pril 19.]
Syria, beet’ seldom under any cf In
summer mutton is searce, g
all that is eaten in many loe: onths at a
time. This cannot be kept to render it tender,
henee it is stewed or boiled while the ecarc i
still warm. The Bedouins, who rarc ly
other

ix
te meat
casion, on the arrival of o ghest

to honor, kill a shee
goat, the wealthiest, however,

on any
whom they des lamb, or
only u ing a
calf, the entire animal being cooked
great iron pot.  When cooked the Jjoints appear

whole, bat, being boiled to tenderness,

at onee in o

are easily
pulled into shreds with thumb and forefingers, that
being the manner of partaking of it
The essential meaning of this lesson is ¢ ompassed
ina proverb after an Eastern formula, thus: “1Ifqa
man draw near to God an inehy, God will draw
* Who appre

uear to him an ell; " op, ches me a

span, to him do |y * huste an ell; and who
comes 1o meet

leaps.”

me, to him do I muke haste in

By Way of Hlustration,
Verses 11-17,

sinful son wes still a son.

Let us notice that the

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANN 7R,

The sheep which the |

shepherd sought was not a gout or a wolfy 1t was |

lost, but it still belonged
sought it heeanse it was his own,
the woman lost was not a counterfeit; it was still
a coin bearing the image of the king, and though
lost belonged in o very real sense to the worman

who sought it, and she souglt it 1 canse it was |y

1l wits not an alien, horn outsic

the futher's liouse and reseucd and adopted; he
was a son before he left the futher's house, and to
the he still remained Al
souls are mine, sath the Lord." The sinner is
He is not a child of the devil whom God
is endeavoring to lure aw

own. The prodi

futher “my son”

God's,

and give to him a fietitious relation to himself.
We may be bad sons, but we
W. E. Barton.

Verses 22-24,

are still his sons,—

The love of God, The narriage
of an English noble to an American hciress brings
1o joy to the great court of heaven. The winning
of kingdoms and erowns is of small aceount in the
heavenly world.  But let the vilest, humblest,
poorest sinner repent of his sin, and at once there
ix jubilee in glory, while angels and archangels
and all the host of heaven Jjoin in the oratorios of
Joy.—Talmage,

The story is told of a yYoung woman in Scotland
who left her home and beeame an outeast in G
gow.  Her mother sought her far and wide, but in
vain, - At lust she eaused her picture to be hung
upon the walls of the Midnight Mission rooms
where abandoned women resorted,  Many gave
red by the

tht picture a passing glance, One liy I
It is the same dear face that looked down

picture,

to the shepherd, and he |
The coin which |

ay from his own paternity |

[
I

]
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She hus not forgotten
v sinning child, or her picture would
never have hung upon walls.  The lips
*Come home ; 1 for-

The poor girl sunk
luughter, The sight
of her mother's face hud broken her heart.  Take
the picture of a loving Father into the places of
viee, show

upon her in her ehildhood,
nor east off h
those
seetmed to open and w liisper,
give youand love you still,”

down,  She waus the pre

him as forgiving and loving still, and
the wanderers will @tuin.— Mooy,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Make a brief * word picture,”. .. . Make sure
that peculiur phrases and ull and cus-
toms " alluded to are fully understood ; ** portion

" munnel

of goods,” “living,” “y fur country,"
* swine ' trobe, iy o

feeding,’ )
Hutted calf,” “men Kkissing," et «+.. This lesson

shoes,”
is 5o fruitful of thought that we are in danger of
attempting to teach too much,  Choose a simple
to it, and you will secure

the presented in
any of the fol-
20 The way

1) The joy
four steps of the sinner:

outline and keep elose
the best results, Ty
“Thoughts for Young People,
lowing: L (1) The niisery of
of salvation ; The me
of for AL The
(1) Selfishness: (2) Ingratitude; (3
from God; (4) Worldly pleasure,  The touy steps
of repentance: (1) Thinking ; (3)
Secking ; (4) ( onfessing.  The four privileges of
the penitent: (1) Welcome: (2 Pardon ) Honor;
UL Draw out the elements of repent-

line

sing
of God ;
giveness, .,

Separation

(2) Resolving;

(4) Joy..
anee, tl und the attributes
of God illustrated by this parable.. .. Additional

practical lesson 1) The root of sin is alienation

privileges of salvation,

of the heart from God ; (2
the (@) underst nding, (4) the affeetion, (¢) the will ;
(8) The pardoned sinner s restored to the full
meusure of his first estate,

True repeniance affeets

Before the Class,

Inasmuch as Jesus seems to }
parable primarily inst the Pha
typifies in the elder rother),
fense for loving sinners,

¢ spoken this
secs (whom he
and as his own de-
let us strive to arouse in
our scholars’ minds a love like his for lost souls
and a superiority to the Pharisuie, elder-brother
spirit, touching incider tally upon our own lost,
prodigal state, and our Father's welcoming love,
Who likes to read a good story?  Don't you
enjoy reading about some one who did a good,
noble deed, like rescuing somebody from ruin?
You want it to end happily ¢ Listen, then, while
Ltell you the story that Jesus told in to-day’s les-
son—one of the most beautiful stories in all litera-
ture.  Hold up your hand if 1 make mistake.
| Tell, graphically hut briefly, in your own words,
including the incident of the clder brother, ]




