
EDIJCATION FR3M A I>UJLISIIER'S STANDP0INT. 23

the publisher, who sirnply fulfils the office of supplying
the demand. The fountain does not rise ab)ove its source.
But with increased nurubers of books have corne Igrreat im-
provemcnts ii xnethods, and especially a grreat improve-
ment iii the manner of usingr such books. Whiere Vorrnerly
there wvere fifty or a hundred books forxuing,, a chaiui of rou-
tine which practically enslaved the schools, there are now
thousands of books, but they are -ased by skiWuil teachers
as the handy and efflcient tools of their profession.

The question about text-books to-day is only one of lftrm
and method. A.nd here there is nothingr fixed or absolute;
changes in methods of teaching, tashions, laids, whims, are
always in evidence and movingr on, not always markingr
steps of real progress, possibly oftener groing round in
circles; but they are an indication of liiè in education.
.Movement is life, and stagnation is death.

It does itot follow that ail old schoolbooks are bad, and
that ail new ones are good. What could be more foolish
than îiot to, hold on to so much of the world's experience
as lias been proved valuable up to the 'preseîit time ?
Conservatisn rnust be joined with radictilisin if a wise
balance is to be lield. In the world's literatture it is the
old and standard, that which ha% really become crystalliz.
cd, that comprises the chief value. Is it too much to say
that there are old and standard text-books that can be very
littie improved upon, and that there are methods which
have had the vogute of vears, that cannot summarily bp set
aside becatuse somethingt else is simply new? Books on
literature, like school readers, must present virtually the
saine matter; it is only their form and not their substance
that can be, changed. The pirinciples of mathcmnatics remain
the saine; languare, literature, history, always preseut the
same facts; political, social, and metaphysical subjects do
flot vary much. The natural sciences have the same basis,
and only need to keep pace with new diÉcoveries and
modern discussion. And it must also, be ever remembered
that the text-books which make the most efficient tools, in
the hands of teachers of a higli degree of ability and skill,
often prove very sorry instruments in the haivds of another
class of teachers not so intelligent or skilful.

There is also another practical fact known to publishers
-that books regarded as of a very higli degree of menit in
onie part of thie courntry are itot at a1 acçeptable iu auother
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