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TillE PRESI1ENTS MI)1)II,,ESS.*
]3Y IL J. IIEWTOS, M.A., IssvFEcToit or Sciiooîus.

The premier of a groverinxent is regarded as the, representa-
tive or eiibodiment of its general policy ; it seenms fittiig, also,
tliat the. Pu'esideiit of this lioitiu-hog e eau inale no
dlaimi to speu]k cv t«Ila o express aiiythiingc but his own
individual. opiinioni-si ouild speak of general inatters rather
than of any partieiilar phase of educational -%vorkI.

1 lay it down as a first priiiciple, tnat not the least importaunt
part of Our wvork as a Teachers' Association is the cultivation
of a sound, vigorous and hecalthy public opiioni on inatters
educ-ational. Ne should am uit fostering an ideal that shall
grow and sj)rcad tili it makzes itself feit ini the pa.rliaiiientary
halls of the country. We are too apt, wvhen we have the oppor-
tunlity of addressinv a mleetilig such i as this, to ask people to do
things wvhich are impossible, or, equally ef1lèctive as a, deterrent,
which they believe to be impossible; but it is ixot impossible
for us, individually and collectively, Vo dIo soiieting to elevate
the toue of public opiniioni on school inatters. Our standards
miust be highi, but they miust le w'ise, prudent, practical. Once
the ]nhd o f our people is ingrained Nvith tuie ilea that educa-

* Ielivered beore the Oonveution of the As~sociaêtion of P'rotestant Teaellers,
held on October loth, 1895, in the City of Sherbrooke.


