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A BlANK MAXAGER ON MUNICIPAL AFFAIIIS

Mr- Crombie, Manlager of the Queblec l1ank. Thloroid*
Ont., recentiy delivercd nu inaugural acldress as Presi-
dent of the B3oard of Trade, whichi lias fnr more thita
local interest. Thorold is a towni in the Niagara t'eu-
insula n few miles front lte Falls. itear St. Catharines,
ou a direct line betweeîî Port Caiborie, Lýake lrie, and
Port Dalhousie, Lake Onttario. Tiis district catiiîs
an aniatnt of wvater powver inat exceeded by nu
equal area iii the world. ?%r. Croin.lie urges considera
lion behîg giv'enu the utilization of tbis; possibleC
source of wealth. He regards the location of the town
as aile fuil of promise of deveioptment, as ini ibis rage of
electricity, when wvater limer and ciectrical forces %vork
together, lte proxiiutily of Thoroid ta Niagara Falls,
where great factories liave been and arc being erected
for new articles of commllerce, opens up a prospect of
situilar enlerprises being establislicd iii that localiîv.
He reniarks:

"lIu this pcriod of rapid trn.isit, steaii n ad clectric
railways, bicycles and easy communication hy Iclephanle
and teiegrapli, lte advaniage of hanviug factorits owitC(l
and controllcd by the saine cotupallies, olvy a few miles
apart, caniio bc gaiusaid. Have wve îîot anu instance
aiready it lte purclxa!: by Mr. VJillsoil of %vater poiwers
fo- the mantufacture ai te new acetylcîte gais, and for
whichi the factories are now being crccted. Thitenagain
there are several throughi eiectric railways proposcd.
and for whichi charters have been applied, connecîiig
Toronto, Hamtilton and Niagara Falls, and boat con-
liertion wvith Toronto ; .iincolin radial electrie railivay,
the Welland Canal Power anîd Suîpply Company, (le-
cribed by J. H. Kelly, anl ezîgineer. in thie Ga'zadia', ii «1-
guirer, -as the greatest waier power schicîne in the w'orld.
Tihis is at aur doors. Titis is a plan t t ap the Wellantd
river five miles fraîît its entrance into tbe Niagara
river, at ar near Chippawa, and the waler is la bc
utilized itear Tiîoroid. H-e says there wvili be ait avail-
able fnil Of 320 feet, witli a possible hot-e power of
300,000. Ticie is also a siruilar sclîcuxe p)rojected tvitiî
ouiet at jox dan-ail Itese sclhentes uiay or inay ualt
eventuate, but il is evident tlie cyes of lte capitalisîs
and proinoters are turcd in titis direction."

H1e suggests a list af ail vacant wvater pawvers becig
secured wvith ail lte information îtecessary fur treatiiug
with prospective investars. While uirginig iiînprove-
inexîts and extensions of eiccîric liglthing, lie recoin-
inends better regulatiaits by the îîtuîîiicipality for plac-
ing telegraipi antd tciepitaît: pales, whiciî are put up of
tte ntost uîtsiglîtly kind witlîout any auttliority or regaird
for public coxtvenieîîce. Tlioroid isnoal aloie ini-i vinig
strouîg grauds for conîplaint on itisscore. Trotclitig
a local grievance causcd by an clectrie Elne takzing the
people eisewhiere ta nliake purchanses. a growitig trouble
iii mauv sutail towîîs, 'Mr. Croînhie asserîs Oit the
business could be kept al~ home if local inerchants
showed mîort pushi antd cut -xrise. Ile ks righî., aid
styles af store-kecpittg have ha- thecir day ; the country
ittercîtant :nust adapt lus îî,it:s ta hiof i'i. citu
or large îtwn rivais if lie ilîîteuds tu rehati te local
busi' 'ýs H1e gocs aot ta recoinîîîii eflorts la sectire
mnore favora ble freigit rates, a gond suggestion, a> ctir
smnalicr towns suifer froin saine îtîaresii tii re-
spect. The orgatisa-rtian i it agricultural society, %with

buildings for displays af prod nets, etc., is tlrged; titis
also is goaci advice, sucît a saciety woulcl attrnct fat-
mîers and advertise the tawît widely.

A park and grattds for holding band concerts is
ltrge(l as likely to be unil o11> .a source af eîtjoyluîent ta
tîte towinspeoplc. but au attraction ta visitors. Iu titis
Mr. Croilibie shows a level lited , a towît iii these days
witlt. a park antd witltout caitveîieîtces for recreation
is a lowit withauî t euterprising. public-spirited inthabi-
lats , it is a place belittd the tinties antd biddiîîg fair tu
be leit beltiid iii ai tuit is honoarable ta a coiinînuniity.

Tlue uiew Presidutut eniters a strong piea for wvater-
waorks. It is certaiîtiy ait extraordinary tltiiig for a
towut ta bc boasting ai its water power resources while
it bas 11o public ivater suîpply for the people. " Cal)
axtyoile suppose i. po.ssible," lie asks -tat auty fattîily
itîdividual seekiîtg a ttew p)lactul reside, uîtless cait-
pelled i l ive hiere, woulcl select rhorold without
watcrworks ta aiy ai te alther places witlî theun ?
Tltoroid %vith, waterworks wvould. 1 believe, ini two
vears be aile of te prettiest tawhîs ii lte cannlty. \Viere
there are veaterworkF, tite people, as a, mie, front the
igiesî ta tue Iiuîtixble..t, takze a pricle iii kceping their

lawiîs ar little plots iii front ai titeir homtes mtat, antd
are eutcouraged la itîdlulge ii the cultivatiou of flowers
and slîubberies ta beautify the tawu." \W itîay add,
andi increase ils halfiesfur ait amtple supply ai
miater for douîestic uise is exce(edantgly- lelpfttl in loiver-
inig lte risk of sickiuess. Another serions cousideration
lie puits witlunuch farce . « Look aI te advantages we
wotild ga-iin:-Recuîced rates for instîrance, antd ut cati-
sequeiîce miore deînaiid for factories. Contpaîties wvil
nol locale wlierc tliy htave ta pay litavy insuraxce be-
sicles lte danger they wouîld be_ i ot ai aviing tiîeir build-
intgs leslroycd by fire ; iitcrcase iii vaine ai t-cal estate,
tucrease it t-dits by reasoît of mîore people always coin-
tîtg itlo lte towit \aterivorks, 1 arn taid. couid bx-
buiît ai mtoderate cast, antd could bz mtade s.,elf-stisain-
înig.

Ilaviîîg lte advamuîage ai lte practical Mdeas and
kîtowledgc of thecir Presidenu ai lthe B;oard af Tra l, wve
trust lte pretly litIle tawn ai Tlioroid wvill eitdeavor la
realize ils pirssibiiiec ai dIeveiopinutt. \Vhen ils water-
%vorks are sarted, *1 iay wce bc tlicre ta sec," ind ta
coîtgralulale lte people ait tieir w~iscioui it takziîg Mr.
crolutbie's naice, wvhiell we coîrîmuiend ta lte attention of
zxîaiî' allier toivits iii titis Domîtinionî.

A I3AIKER'S LIEN CASE.

A soincwlîat sixiguilar case %vas reccnitly settlcd in
alpeazl hy lte Court ai Eesoi Edinbutrgh. A cuistanter
il owiitg lthe Royal Bantk ai Scotiand ici ,200. His
uectittor in windiîîg up hlis estait paid ita lte sanie
hîautk 'S,î o t teiir account as excclltos ai tîtebank's
debtor. Tiercupot lte batik scized titis itîoney .and
npplivd il to liquiidate lte debtl kit hy lieir deccased
ctiNtOnitte. 'ruteir plea was tat te execuitors were
ntierely rtvprecuîîiativ'es of lte estate wh'licli %vas indebt-
vd to thitn. antd tlie ilelsit -,as practicaliy miade ait tue
sauteiq accoutut as lte ot:te vcrdr.-wit. I at lower
court bI,,rd Darinîg gra nted titis plea, îtplolding the
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