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tongrue as indispensable as Englisli coin iii the commerce~ of meni,

tllev id ini the Gaelic languiage also, iin the mîore sacred hiomle-
life of the I risli coniniuniity, treastires of devotion ana affection,
a balm for bruised hearts, a music of old times . ..-... su ch as
no Irisli heari. %vill ever fiind in equial luixuriance iii UIl chilly
Engil speechi."

Two of the miost.glc writers of Englishi to-day liold,
evidently, the saine view as that jusi. quotcd. Fron i oe oîf ihei
(Faîhier Sheehian), a strikcing11 passage lias already been cite(], and
it is only neccssarn' to mientioni ie otiier (the 1\evereîid Dr. Barry)
as UIl authlor of " The \Vizard's Knot," -a1 work proîiouliced by
critics, to be hlis besi., largely, it is added, because of Ille Celtie
elenient that doinîjates ut, in boîli style and niattcu. I. is, by' the
way, iJedicatcd to thue president of tlle Gaelic Leagrue, and iiiîder a
dalc-formi literally Iris.,. 0f course, il. ni;y be turgcd thiat iieithier
of iliese atiîhorities speaizs or' writes Irish inîiseif. Granicd,
altliougli we cauinot rejeci. the opinion tduit eacli liab a sullficient
1-tiowledge-- of the old tongue t0 save imii iroin Ilic pliliît of the
m-an mientioilcd ini Thiomas Davis's essay, wvlit, "'lien a>sked for
tlle titie of the fanuiliar air, Ta mc.' (z cul/qag/c ui~ mz d/wuxczu
me' (I'nî asleep, and don't waken nie), scriotisly replicd, ''Toiiiv

MN'CuIlalî made boots for niie." At any rate, wve niay be certainl
o! onie lliing, and Ille is Iliat both tliese distinguishied ivriters are,
as respects their literary wvork, Celts ini tliougl. aund in expressioni,
aind as such splendidlv illustrate the v'alue of sucli an acquainîancc
with tlle aid tongýue andi is niasterpieces as etiable.s the studcît to
appreciate their iinforingi spirit, and, if lie he of the race of whicl
tliese niasterpieces arc tlle cliaracteristic ex\pres%,ion, to seck iii tlîai
direction Ilue natural and, because the îîattral, tile higlîest dcvelop-
mciit of Ibis poý,7ers.

As 'Mr. Willianu O'B3rieni poiîîîed out ini tlle lecte ;» froii wlîicl
wc have adreadv. drawn, Ille lost art of deliîicatinv Ille Irislu
peasant, as lie should lic delineated, wvill iîcver bc restored usîîil
wvriters who knowv his lgugeas wvell as lsoilier cliîaracîcristics.
Alniiost Ilue onily example of such ain aciicvcient tliat w~c have i.-
Griffii's «4Collegians, "-; av work whichi, besidcsiiie to E~uls
ierature onie of ils swe-etest, tliougli, alas, otue of ils satdcst,


