by infantry, and thus for to night, at least,
the Southern Army is tied to its own side of
the river. 1t was a subject of general re-
mark that after the first signnl achievement
ifi shelling the Northern camp, the artillery
on both mdes was slow in comiug futo

.action, and thus the frequency and inteasity

of thie cavalry charges were increaséd wheu
a few well-dircctéd shots in flank mist have
made cither side turn its rein aud gallop off.
It was a singular coincidence that during the
hotteat.episodes of the_cavalty combat nei.
ther Gencral Walpole norSir John Miohel



