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THE RURAL CANADIAN.

BEES AND POULTRY.
THE GAMES,

These aro ubout the most widely cultivated of all
varicties of fowls, not wlone for fighting qualities,
but for their grace and beanty and syirited action,
and their excellent meat and eggs. We cannot
describo all the varieties, there are so many but
will the leading onus:

They are hardy, tho hens are good mothers
and setters,and, if allowed wide range, these fowls
arv profitable as they cat little but yield the most
delicicus weat and eggs of all fiwls.  Although
Brown Reds head the group for perfect shupe yet
they are all much alike. The body is short and
hard, and the carriage crect and ficree, aud the
plomage is shert, cluse, bard aud glessy. Back
short, wide at shoulders, narrow at tail, and
rounded at sides, Lroad breast, narrow rump, short
wings, medima length carried close, t2il medium
and erect, and spreading, sickles curved, short,
end muscalar thighs, well apart, legs of medium
length and also wide, epurs shaxrp and long, low
and curving up & littlo but not much in. The
feet are thin and spread, claws straight and strong,
head shiarp and leng, throat and face thin and
Iean, neck arched and lorg and strong, car-lobcs
red and small, single comb, red, thin, erect and
small, and evenly eut. The same points apply
to the hen in projortion, hard bedy, (al! over) and
plamage being the chief points. The exhibition
for cocks is four and a bslf to five and a half
pounds, and for hens three to three and a balf,
pit birds net over fuur and & balf pounds. The
most popular (cr at least the moest successful
prize winners) brown-red black, breasted red,
silver duck-wing groys, and piles. The first is
dark bleodcd, the erck’s breast rod brown, wings
dark rvd, butts dark Lrewn, legs, claws, buak and
exes dark Lrown, hackle dark stripud, thighs red
brown, tail green idack.  Thce hun is dark brown,
lighter jenaitled, goldun rid neck backle, (darker
glriped), face and comb darker than the cocks.
Tho hens of games aro often spurred, and they
throw tho bust chickens, and the tright red comb
vanctics an the bust davers, the dark are the
best fightcrs, aud of course, games are judged
chuefls f-r their fighting preperties.

Dlack Lrown ruds are bright red plumage, red
eyes, the ceck’'s wingsred in upper, chestont in
lower part, with blue bar, Uac black breast, and
thighs, gron black taile, comb and wattles br ght
red, best binds Lave yellowish legs.  Thehen rich
red brown fawn colar Lreast, red gelden lackle
dark sinped.

Rilver duck wing gIess, crcks silver gray celoar,
backle striped Llack bineath, cliar above, wing
bas bice tar, and is yellow white belaw, tail green
black, sxin white. Hens tluish govy, dosted with
silver shade, sallotr rad breasty logs <late, blue
or yellow, caomts and faces (of both sexes) bright
nd.  The oncks «f the jiles have the red celonr
wpled " ena whits gronand, rd balkees striped
white, Lack o, breast white, mway be (red warked)
tail white. Tle b.n's olear, while ground red
glreaked, and in b-th soxes the dark grey and
biack varicti~s sheuald bave black legs aud eyes,
{ho while. bricat rol tyes aud white lugs.

Al car vani~kes of pav.es spring from three
wild vari7¥es «f India whero the v srv 2lill fonnd,
zrd havo been Lrad firm oy carly timcs. - They
are black brown oo, brown breasted reds, and

Io games black exes show dark blwd and their
eggs ane whits, red exes red tlond (eggs pinkish),
Fellow eyes, and yellowish erge. Tie best fight-
ing ®:i3 bave red or Llack eye, there commenly
usad eing brown-breasted meds, black-breasted
rode, avd dark greye, the t2at baing tho bardiest
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combs and wattles are closely clipped with sharp
scissors. Scparato varieties should not be
crossed, and not more than six hens should be
put with cach cock, with alot of good « Stags™
under him; never breed from pullets, but the
hiens can be bred from as long as they are strong,
as tho old birds breed the best chicks.  Mato your
breeders very carefully, and the more cock chicks
thero are the better the wholo brood is, and
hatch your chicks between mid March and ¢nd of
May.

OPERATIONS.

Beginners will find the movable frame hives
the casicst to learn by, but they can also take the
old box hive, study the bees closely, learn and
read all possible, about the dainty little pets, and
then, gotting some good standard hive, do their
own transferring and continue their investiga-
tions.

A good breed of bees and one of the best hives
however, will not ensuro success, cven among
good ** pasture, * for intclligent watobful care, at
the right time, is necessary for good results.

SWARMING.

There is a great'diffcrenco of opinion among bee
kcepersupon this subjcet, some sayingthat natural
swarmiag is the only right way, while others
claim that it is better to control it by artificial
means.  Some days before this event takes place,
the queen matures less eggs, aud reduces her
size s0 as to.be able to fly with the swarm,
and the worker bees do not work as hard as
before.

The cruses of swarming are crowded combs,
(with bees) & largo brood comb maturing, and a
good supply of honey coming in. In the middle
of the dayexamins your hives,and look for queen
cellg'and if these have eggs or larve ready to seal,
or scaled, swarming is at hand, (if sealed), most
likcly tho next day. Swarming will likely com-
mence in this country any time in June, and end
about middle of July, the second swarm (under
the patural process) coming out eight or nine
days after the first and the Srd about threo days
after that.  If not hived svon afier swarming and
clustering they generally fly off to the woods.
Larly swarms oftcn swarm out but do not cluster,
and others often cluster withont swarming.

All ages como out, together, and the old queen
goos out with the first swarm, and thoy usually
como out from ten to three cloock, if the day is
fino and not too windy. It isa very interesting
time, and rather anxious for the begioners bt
keep cool, and knowing what to do, having ail
things rerdy, you are all right. You will first
nntice a larger number of bees about tho bive
entrance, thau is usual from a minule or iwe o
an hour beforo the time of starting, great con-
fusion exists and bees aro running abeut in all
dirictions.  Upon rising from tho hive they first
flv in small circles, bul gradually :pread cver
quite a large space, aud movo slowly, in thousands.
In say £ve or len wminutes after leaving, thoy
usually select a branch of a tree or a bush, and
in less than a minute sare all gathered thero and
“cluster” on it They must bo now jmt into
thie hivo at once, ns they get impatient, especially
if 2 hot day, aud, if avother swarrta from avother
Live, shonld come ont at that tume, they would
surely jein.  In any way you like to get them all
in the hive, but they must all go in, or nearly so

Put your hive cn the ground and lay a wide
board befere it, and if it is possible cut tho branch
«ff and shako the bees down in front of the hive,
&Hmo 500n 820 it and call tho others on. Ifthey
tleek up the hole, gently stir them with a small
stick, and if that won't starl them, sprinkle a
littis walur over them, ox the smoker, if you have
one. If youcan't get attho branch, or they acitlo

on some solid substance shake or dip them(with a
tin dipper) into a box and ompty them in front
of the hive, or a large pan will do as well
as tho box. As soon as you get the queen in all
tho rest will come in also, but if she is not in thoso
that may already bo in the hive, will come out
again and cluster. As soon as the queen and
nearly all the others are in remove the hivejto its
permanent stand and shelter from the sun.

POULTRY NESTS.

Cleanliness is very desirablo in all of the
varied management of pouliry, but in 1o special
department more than with the nests and nesting
boxes. To secure ease in cleaning, it isnecessary
to havo the style and arrangement of the nesting
boxes conform to some well defined plan, and
not have amere collection of non  script soap or
candle packages, of all sizes and shapes, and put
just anywhere, where there is room enough to
hang or place them. Those who * can not make
poultry pay” arc the ones who cconomise (?) in
this peculiar way. The boxes in which the nests
are made should be of » uniform size and shape,
and should be arranged with some degree of taste
and order in the poultry house. A very conveni-
cot-sized boxis about fourteen inches long, by
about a foot wide and six or cight inches deep.
Tho cnds should be of inch stuff, while tho sides
and bottom can be made of balf-inch boards.
The entire material should be unplaned lumber,
so ac to take white-wash well. Wemust condemn
the practice of nailing the boxes fast in the
poultry-house, as it prevents the breeder from
giving tho house or the boxes a thorough clean-
ing whenever necessary, and the lice and other
fowl parasites find a secure retreat behind the
boxes, whero it is practically impossible to dis-
lodge them.

The very best material for nests is well
brokea and fresh rye-straw, clean and bright. 1t
can soon be twisted and broken by hand, to
relieveit of its harshness, and then neatly made
into a nest, which should bo well sprinkled with
flowers of sulphur when made.  If tobacco stems
aro plentiful, pnt & guod Lzudful of them in each
box before the pesis ars made. This will acs
as & vory good vermin preventative.  Never make
the nests of any material which will pack down
solidly, as it not murely affords a snug retreat for
vennn, but is apt to cndanger tho safety of the
crgs whether they be under a setting hen or a
layer, and in every case make new nests cach
month, if they Le constantly used, invariably
burning the old ones.— .4meriran Poudlry Yard.

Oz half of the discases of fowls arise from
their being cxposed to dampness, not only in the
houses but in the yards. A yard should no! only
be well drauned, but should bo raised in the centro
in order to allow the water to flow into tho drains,
Leaks in the roof aro very dangerous, and when
north-east storms occur, that portion of the coop
shounld ke very tight.

Water strongly impregoated with sulphureus
(not sulphuric) acid, is said to be an excellent
remedy for chicken cholers. To prepare it take
a tight box with closo fitling lid. Iu this put a
basin of water. Mclt some sulphur and draw
strips of cotton cloth through it. Sct fire to the
sirip of sulphur zag and lay it on ) brick in the
box with tho water and pat ontholid.  Let stand
fiftcen minutes. Repeat this a fow times until
tho waler has absobed cuough of the sulphur
fauies to taste slightlyacid. Give a teaspoonfal
every two hours until thero are signs of improve-
ment, then three times a day  This 15 harmle<s
to the fowls but sure death to the chelera gerins.
Let somo of our readers try it .
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