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will to his  Father's will, his own feelings to
temptible little life easy and pleasant, he has | the finishing of the work given him to do.
no thought for the pleasure o} others, no un- | And-uot till the workers in raisir:z that temple
selfish thinking of his neighbor, much less of | shall have learned how likewise to deny
God. And let me add, that's the motive of ! themselves, will thiey speed on the great con-
not a few even in their striving for Hegven. ; summation,
There are men seeking thrones on the yight ! ‘I'he leader in the Christian warfare is He
and I=ft of Christ, in his kingdom, who like | whom no selfish gain could divert from his
Zebedee's sons, are just as’ far from obeying i Divine purpose. 1lis great, unselfish soul
this precept, as the man whose highest mo-! appeared the more, the nearer he came to the
tive 15 10 get a fortune with which to retive | cross and vietory. Seil-denial was in every
to some fine spot to rest and enjoy. ¥or hour of his life. ~Self-denial was in every lu-
what is the religion of many but just & bar-! hor and sorrow. Self-denial was in every
gaining for so much in eternity, for a certain | restraint of feeling, in every forgiving prayer.
price of sacrifices und observances in time, o | Self-deninl was consummated when he sub-
denying themselves to a variety of things{ mitted to the death of a commen criminal,
they would otherwise indulge in, in conside- | that thereby the world might be blessed.
ration that it will be repuid to the full here-{ From all these, the experiences of his life, he
after. ‘They deny themselves, but not forljs saying to his followers, with the powerof a
Qhrist’s sake, simply for theic own sake,! ];\.inlg example, “ If any man will come after
They choose to be veligious becanse i’s a; me let him deny himself.”
prudent thing, not very difficult now, and "This brings me now to sperk more briefly
romising an eternity of ease and enjoyment. " of the furiher duty required of every follower
care not what austerities such men practise, . of Christ, cross-beaving. ‘The cross is used as
I care not what religious name they wear,'a fizare to express the tiuls men have to
self is still everything. ‘They ave not practis- : meet in Kife, The cross of the Christian is
ing that self-denial Chuist asks and approves.« thus, &is burden of trouble.  Ishall look on
'he great change that takes place on ' it in two lights suceessively, and show what
maw’s heart when the Spirit of Gud has in each of these respects is implied in a man's
wrought on it and brought him to Christ, is’ taking up his cross and following Christ. §
thas he becomes thoroughly unselfish. He [ take the eross as representing: First, e
feels that he cannot live for  himself, that he | froubles, or powerfu) experiences, common o
is not his own but bought with a price, that ! ¢l men.
God has a elaim on him, that he is bound by |  «}[an is born unto trouble as the sparks
corstraint of love, to make himself over with fly upward.” "Lwere in vain to attempt to
all he is and has, to Jesus Christ. 'That he ! enumerate all the phases of human ill, the
is not here for the purpose of seeking the ' various forms the cross assumes. It woald

ed with schemes by which to make his con-

greatest measure of happiness, but that he
may grow to the highest possibility of man-
hood, and do the greatest possible amount of
work for Christ’s sake. ‘I'his is his unselfish
motive, and while he acts on it, ke is happy.
Livery Christian has opportunities of prac-
tising  this self-denial ;  times when that’
which is lawful may not be expedient;
times when your inquiry must be nof, will
Slus or }hut be the more easy and agreeable,
vut which of them, thic or that is con-
sistent with what I owe to my God and
Saviour, and for his sake to my fellow-men.
Yea every purpose we form, be it great or:
small, should be based on this, that the will |
cf God, not our own will, should be our will, '
and the glory of God, not our own pleasures,
the end of all we do.

Would that all might realise and act upon |
this principle ; would that this were the per- |

lead m2 to speak of misfortunes in besiness,
of family cares, of personal sorvows. It
would include every wound in the flesh, aml
every sorer wound in the spirit. It would
comprehend the causes of every cry 1 hear,
from those of childhood to those of frail oli
age. It would be the sad record of innume-
rable lives, in which every one bas its own
bitter drop. I shall not attempt to enume-
rate for the text tells us that we are to take
up, not the cross of every man, not th{e cross
of any ofher man, butevery man his own
cross and bearing it, to follow Christ. Lvery
man knows his own sorrows best, vea he
alone can know the most bitter of them, for
the law of nature, as of grace, is “ that every
man shall bear his ownr burden.” Observe
the text does not mean that you may or may
not earry s cross. It cannot mean that you
may or may not as you choose have care and

meating spuric of our Churches, instead of that | pain. It comes whether you will or not.
self-secking, that wiserable littleness of soul ! Every man has a cross made for Lim, ‘“}‘1
that appears in so many forms. "Lis this is | every man, sooner or later, shall have it laid
causing envy and dissension among professing ' on him. The test prescribes tie Spirit in
Christians, ~ *Tis this is hindering the diffusi- * which it should be submitted 10 or under-
ou of the Gospel amoag the heathen. *Dis: taken. .
thi%:_ the lack of the sel-forgetting spirit of | We aveto fake il up. To do so unmur-

'(,:hrlst, explains your apathy in religious work. ' muringly, and to bear it cheerfully. When

The foundation of the great spiritual temple ' we are éxposed to affliction of any kind, we

was laid by him who subordinaied his own i-are to look on it as meant for us, and good



