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Wt-lotes of the TMieek.
REcENITÎX the Free Chwrch Generai Asscmbly's

Committet on the Revision of the Confession of
Faith remitted to a sub-committee to select mattzrs
îrom the Confession of Faith which might be nmade
the subject of a Declaratory Act. The sub-counmit-
tee met in the Free Church offices and selected cer-
tain doctrines whicb, it is saidr will probabiy be
sufficient to occupy the time of the committec tilt
the General Assembly meets. There is no intention
whatever of burrying tbrough tht work, and it is
stated on good authority that about two years will
pass before the Declaratory Act can be formaily pre-
sented to the General Assembly.

THE Sunday Sckwol Time's in a recent issue
contains the following notice: A word from Mr.
Gladstone, on any subject that is of interest to him,
is sure of a welcome from Americans generally.
But wben Mr. Gladstone writes concerning the
Book of books, an added interest attaches to bis
words in the minds of ail. The first of a series of
articles on the Bibie, from bis pen, now appears in
these pages. Other articles in the series are to be
given at intervals of a month. These articles are,
by special arrangement with their writer, to appear
on tbe samie day in the Sunday School Times in
this countrY and in Good Words in London.

WITii a view to înteresting the young in bu-
mane work, the Toronto Humant Society bas de-
cided to offer $ioo in prizes to the school children
of tht city for compositions on tht foilowing sub-
jects : i. The dut>' of kindness to animais ; 2. Why
birds and their nests shouid lx' protected. Alil chul-
dren under sixteen years of age are invited to write
'n these subjects and send in their efforts to tht
Society's office, 103 Bay' Street, before tht end of
June. The compositions shouid be piainly written
on ont sîde of the paper, and should flot be longer
than two pages of fooiscap. It is hoped that many
young people will write on tht above subjects, and
secure one of the Socitty's prizes.

THE Irish Presbyterians are making great efforts
to improve tht musical portion of clivine wor-
ship throughout tht bounds of their Church. Their
Psalmody Committet have insisted that tht divi-
nîty students shaîl attend a class for practicai and
theoretical instruction in Church miusic. Tht ruie ren-
dering this attendance compulsor>' was passtd a year1
ago, and a licentiate of the Church, tht Rev. George
Bell, M.A, who is a doctur in mnusic of Trinit>' Col-
lege, Duiblin, was appointed to superinten;d tht
classes in Belfast and Derry. Tht resuit this ses-1
sion bas been most encouraging. Tht students bave
dtveloped a considerable amount of musical ability,
and it is to be expected that, as a singing ministry,
tbey will produce singing congregations. A search-«
ing examination in practice and theor>' was bheld att
Belfast.

WE are told on good authority, says the Brit-(
ish Weekly, that the congregationalists of Lon-t
don are likely to make a strong effort to secure thet
Rev. John McNeill permanentiy for ont of their lar-f
gest chapeis. Four Sunda>' afternoon services atc
Westminster Chapel has shown tbem that " there is1
a lad here " who can flot only feed, but gather tht
thousands to be fed, even at an untimely hour onr
Sundays. The man who drew the crowds in Scot-
]and has proved that hie can do so in London, and1
it is evident that tht staid Presbyterians of Londonf
must move on, and give more room tban Regent
Square Church can afford, or other churches will.t
Probabi>' the Sunday afternoon services being1
arranged for Mr. McNeill, to be held in the Hol-(
born Central Hall, commencing April 13. may be1
tke forward movement towards tht future North1
Dondon Tabernacle. Surel>' the Presbyterians will1
flot ali ow a great opportunit>' to slip out of their1
hands. _________

THE College Committee of the Fret Church1
met in Edinburgh for tht purpose of resuming the
adjourned consideration of the report drawn up by
tht sub.-committee, which was recently appointed
with xeference to tht case of Professor Dods. There
was a large attendance of members, and tht chair
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was occupied by the Rcv. Dr. Laughton, Grccnock,
who bas been appointed to act as Convener in con-
sequence of the death of the Rev. A. Cusin. The
sub committce's rqport, it is understood, wvas inainiy
devoted to explaining the bcarings of the %whole
case, and focussing its essentiai points so as to laci-
litate further discussion and procedure. It wvas vcry
fuliy gonc into in the course of a sitting wvhich lasted
over an hour ar'd a hall, and the result ultimately
arrived at was that it was remitted to Dr. Laughton
to bring up a draft report on the whole matter for
presentation to the approacbing Gencral Assembiy.
This draft report wvas to be considered by a meeting
of committee to be held on the 15th inst., and as
then adjusted, it will become thc deliverance of the
committet to the Supreme Court.

AN address, says an English contemporary, has
bcen privately issued to Chri-stian ministers urging
them to deal with the moral relations between the
sexes. It 's signed bv thet !., S. A Barnett, of
Whitechapel, W. Benham, B.D., C. A. Berry, Stop-
ford Brooke, R. Bulien, R. Lant C. .penter, Dr. John
Clifford, W. J. Dawson, Dr. Marcti.. Dods, J. W.
Horsiey, J. S. Jones. Dr. Alexander Maclaren, Mark
Guy Pearse, and John Presland. The address says:
«*We are emboldened to approach you on the sub-
ject of the moral relations between the sexes, by
tht earnestness of our conviction that the need of
to-day is for brave speech and careful removal of
ignorance. We know weli how naturai is tht dis,
position to shrink from openly dealing with this
solemn question ; we can deeply sympathise with
tbe doubts of spiritual-minded m2n wiho are afraid
of aggravating the evl by calling attention to it.
But we are convinced that there is a method of deal-
ing plainiy with this subject without soiling any
youthful purity of beart, and that for the sake
of numbers wbo are perîshîng for want of knowv.
iedge and timely guidance, tht dcmand of God upon
his servants is that they shall speak in the spirit of
the prophets. " The addrcss concludes, "Iour duty
is exbausted in urging upon our ministeriai breth-
ren a more prompt and active attention to the sub-
ject of iexual morals."

THE Prisoners' Aid Association is doing a most
excellent work in a quiet and unostentatious way.
It is ont that deserves most cordial support. Ih bas
a good account to give of itself. Tht annual meet-
ing of tht Association was held last week, and was
Presided over b>' Hon. S. H. Blake. At tht meet-
ing it was stated that in reply to a letter froni the
Secretary, Hon. Mr. Mowat wrote saying that it was
intended to appoint a Commission of- perbaps tbree
persons on prison reform. They would be charged
with the duty of coliecting al înformatirn on the
subject, in order to aid in any iniprovement that
might be desirable or practicable. Mr. Blake in his
address reviewed the hîstory of the association from
tbe time fifteen years ago, when a band of five
Christian workers met to impart religîous instruc-
tion at the gaol. They now had missions in tht
Central Prison, the Reformator>' for Women and in
the gaol, besides ernploying an agent who gives his
time for the welfare of discharged prisoners. The
foiiowing clause from the report gives a concise idea
of the work accomplisbed during the past year
Total number discharged from the city prisons dur-
ing tht year endîng December 31st, 1889, 2,292; the
number assisted by the Society, 761 ; employ[nent
found for 181 ; provisions given to eighty-four fami-
lies ; thirty-two articles of furniture given ; rent paid
for fourteen ; articles of clothing given, 226; forty
assisted with tools; rairoad fares to homes paid fur
thirty; loans to discbarged prisoners, $350.25 ; re*
paid during year, $239-85. Special attention w.is
calied to the large amount of boans repaid. The
following officers were elected. President, Hon. S. H.
Blake. Vice-Presidents-W. H. Rowland, Hoa.
Edward Blake, T. G. Hodgins, LL D,, John i bs-
kmn, Q.C., E. A. Meredith, LL. D., W. 11. McMur-
rich, Sutheriand Stayner, Clarke Gamble, A. 1 ar-
iey. Secretavy, Samunel E. Roberts; Treasurer and
Corresponding Secretary, A. M. Rosebrugh, M.D.;
Assistant Treasurer, Edmund S. Roberts. Warden
Massie, of the Central Prison, spoke of the faithful-
ness of the Chtistian workers and ciergy who con-
ducted the services in that institution. 'In the let-
ters sent to relatives, the prisoners expressed their
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appreciation of the efforts made for their %piritu.il
%velfare, and many had been led to take a more hope-
fui viev of lUf e li ove(i a rcsolution, st!coided
by NL. Robert KiI*,oir, bearing tcstimonv to the
excellent work pcrfo: :ilcd by the Chiristiaiu tcachers
in the various isistitutioas.

FROM tthe %\.încouv%,. r, f11C,/)aily laucw iar
that the Rev. E. D. ML:'~~.;uda tellng and
effective sermon on the Sabbatl aw. Ife ;gave four
reasons for the kecping of the S.alviath . Itis a di-
vine institution , the iaw hait an cducative force
Sabbathi desecration wvas always c.osely cotincectcd
%vith other formis of wrouag oiuà,, The fourth
reason for a Sabbath law was that t prot2,cted the
weak from the grasping selfishness of the strong.
H-e was glad to learru that the workiigiieil or Van-
couver recognii.ed tht fact and gave tlueir support to
a stringent Sabbath lawv întroduccd inito larlianent
by a Presbyterian eider. In the struggle, 'vithout
the protection of the iav, the weak %v ill aIlvays go
to the wall. H-e then spoke of the power cxercisedt
b>' corporations. It had bcai said that corporations
had no souis, but it %vould bc found that the mein-
bers were individually responsible before the bar of
judgmcnt. Ifet deprecated the runingi. of street
cars on Sunda>', thereby compelling thecir employets
to labour on the Lord~s Day. The people were
wrong în dcmanding these cars; those %vhio asled for
the cars became responsible for requiring thecir
ft!llowmnen to work on the Sabbath. It %vas claimcd
that Sunday street cars wvould give the poor equai
advantages with the ricb but if begun, it woulci bc
the thin end of the wedge, whicli %vould lead to for-
cing those saine poorer people to work on Sunlday.
Railway trains wvere run on Sunday, takzing away
frori many of their employces the privilcg-es of the
Sabbath. This bie thought %vas wholty unlràecessatry.
The post-office, too. was kcpt opten. What right, hie
asked, had tht people to demand that these clcrks
workc on tht Sabbath ? This work also wvas not re-
quired. Tht public would be highly indignant ivere
a drygoods man or a hardivare man to kecp bis
place of business open and require bis clerks to
attend. Wbat greater right bas a corporate and
powerful company to make this demand upon their
employets, or tht generai public to e\pect certain of
their servants to attend on tbem?

A CORRE-SPONDENT of the Chicago hu'terior
gîves tht foliowing description of tht Mennonites in
Manitoba: This peculiar people arc follotvers of
Sinmon Menno, who wvas born in 149r6 and %jho
died in Holstein in î56t. In the y.ar 178o, after
many wanderîngs and bitter persecations in Ger-
man>', tbey accepted the invitation of Catherine Il.
to settie in southern Russia. The Russian Govern-
ment gave them lands frcet rom taxation for twventy
years, with exemption from military service and
freedum to worship God according to their owvn con-
victions. Tbey were also providcd with lumber for
their bouses and imoney and implements of agri-
culture to aid in commencing life in the land of
their adoption. For protection against robbers
and for schools and churches, tht>' settlcd il,
village.:, as thieir descendants still do in the British
North.%Vest. Tht favours grau ted by Catherine
were continucd eiàhty-five years. Then by a cruel
edict thcy vcre required either to a sbmit to mili.
tary service or leave tht Russian Empire. Tbey
determined to leave. Fuvc years wvere granted them
i. which to seil their lands and clear out bag and
baggage. In that time a great many Mennonites
cmigrated, some to the Uited States, others to
Canada. JUl>' 23, 1873, Henry Wiebe and Jacob
Peters secured a grant of a reserve in Manitoba (romn
the Dominion Government at Ottava. Tht area of
this reserve is forty-eight miles by eigbteen, the
finest wheatiands in Manitoba. In 1875 tht colon-
istS came from ««"Rushland," and settied upon it.
In that year the>' hat ten villages. This year, 1890,
they occupy fifty villages %vest of the Red River.
They number 6,oeo saliis. To liclp tbem emigrrate
and settle, tht Dominion Government loaned 'them
$ îoo,ooo for ten year.s at six per cent. This large
amount wa.s ai reptid iuî 183). Tht Rtv. C.
Pochlman, a German brother froun Schleswig-Hol-
stein, in Europe, and more recently from Mount
Forest, ini Ontario, is at present cengaged ini evan.
gelistic work among these Mennonites in Manitoba.


