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Iindia has a special interest for us to-day. I witness'ed the departure of
the Duke and Duchess of Connaught from that empite last year. TheirRyal
Hfiglinesses came aboard the vessel at Bombay, by which we were proceeding
to China. Bombay blazed, and fluttered, and oerfiowed with f-he emblems of
hearty loy'iý,ty. The cannon thundered a partîng Il God-speed," but a general
oficer who stood near me drew xny attention te a little rnatter that seenied to me
cf -more significance than the univer8al bunting or the officiai thunder of the
guns. "] low extraer 1inary 1 " said my companion ; Ilthese officiais are in
tears," and as a matter of facL, there was scarcely e, dry eye ameng the friends
who were parting from their Royal Highnesses. During the voyagce from.
Bombay to Hong Kong the Duke of Connaught was net only the hardest
worker but the most geniial companion on board, and the Duchess was the
most considerate and kind. It was thus they won net eniy the confidence
but the devoted love of the people cf India.

It is satisfactory te remember that the Bible Society lrst touched India
when British hands were resoïutely seizing the sceptre cf that great empire.
Panes and Dutch, Pertuguese and French, wcre occupiers and settiers, but
frein the advent cf the Bible Society British statesmen alone ruled India.
On parallel lines with Brt .h aie the ;Bible Society sought te extend its
operations. 'fhe Society was not warmly welcomned by British officiais, but
the instinct for ruling which hias enabledl British .3tatesmen te lay the founda-
tiens cf just gcvernmnelt on the ruins of hoary despotism in India lias, under
the guiding.Spirit cf God, led the sanie people te extend the dominion cf the
BiblP ever the hearts and homes cf the natives. The varions peoples cf India
new read the Scriptures in about fifty languages, and the ]îumanizing and
civilizing, and Christianizingy influence cf the Bible is bcginning te-be f elt in
mountain and valley far beyond the limits cf British mile.

The progress cf British translation is one cf the wonders cf these times.
Up te the founding cf the Bible Society there were about forty versions cf
the Seriptures in the world. There are now nearly three hundred versions
on the Society's list. Puring the prosperous reigup of our belovedl Queen
about one hundred and fifty-seven versions have been added. In fact, more
versionà cf the Scripiiures have been pýod1uce4 during the reign of Queen
Victoria than in ail preccding ages. Thou work gees forward in na ever
increasing ratio, and during the last fifteen years twice as many versions. have
been brought eut under my own care as were prcduced durir.g the first eigh-
teen centuries. The Society has now somte seventy versions on the anvil,
being niaàde or revised, and about ene thousand scholars and philologists are
engagd in welding these versions into acceptable formns.

The story cf the hieroio devotion and -self-sacrifice. disp]ayed by trans-
lators is cf thrifling inteifest. WTlen a translater lhad fallen by the lîands of
savage cannibals or by the deadly inijasma tiiere were always men cf lik-e
spirit te continue the work. They 'èaught the words alive froni lips that
thirsted for their blocd, and fixed themn on the pa0.. instinct and throbbing
with God's thouglits cf love. The barbariana saw their winged words trans-
forxned into God's message, in which tlîey heard a sound and sunîmons froni
their true home, and laying aside their ferccity they theinselves becamie
transformed fromn savage cannibals into peaceful Christians. In several
islands cf Oceania the first explorera and mnissionaries wvere siain. J3y the
time the Bible was translated the- - was not a heathen on the island. The
idols were destroyed, and gods, n' wofactured iii Birmingham, are providcd
for collectera cf such curies, and w modern travellers who wvrite about the
islanders assure their readers thr ;ne ferocity cf the people has been greatly
exaggerated

This vast entexpriso lias created. vast but unrecognized obligations. Com-
merce is now possible in many regiens beccause tho Bible Society lias been
there. Its one .Book ha disenchantcd prejudice, it bas removed distrust,


