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At a late mieç,tig wf tlie.Nuinisinatic anid Antiquarian Society of Philadel
plhia, an ab"rstrtct uf an interesting esyon " The First AmericanEdition of
the Englisli Bible,"' fro-m the c Rev. Dr. .Joseph A. Murray, of Carlisle, vas
rea-d. Aithiougli many (-f our readlers may be well acquainted with mucli of
irhat is hiere related, yet -we believe the a"ticle wil be acceptable to very
inany.

Althouii it was in 14M7 tlint our country ]îad -been discovered to Engla'n&
by Cabot, under Ilenry- VII., yet the first permanent colony did not arrive
tili1 Otii, on the coast of V: - ginia-the very year in which our present -version
of the Bible w-as coxmnenced in the iother country. In 1620 the sturdy and
TirtuQus IlPilgrirn Fathiers," having their English Bibles with them, reached
thejir New England home. And during al.most flie entire reign of eiglht sover-
eigns ini succession flie Sacred Ç'lume had been unifonn]y imported. During
ail that time not a nian or fani]1y possessed an English Bible--not a copy was
rezid o-r heard read-tlîat had not been brouglît across the Atlantic. True,
the prilnting press had been set Up i oui' land as early as 1039, and thougli
other books were pnrinted, yet tlic early set-flers couldl not print the Engliish
Bible without bcing suibjected to a prosecution from tiiose in England and

Sctandl, w-ho publislied it by a patent from the Crawn, or cum pri ilegio, a
didth Uive~iieùo Oxford and ambi (1). Nor did the mother coun-

trygr~lt f ch] restrictLn or mnpl-ur et this pcrrniissiLuî' to lier


