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Conventions are somietames heid ta asseni riglals and de.
fend prîvieges. WVe nay imigine a number ai people an a
iucid intervai holding a convenioln ta ascerlain the reason
why so many Canadians do nol exorcise the xamhts they have
or use tht pivileges they enioy. A report ai tht proceed-
ings wauld perbaps mun samethîng lîke lhîs :

Tht chairmun opened tht procetdings wîth a bri and
panted address. Ht said a large number ai people arecocn.
tinuaiiy wrangling about thear nîghts as citizens and the.r
rigbts as niembers ai tht variaus relagiaus dcnominataons, and
it struck bum as someîhing peculiar tl"-t people shauld make
so much noise about ights that some ai thcm seldorn or
neyer eoercise. For the litéeoai bu he couid ual sec wby
a man sbould want 10 flght soinebody about rights be neyer
thouRbî it worth wile ta use. Perhaps bis early training
bad been a litîle old.iashioned, but ho hadl aiways thought %hat
if many Canadians said less about thîir rigbts and atîended
mare punctually ta their duties, their country and their
Church wouid gain something by tht innovation. Hedidnflt
blanit people for being sensitive about their ights. These
riRbîs cost their fathers blond and treasure, but bc thought
we could show our appreciatian of these rigbts botter by in.
leliigently and conscientiousIy using thern tIbm by merely
talking about Ibeni. We might be wrong, and perhaps bis
idt»s were a little antiquated, but he laid theni belote the carn.
vention in gond faith. Possibîy tht ight course In ibis yoting
country is ta shout about rightç and neglect dutits. Perhaps
the praper thing for a Chtistian ta da is ta, scalp imaginary
féts Ibat are aîîacking bis priviieges in an imaginary way,
and lcI tht privileges go unuscd. Ht hoped memnbers ai the
convention would nat be affended if ho said that privileges
are given us 10 bc uied, flot mcrely ta bc fought about.
These were bis views, and he would now give way ta mem-
bers ai tht convention, wha would no doubt throw sanie light
an tht subjecl.

Mr. Paîrintic Salon said be wished ta spcak about unused
civil righls. Vata Canadians, said MNr. Salon, enjoy the rights
ai freemen ta a fuller extent than any people under the suni.
Rightly or wrongly, your fathers thought you cauld gavera
yourselves. Sometimes 1 arn îempted ta think that tht gond
aId mnen averesimated tbeir future progeny. They thought
tht stock wauld imprave, but in ton, many cases it deteriar-
ated. It took aur inîhers centuries to wring tht ight ai rat.
ing tram unwilling tyranîs, and aller the rigbî bas been
sccured somt of ycu vlers are sa abominably lazy and care-
less that yau won't go across tht street ta exorcise tht high.
est privileges ai a British freeman. Sanie ai you havetotabe
canvassed and caaxed ta came aut and mark your ballot.
Your fathers bled on many a hard-fought field ta secure for
you tht igbts ai fret men, but you must have a carrnage sent
for you ta bring you ta the polis ta exorcise these rights. But
that is flot tht warst. Sanie ai voix are deRraded enougb ta
soli tht high.zst rights ai a British irceman for a dollar or
barter thern for a battît ai wiskey. Tht Indians you drove
aut ai the soil could flot do worse than that. If the Gavern-
ment were ta ccii down the number oi voters and disirari.
chise a lot af van, a howl vrould bc zaised fram Capt Brton
ta Vancouver that might be almost heard aver in China.
Yau would sîvear by everytbîng above you and below yau-
csptcially below you-that tht Goverament must be de.
sîroyed. Deprave mne af my ights, yon would say with burn.
ing indignation, as you struck a fighting attitude. Weil,
wby don t you exercise these rights if they are so valuabîr e
It wouid be far le»s trouble for you ta gzo acrass tht street or
aver ta tht next concession and vote than it would be ta annihi-
late the Government ihat anteriered mth vour r.ght ai votîng.1

Let us came down to particulars. Sanie cf you complaîn1
ai dangerous sideîîalkb, niuddy streets, pootlilght, impure
mater, nefficient police protection and hagh taxes. la facti
tverybody complains ai bîgb taxes. On the tirsi Monc!sy an1
januarv tht ratepayers oi Ontaria have the pr.vilege ai
tlecting tht men wbo manage ail such local business. Doc
you ail came out and vote for tht besi men? 'ou do nothang
ai tht kand. Many oi van bave ta be canvassed and coaxed
and button-holed and sent for, la many municipalites- in
almost any-the mosi mîserable scalawag can beat the best
citizen i the scalawag canvasses and the bcst citizen.5 dues1
not. If tht Goverrament were to deprive you of the righî ci
ie!5 aging your local affairs there would be a howl tbat would
almost make the bones ut Robert Baldwin rattît in tht grave.
You would caîl upan somebody ta rise up and bc a second
Baldwin and restore ta yen the right ai local self-government.
Wby don't you exercist these rights when you bave tho ?i?
Why do yau conipel busy men-the very mon yau necdg
most ta manage yocar local affas-wby do ycu campel thern
ta go around for weeks asking for vots? Don't von knam
tbat it is a mnan's duty ta vot in a self-governed country ?g
You would taise a big flghi any lime about thet nFh cf vot. .
ing, but tht dut y ai vcîing you treat with neglect if net con-t
tempt. Tht aId story. Shout and stanm about your rights
and neglect your duties.1

Let me give you another illustration. Our %chool systeni
is ane of tht besi îhaings-perhaps the vezy best tbing -me1
have. Did you ever notice a man running about tht sîrcetsj
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on a certain WVedntsday in january? After running up and
down he collars îwo imen and takes îhcm away ta a building
nzai by. Was Le ap.leaaa Ziul e waà a *tùiiaafg
officer hunting a murer and seconder for a school trustet
clection. Thetlain is changed non, and probably the fear
that the returning officer might not aiways he able in find
anybedy was anc reasan why the change was made. If the
ljavernmient ehould propose ta talie the management af the
scboois out rni the hands ai the people there would be a mtan
equalion vioience to a IMàlota blizzard. The î.,verninent
wouid îhînk il nad ',een e îrui.k by a cyrlene. ThteoW stury
again. Tht right of mànaging the schools is soYiitt. 9 te
figbî about-the duty ai managing îhcmn something to ho
neglected.

Mir. Salon wound op his speech wîlh an cloquent pere.î
ation, in which he urged the convention ta stop shoutiîag
about their riRbîs and gave mare attention. ta their dues.

The Rer. Calvin Commonsense then delivered a rousing
speech on unused ecclesîastical rights and neglected reli-
giaus privileges. He sent thetred.hot shot an eveay direction,
and made a prafound impression. Ilis speech and the
remainder ai tht repart will appear in aur nc-\t issue.

SHOULD CIIRISTIANS DANCE/

NIR EwTaroR, -Having just read the article an yaur miuch
vaiued paier, I Shouid Christians Dance ?' wiii you grant
me a smrait space te rcply as a Christian who bas danced,
and neyer for cnte moment feut it a sin te do se.

My niatier was a devoîed Christian woman, and taught
me the love ai Christ (ram my carliest years. I can neyer
remember when I did nlot love my Saviaur, and have Inoketi
ta a merciful heaveniy Father for aIl tbings, pleastires in.
cluded.

When twalvc years aId I was sent wiîh my brothers teaa
privale class, conducted by ladies bighly respected, to icarn
dancing, was neyer tld it was a sin, but cnjoyed si in tht
innocence oi my heart. In alter ycars I went frequenîly ta
dancing parties given by Christian ladies, enjoying c;cry
dance, and neyer did 1 reccive tht smnallest liberty or insult
ironi the youngz men wiîh whom I danced; and 1 ani sure
there are hundreds ai Christian girls who enter mb thiis
amusement with the same pure innocent enjoymenl.

Such evenings neyer prcvented me offering my prayers,
nor did I feel 1 was approaching an affcnded God ; and my
Christian mother would listen with deiight to my description
ai such enjayment.

I have been with young people who would flot dance, and
have seen such amusements introduced that made me blush
wiîh shame, and wili say now, as 1 did Ihen, give nie a pleas.
ant dance far befare such amusements as these

There is net a doubt ai may be carried to cxcess, but se
can everything tIse be made a sin, saine Sin, laking appar.
enîly an innocent waik ta and fram church. 1 need net en-
large an ibis subject, but wil sign myscîf
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SOCIETY 0F CHRIbsTMN .LND6A OUN.

Ina order te remove wrong impressions concerning ibis
movement the failowing bni address is issued by the Coni.
mince ai Ti:ustecs aitithe United Socy ai Christian Eudea-
vaur :

So-mae mistaken and preludicial statements having been
made ;- certain papers cancerning tteYoung Peoples So-
ciety af Christian Endeavour, will yan ailow us ta set forth
the facts in a few words.? The Society of Christian Endea-
vour is the Cliurch at mark for the yaung, and the Vaung
people ai wurk for the Churth. Tht socicîacs are found an
specîflc Churches, doîng the work ai t''nse Churches as
besi îhey cari. They are pastors atd s'j»t.ae, %ui.., under
bis control, and direction. There ts r, a board ai control or
authority outside ai the local Churtb. The suIe mibbian oi
the Unaited Soi-ieîy as ta u uiasbh Informa. on and ta arrange
for an annual convention. fi Cxerts no atu.bonity, asks for no
maney and dlaims no allegiance. Tht s,)ctetaes are doing
equally god work in ail evangelircal derinminations and ta
ait parts ai the world. Lvcry denaminiatian -an contrai ils
awn socicties mn any way that st chooses. fi can caill theni
tagether, prescrabe fines ai wark, courses ai study, etc., and
can iorm denaminational Christian Endeavaur unions or
bi.kheshaod. if i ,.booses. Sînce ai as an no w.ny passatbie for
tht auterdenomaraattwnal featurcs te interfere math or weakcn
denoninaiona loiyalty, me îegard these anterdenonitnaittonai
itatures ai vasi advantage. The young Ch%..tians are thu.
hraught together for feilowshîp and inspiration ai tht inter-
denominational, local and State conicrences and ai the an-
nual International Convention, and go home math a broader
outloak and a deeper purpase ta work for their awn Churches.

As representatives, ai dafférent denomînations me heartily
and emphaticalty unite in saying that ne sec no cvil ten-
dency. but only god resulting fram ibis feilowshîp. Tile
Society as, and bas been fro.ni>, the bcginuing, on a stricî.y
evangelical basis.

Vbile we rejoice in cvcry other movemnîthat bas for ils
purpose the training of the young for Chrisît service, we
rnast earntstly commend bias particular society, which God
bas sa greatly blesscd, until nonm à numbers waîhinits tankz
nearly anc million young people in ail parts of the warld-, and

ask our bretbren wha doubt ils eficacy te lok candidlv into
ils methods, its purpose and ils histary.

Tha raermoaîing pl.câgc and thacon craion ntini;
cambined wuîh certain lines aofjmmittee work foi the
Churcb, are the distinguishing (ea'aires af the Society, and
these, su commun fairness, wc believe, âhouid go with the
came Christian Endeavour, and the name with the icatuteà
when adapted, though any denominational came tan bc com
bined with the Christian Endeavout name te dastinguish ihfL
soticties, as the Methadists of Canada recommend that thest
societies bc called by tho namr." Epworth Christian Enà
deavour."

Hoping and praying fot the sympathv and ço.aperat.an of
ail Chraitian peuple in this effort te advance the kingdom aof
Gad among the young peopie af the worid, wc are, yaurs ira
ternaiiy,
TFI'Ni.u S. Hý%%11,N, Pastor Church of the Covenant Presby

terman), Washington, D.C.
JOiiN H B.NRRot,4, Pastor First Presbyterian Church, Chi

cago, Ill.
WVILLI.N't R. H-ARI'ER, Vide University. New Haven, Con

flecticut.
W.%%1. ND HoYr. Iastor First Baplit Church, Minneapolis,

NMinn.
JT. ikcKL.Ey, l'aster ll!th-Eàen Ba.ptist Church, Phila

delplaaa, l'a.
lih'w.%un B. GROs., President Se., Dakota University.
Il. '- .LRRAR, l'a5îaor Trinity Methodmat Epascopal Churdi,

Albany, N. Y.
<,fL.it% C. KELLY, Ilaster Methodist Epistopal Church Suis-1t.

Louisvalle, Ky.
\V. W. ANDREWS, Mlethodit Church i.f Canad,%, SacktilIe,

N Il.
S %I.ULL FALLOWN., flishop Reformed Episcop.»tl Church, Chii

cagu, Ili,
W H-. MCM.Nlt.AN, Pastor United Prcàbyterian Churcb, Aile-

ghany, Penn.
WV. j DaRny, Cumhcrland Presbyternan, Nashiville, Tcnn.
R. L. SWAIN, Pastor United llactiaren Chiurch, \Vetervilc,

Ohio.
M. RIIODES, Pastar First Lutheran Church, Si. Liui4, Me.
C. A. DicKiNSON, Pastor Berkeley Tenmple (Congregatacanal

Boston.
Commillec o ainste«s of the Unitd Soc:eiy pi Christians

Endeavour.

OUR FIRS7 CHARGE.

IIV IRS. J. JUNIOR.

Fueltawn was considered a place af somne importance, and
when Mr. junior was invited la become the minister ai the
Presbytcrian Church there his fricnds assured hbu heb had been
very fortunate. It was his first chai-ge, and he was ardained
by the Presbytery, in which the callege is, not long ater the
caliege session was aver. There had been sanie trouble and
niuch division during the pastorale of his predecessor, of
which we were in complete ignorance until we arrived. That
gentleman had a few staunch iriends and rnany apponents,
and ivhen he saw it te bc righîto accept another parish the
former became irrecanciiably offended with the latter, whose
conduct had led ta the step. When we arrived, al uncon.
sciaus oi such a state ai aflairs, the vials ai their wrath wvcre
paured upen aur head. For, thoughl îhey, if there had been
sanie difficuity in geîîing a minister the apposition might
have been mnade ta suffer for their conducti but aur cumin,;
had 5poiled ai hat and was looktid upon as a .5oitt of injury
ta them.

We arrived in thet uîy ilor in those days it was pretension
rather than size thz~t gave a righîta the titie> laie ane Friday
cveraîng. That afternoan we saw a capy of the Fuellinuri
Pre.san which si was anraunced that Mr. junior would
preach ai both dicts on the Sund,;,y follawing. We had only
been married a montb and had1 been travelling ail the
lime. The experiences of friends an other places had filied
my mind with beautiful pictures ai a happy welcorne, a warm
reception at landing, and a right hearty " homely tea " un
arrivai. And the further announcement in the paper that wc
were expected ibis particular cvening brought dIl these pii.-
turcs ircsh ta mind. My husband had opened a conversation
waîh one or two people round the table in the cabin of the
àteamer, and anc af theni, vho ivas a persan of sartie impoit
ance in the church, advised us te go to the Pioncer Hotel lui
that n-.ght. 0f course we could flot say . «No," if the recep
lion was ta be Ibere rallher than ai the manse. And ta the
Pioncer Haîci we wenl, aur friend kindiy carrying a gripsa,lk
in each band. But here we werc evidently flot cxpectcd, arad'
i was only after a good deal ai tak that we cauld abtainL
bedroorrt for the nighî. Anything in the farm af cofic or tt.,i
was oul ai the question, for " the ires were ail cut and only
liqunrs were served afler eighî o'clock.' My visions ai kînd
fricnds and a hearty reception ail vanished in thin air !M
beautiful piclure. upset ai ane blow.

Next morninje after breakfast wc sallied forth ta laok fri
the cliurch and ta try and find out those who had dinvited ub.
By dint ai much enquiry we hunlted up the Session Clerk ai
hi3 place of business, ivho had the keys af the manse iii h..
pockcî . and wuîh bim wc went ta sec aur new home, my mind
ail the while ful ai strange forebodings and my husband doîng
bis best ta put Mr. Davîson in good humour. 1 had literatiy
ta hold an by Mr. juniar's ari ta prevent me making
myseli radiculous once we bad been shown in. The pa;. aut

was empty save for the straw, paper and dust left by the paf k-
ing ai aur prçeçsors, and the unpacking ai certain litile
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