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NIývW5PAPERS ANI) TH&m LAW op? L.r»EL.-Mr. Irving Brown,
in bis interesting Anicrican letter to the English Law Journal,
1ias the falowing; "I1 was aise interested in reading another
reent paragraph in your journal, in which it %vas said that 'the
representatives of the press ought no longer te be permitted te
be ?reseiit at executions.' That has been tric ;n the State of
New York. Wheri death by electricity was substituted for 'iang-
ing, a few years ago, the law even provided that no newspaper
should publish an), accotunt of the ex.jcution beyond the rnere
announnement of the fact. Sucb acry as the newspapers set up!
No iicwspaper paid ai.y attention to the prohibition, but they ail
kept out publishing their sensational, disgusting, and denioralix-
iuig details, columuns long. Nobody dared bring themn ta
accountt, ind vcry shortly the provision %vas repealed ; and now
the luvcwspapers ail over the country are trying to get relief froni
the ordiinary law of libel, in order that they miay publish scandai
and faIlsuchood unrestrained. Two or three States have reiaxed
thu lam, in their faveur. But why should newspapers have anv
spocial1 priv'iiege of libel ?"Why, indeed ? But they have-at
Icaist, it is truce in practice, if flot iii theor. In soie of the
cv-_iug papers, which have been nlot inaptly described as " liter-

arvga lic."there are too often ta be noticed insinuations.
i tit ticliue>s, misrepresentations, and omissions, with a suggestio
fidsi hure- and suppressio veri there, whîch often cause grievous
iisuunderstandings, and sornetimies do imrparable înischief.
just ýciuugh pepper and sait are put in ta mnake a spirv morse.
for tht, 'itiated taste of those who are being led on by the literary
foodi the *v arc provided wvith ta) crave for samtethilng ever more
andtinîore sensitional, prving into the private affairs of private
citizeus, and cruc-11y holding 'p ta public gaze the sorrow or
shaim, ov er which charitv wvould seek ta throm, its niantie )f
01ilivinti.


