
CORTICELLI HOMtE NEEDLEWORK.

Lace is defineci as an ornarnentat opcnwork of thrcads of fia;, cotton, silki, gold,
or silver, and thcse are miade in one of thrce wvays, (lst) ivith the needle, when the>
wvork i8 knovn as Needlepoint lace, (2nd> -%vith bobbins, pins, and pillow or cushion,
wheui the> work is known as Pillow lace, ani (Brd) hy machincry, whien imitations oif
both Needlepoint and rilloiv lace are produced.

It is an interesting study to traca the growth of this industry and its sprcad
froin Etist to West, froni th> early embroideries of Egypt to th> machine miade lace
of the present day. Froin the fourtecnthi to the eighteenth centuries the art of lace
making received l)articular attention, and the> différent Il Points"' are alinost as many
au th> different localities froni wlîich tlîey sprung. lSad to relate, the workcrs in
needlepoint and pillow lace are fast disappearing.

The mnanu facture of point lace ivas brouglit to the> highest perfection by the>
Venctians as early as the sixteentil century. The pattera books of that timo contain
examples of more than a hundred v'arieties of this costly lace. Sonie of these points
were wvorld r.tnowacd for their finencss and cxquisite beauty. P>oint de Venise is th>
richest and nit complicateci of ail laces. It is s0 strong with its tiers upon tiers of
stitches tlîat tune of itias li stcd for centuries. Italian influence under the Valois
and Medîcis spread the fashion for rich laces, and the Venetian points ivere ia great
demand in foreiga couintries, particularly ia France. The exportation of costlv
laces wat; a source of great -wealth to Ven~ice. The imaking of lace wvas universal in
every liouiseiold, and the secret of the manuifacture of lier finest points she jealously
guariled. Aithougli both point and pillow lace wvere made at this time in ait the>
leading countries of Europe, Flanters was the only rival of Italy in ttke markets of
the> world.

A very interesting story is told of the origin of the famous guipure lace. Lt is
that of a sailor lad froni the Indiani seas, 'Who, returning to his home la Venice,
broughit to his betrothied, a wvorkcr in needlepoint, a bunchi of the delicate, l)retty
coraline, telling hier it wva8 lace that the mernaids made in the coral cavcrnis under
the %vaterd of the Indiar seas. IlPretty as it is," said the necdIleworker, I 1 vill make
something with iny iiei..e far prettier. My bridai veil shall bc of the mernaids'

Tae"~ he sailor lad sailcd awny and wvas gone for xnonths. Day by day the young
girl %workcd with lier nccdle, fut ning whlite kncots and tiny stars and trniting then ali
by deiicate "1brides"I until au exquisite long secarf of guipure %vas producetl, so mur-
velously beautilut that whien slie wore it as her bridaI veil ail Venive wvent wild witlx
admiration, and many noble ladies, princesses, and queens became the> patrons of th>
young lace worker.

Early lace like contumporary point ivas of stiff design, and niay be compared to
the more formai of modern crochet cdge, but towards the close of the si -teenth cen-
tury lace of ail hinds clmnged froin the> guunictrical to tue ilowing style, as inay be
sceu by compar~ison of Holbein's pictures wvith those of Vandyke. At Queecu Ehiza-
beth's death 3,000 lace trimced habits wcre fouind iii lier wvardrobc. Charles I Nvore
garments adorned with ricli lace. In Firance, as in ail other counitries where Frenchi

Il' ZS A .PLEASUR.E fr0 RAVE FOUR SJLK IN A HOLDER.


