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understand each other, to discover the
truth which lies at the bottom of the error;
with the determination cordially to love
whatever is lovable even in those in whom
we cordially detest what is detestable.
And, in proportion as we endeavour to do
this, there may be a hope that men will see
that there are, after all, some true disciples
of Christ left in the world, “because they
have love one to another,"—Dean Stanley.

International 8, 8. Innon
October gth.

THE TABERNACLE.—Ex. 40: 1-16,
(From the S. S. World.)

Goroxx Texr.—Then a cloudoovered the
tent:of:the vungregation, and the Glory of
the Lord ﬁlledt}\e 'abernacle.— Ex, 40 : 84.

CeNTRAL TRUTH.—TheLord gives ancess
to Himaelf,

LESSON EXPLANATIONS.
BY JOHN HALL, D.D., NEW YORK.

(1) -In our last lesson we saw the way in
which the Hebrews responded to the call
for the means of setting up the tabernacle.
Now we are to look at the tabernacle itaelf,
It was worth to the Hebrews sll it ocoats
and unspeakably more, just as churches and
seminaries and vther Christian institution,
are worth far more than the labour and
money needed for their erection and main-
tenance.

(2) In reading the Scriptures, one finds
many allusions to the tabernucle and its
setvices, which we cannot understand with-
out reference to the origin«l aoccunt. In
wnastering tha truth of this lesson, there-
fore, we are acquiring the means of under-
standing large portions of our Bible.

The connection 1s to bs noticed. The
chapters immediately before give sn
aocount of the making of the sacred atruc.
ture, its furniture, conrt-bangings, etc. The
time needed for the daing of all thisbrought
the people up to the beginning of the second
year out of Egypt. Henoe the direction iu
v. 2, ** On thefirst day of the first month*
—As15, on the 14th of which came the Pase-
over (and which after the cag.'vity was
oalled Nisan), 1t would then be ready for
the second Passover (v. 2). ,

What was the tabsrnacle? The people
had no buildings, only tents to dwell in.
Their place of worship was of the same
kind as their dwellinge, just ss when they
DLeoame settled, and bad houses, » avlid edis
fice was built, (God'shoussshould not be
poor and mean, while the worshippers are
rich and lnxuriously lodged). Pillars of
brass eight feet high were set up. They
supported curtaine or scrvens making a
court seventy-five feet front and twios as
wide in depth. Inthisstood a tent thirty
feel in front and sixtyin depth, its aides
about sever and a half feet in height, and
its aloping roof at the -ridge-.about three
times that height. Within this -was a
amaller atructure, of costly wooden walls-
fitteen feet highand wide, and forty'-ﬁve
foet long, richly decorated. It was divided
by a rich screen into two rooma or spart.
wments, called tho inner and the outer. The
outer and i was the Holy Placs; tho
inner and smaller was the  Holy of Holies.”
None:but Aaronand his successors in the
higbpriesthood could enter the latter;
other priests mumstered in the outer,

This holy edifice 18 called by various
names in Scripture, aa “tent” (Num. 9:
15), ** house " (Josh. 6 : 24}, *‘ranctuary’
(Lev.12:4), *‘temple™ (1 Sam. 1: 9,
sstabernaclo «f the congregation” (Ex. 29 :
42 46), and ** tabernazle of witness ” (Num,
17:7), (So we speak of *‘the church,”
+¢ths church-building,” * the houseo! Giod,”
“the:sanctusry,” or as ounr fathers, in so
many onser; apokeof the ¢¢ meating-house.”)
So much in explauation of v. 2 .

In v. 8 we bave the *“ ark of the testi-
mony,” deecribed in Ex. 25: 10-22 (which
aee), the place of God's meeting with the
People. through His servante. (See Ex. 25, :
22.) It was the sacred aymbol of Jehovah’s
presence. Itis enclosed, shut in, only ap-
proached in prescribed ways, that men
might learn the holin'ss and the  majesty of
God, and that He can only be approached
in the way H« ordains. It was not to be
danced about with .impure revellings, like
the goldon calf. Wheu it is said, “ Cover
the ark with the veil,” it means counceal it
from sight with the curtain; which has
thus a solemn meaning. It was.this ‘veil
that was rent at the crucifixion (Matt. -273
51). .

——

Now weocome (v. 4) té the farniture of
the outer, larger room, the holy place. It
had a table, with certain things on it, as
dirested (inLev, 24: 59). In this Godin
a degree camme riesr to the Jewish Cliarch,
throngh the priesthood. There was also »
candlestiok, described in Ex. 25 ; 81-40, on
one side, and an altar of -ﬂld for inoense,
described in Ex. 30: 1-9. The lampe of the
ocandlestick were to be lighted. The table
of shew-bread (fellowship with God) is at-
tended by the enlightenment of the soul,

Then (v.5) directions are given for the
placing in the holy place of the altar of iu-
cense, on which the priests offered incense,
ss men meet God in and prayer.
The hanging of the door screened this from
common view,

Then outside the holy place (v. 8), in the
oourt, was placed the altar of burat offer-
ing. Noapproach, it says, to God aud no
communion with him but through atone-
ment. This the, dxloeould. soe. Christ
was publicly me}ﬁ .

Nearer tothe holy place than this (v. 7)
waa the laver—not holy water for every
one, asin the Romsn Catholic arrange-
ment, but for the priests (see Ex. 30 : 17 21),
indicating tha' along with atonement, legal
justifieation, there muet be with him who
would have fellowship with God, puri'y of
hoart. The Holy Ghost is given after
Christ’s sacrifice, He who belisves Christ
receives the Holy Ghoat.

V. 8 orders the setting’ up of the hang-
ing of the court, The church is an en-
closure, not the world. The heathen could
not gointoit ; nor conld the defilid Israel-
ite.

So much for the arrangements ; now we
havein the remainder of the lesson (vs. 9-
15), the annivting, or consecration, firet of
the placen (vs. 9-11), then of the priests (vs.
12:15). The ** oil" isdelned in Ex. 80 : 22-
83. There ~vas to be nothing like 1t (sve v.
83). There is but one Holy Ghost, and no
rite, or priest, or penal suffering can do His
work.

The sprinkling of the holy place and fur-
niture said in eftect that the real value of all
to be done depended on the wark of the
Holy Ghoat, It is the type of that which

‘Jesns described (John 4 : 23, 24). Nomat-

ter how rich the gift lail on the altar of
burot offering, the spiritnal element is that
which God valuaes.

The gersons .as wall.a8 the. places are
anointed" (for the ‘way, #ee Tiev: 8 1:10-18) :
Aaron and his sons, after washing with wa-
tar, for thia priesthood is to be continuous,
going from father to son, It is a unity, ““a
perputuat priesthond,” a fype of the ono—
the only one—of power, the prieathood
of the true Melchizedek. Their garments,
made 2{ divine directions, are similarly
anoint The carrying oat of this is de-
tailed in Lev. 8.

The laat verse of our lesson describes the
fidelits of Moses. He did not please his
own taste or sense of fitness, but did as the
Lord commwanded hiwn. So should we do.

To see the lesson of this arrangement, we
must remember the state of head and heart
of .the people to be taught, as illustrated in
their making and worshipping of the calf.
They have to be taught the holiness of God
and tbﬁn;{:ﬁtmﬁty of His worship. Henoce
theesar:> Eemenu. (Mustratefrom aschool-
room for: wal.mutes and the blind, and 1ts
odd and cunbrous apparatus.)

(@) Thistabernacle was the centre around
which the peopls encamped. So the cross
the atonement, is the central point round
which all God'’s people rally. Leave it out,
and Christians subdivide endlessly.

() 1t was an outward picture of the way
of spiritual aocess to God. (See foregoing.)

(©) It indicates that Grd counld only be
known and approsched as He ordained. He
is © a God that hideth Himself;” not a famil-
iar ohject made by amith and carpenter.

. (d) AUl whocome to Him must be: holy-
His people are now a holy priesthood (1 Pet.
2: 9), cleansed, anointed, ordained to uffer
sscrifioes.

{¢) Indirectlv we 1may learn how wecan
be towples of Gud, the law (ark) hidden in
our hearts, every part of our lives acoording
to God's word, and we ourselves 8o living.as
to invite others into fellowahip with God.

—Somebody askei Mr. Moody at the
Northfield convocation, * What do you
think of the present system of ‘training in
our.theological seminaries 7' “I have no
opinion about it,” was the reply ; **I'never
‘went through' a theological seminary, and
I never talk-about anything I know nothing
about” What a. pity there are not more
Moodys !

LIVING FOR GOD.

Not always, nor often, does God in.
vite us to do some greas thing for Him,
Isaiah volunteered to go to his own
people, his own neighbours, and try,with
his cleansed lips, to make their lips
clean. And though at times he had to
rebuke princes and to pronounce the
doom of nations, yet it was his whole
life which he dedicated to God, with all
its petty details of daily conduct. It was
part of his work to live with the pro-
phetess he took to wife according to a
Divine law, to name and train his chil-
dren so that little Immanuel and little
Mahershalal-hash-baz should He * for
signs and for wonders in Israel from the
Lord of hosts.”

And, in like manner, God sends us to
our own people, to our kinsfolk and
acquaintance. We have been cleanced
that we may cleanse them. And we are
not to wait for great opportunities which
seldom come, which may never come to
us, and for which we might not prove fit
if they did come. We are to endeavour
50 to order our own life by a divine law
that, even in the trivial round and com-
mon task, we may show that we have
taken God for our King, and that we
delight to do His will. It is by this
patient and constant heed to the little
things of daily conduct that we are gra-
dually to build up a character and life
wholly consecrated to Him ; and if we
do but take the trivial occasions for
self-conquest and self-denial, for resist-
ing evil and doing good, which every
day affords, we may safely leave God to
link on day to day, and duty to duty, and
to draw all our poor and imperfect acts
of service into the large and efiectual
ministry by which He is teaching and
saving the world.

This, then, is our high calling and vo-
cation,—to live for God, so that our very
lives: may speak for Him. To this ser-
vice we are invited to volunteer, that,
while serving, we may be free. For this
‘service, if only ‘we choose it, God quali-
fies us by revealing to us the sacred and
abiding realities which underlie all the
shadows and changes of time. And,
indeed, the service is often so hard, and
appears so unsuccessful, that we cannot
hope to be steadfast in it unless we see
all that Isaiah saw, and share hisstrong
persuasion that God rules over all and
rules forail good. If we would under-
stand what the difficulties of this divine
service are and where lies our hope of
being faithful to it, we have but to con-
sider the task which the prophet was
called upon to undertake, and the mo-
tives which secured his fidelity.
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MAKING HERSELF USEFUL.

One day Flora thought to herself,
“What a useless little girl T am! I let
mother do everything. She mends my
clothes, she combs my hair, she waters
the plants, and she feeds the canary-bird.
Surely I am old enough to take some of
the trouble.off her hands. She has now
gone to market, Fwill surprise her when
she comes back.”

So Flora looked around to see what
she should put her hand to first. She
spied the big watering-pot, ““ I know what
I willdo!”she said. Then she took the
watering-pot, and setting it down in the
sink in the wash-room, she turned the
faucet and letthe water flow in. As soon
as the pot-was haif full, she lifted 1t out,
though not without wetting her frock
somewhat,

Taking the watering-pot into the hall,
where the flower-pots were, she began
watering a plarit that had been placed
on one of the hall chairs. But for ten
drops that reached the plant, a thousand
fell on the chair, and dripped onto the
floor. “How it behaves !” said Flora.

'So after she had produced a great puc-
dle on:the floor, she set the watering-pot

_down.. Not discouraged. by-her .awk-

. tend to the canary-bird.

wardness, she now thought she would at-
To do this she
had to stand on a chairand lift the cage
from its hook. This she did pretty well.

Then she set the cage down on the
floor and opened the dour of the cage, to
put in fresh waterand seed.  But before
she could do this, little Dicky, the bird,
flew out and perched on the back of a
chair. No sooner was hethere than Old
Claw, the cat, came in and made a leap
for poor Dicky.

“QOh, you bad bad cat!” screamed
Flora ; but Claw did not heed her, He
failed in seizing Dicky, and the little
frightened bird was flying round, not
knowing where to alight.

At this crisis, Flora’s mother came in.
Dicky at once alighted on her head and
felt safe. “ What is the meaning of all
this ?’ said Mamma. *“Who left the
water running in the wash-room?
Who has been spilling water in the hall ?
Who has let poor Dicky out of his cage ?’

Flora hung her head, “ 1 wanted to be
useful, mamma,” said she, ready to cry.

“ Drive the cat out of the room and
then come to me, my child,* said mam-
ma.

So when Claw had vanished, and the
door had been shut, and Dicky had been
put back in-his cage, mamma took Flora
on her knee, kissed her and said, “There
is an old proverb, my dear, and it is this:
‘The more haste the less speed’ My
little girl must not try to do things till
she can do themsafely. Such attempts
will lead her into mischief. When you
want to be useful let me know, and I
will give you a task.”

Flora promised that she would remem-
ber this.—/da Fay in the Nussery.

OPINIONS OF DISTINGUISHED
MEN ON THE LIQUOR
TRAFFiIC.

Dr. Lyman Beecher: I defy any one
to show that rumsellers are not murder-
en” .

John Wesley: “They murder by
wholesale, neither doth their eyes pity or
spare, and the inheritance of blood is
theirs.”

Senator Morril in the United States
Senate : “ The liquor traffic is the gigan-
tic crime of crimes in this age, and par-
ticularly in this country.”

The Bishop of Manchester, England :
“Beer and wine shops with vaults are
gateways to hell.”

Dr. Willard Parker, of New York:
“The alcohol is the one evil genius,
whether in wine, ale, or whiskey, and is
killing the race of men.”

John Wil.iams, the martyr missionary
of the Pacific Islands: “ I dread the ar-
rival of an American ship, for though
she may have more missionaries in her
cabin, she brings in her hold the death-
waters of damnation.”

Dr. Humphrey, President of Amherst
Coliege, 1833 : “ It is plain to me, as the
sun in a clear summer sky, that the li-
cense laws of our count:y constitute one
of the main pillars on which the stupen-
dous fabric of intemperance now rests.”

Rev. Canon Wilberforce: * People
talk about regulating liquor traffic ; they
might as well try.to regulate the tooth-
ache, when the true remedy is to extract.”
The advocates of the license law would
say: “Tie a stringent rag around the
jaw, and leave the affected nfolar to
throb and ¢stoon.’ Drawing the tooth
would savor too much of coercive legisla-
tion.”

The London ZTimes: * It is far too
favourable a view to treat ‘the money
spent on it as if it were cast into the sea.
1t would have been better if the corn had
mildewed inthe ear. No way so rapid
to increass the wealth of nations and
the morality of society as to annihilate
the manufacture of ardent spirits, con-
sisting as they do of an infinit¢ wasteand
unmixed.evil.”




