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FEXCURRIONS

are numerous in st mmer and autumn by chars-a
banes, which arc very comfortable and popular
vehicles.  Parties drive tn the towns around, such as
Poole, Wimbourne, Christehurch, Corfe Castle, the
New Forest, etc.

Boscombe and its clune make a pleasant walk of two
mniles. There are many villas and residences all
arounid il. There are also public pardens with rustic
bridges. ‘The Manor House here is the residenco of
Sir Percy F. Shelley, the sonof the poet  The grounds
around the house are extensive and laid out artisti
cally. They are not open to the public  There is a
large hotel here called the “ Chine Hotel” A few
files farther on is Chnstchurch, on the Sabshury
Avon, just above ‘ts confluence with the Stour  Tbhe
town itsclf consists of a lony straggling street, at the
end of which, on the banks of the river, stands
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which 1s very old, sety interesting and very attractive,
especially to stadents of archstecture, because it em-
braces every style of Loghsh art froia the carliest
form of Norman down tu the decadence of the Per-
pendicular Penad, even to the inttoduction of Cingue-
Cento ornamentatson, i s jonpger than any of the
Welsh, Irish or Scotch cathedrals, and of many even
of the Enghish. In s tower are eight bells, three of
which have legends of the fourteenth century; the
others appear 1o ate feom the ume of Henry V, Ong
inscription, whea wansiaied, reads thus : * Quick,
Augustine {while yet the mughty preacher or herald
sounds not,, that the Holy Luchanstic Lamb may
drive away ills from the Wewy., Another. “All
saints be ow wasimiag, siave that 1s thy name, may
the virtue of a bed make us e soberty,

Just within the purch, and atmost the nrst object
that met my eye, was a handsome marbie monument,
erected in 1834 to the wmemuty of Ferey Bysshe
Shelley, the poet, who was drewned in the gulf of
Spezzia in 1822, hus Lody being Lurned on the shore
and s head taken to Rume by Lotd Byron, who had
it buried beside the grave of kcats in the Frotestant
Cemetery. The lines on tae monument are from
one of his own pucins, and are very appropriate .

He has outsoared the shadow of nur night,
Lovy and calumny, and hate and pain,

And that uwresi which men miscall dehight,
Shal} taunt hum not, and torture nat again 3

From the contagion of the warld's 1w straip
tie ts sccute, and now can never moutn,

N when the spanit’'s sclf has ceased 1o burn
With - atkles ashes load an unlamented uen,

CORFE CASTLE,
in the Isle of Purbeck, Dorsetshire, 1s frequently
visited, the ruin being historical, and always an ob-
Ject of deepnterest.  The site of the castle secems to
have had a fortress on it in the reign of Alfred, be-
cause his daughter, Ethelgiva, the first Abbess of
Shaftesbury, held certain rights in the castle This
wonld fix the carliest known period of its existence at
the year 875 or 877. It is however, with Elfrida, the
Queen of Edgar, that the history of these noble
rutns commences. King John made the castle his
residence ; he deposited in it his regalia and con-
verted itinto a State prison, confining and starving to
death twenty-two prisoners, the flower of the French
chivalcy. This was about 1202, In 1213 John sur-

 rendered “ England and Ireland to God, St. Peter

and St Paul and to Pope Innocent and his succes.

; ¥ sors,” and did homagc to the Pope's legate. The
F castle continued the property of the different kings

or queens or their favourites down to 1643, when it
was purchased by Sir John Bankes. Then com-
menced the war batween the King and Parliament,
when most of the fortresses fell into the hands of the
latter, Corfe Castle remaiming almost alone in 1ts loy-
alty. Lady Banks—her husband was absent with the
king—bravely resisted all attempts upon her castle,
until, by the treachery of an officer of her own gamn-
507, it too was surrendered to the Parliament. Every.
thing was then given up to plunder and- destruction,
the walls were undermined and blown up with gun-
powder, and the nobie cdifice became the rumn 1t now
remains.

We may be reconciled to the sacnifice of thisgrand
historical structure, writes the histonan, seeing that
its destruction struck a blow at the feudal system.
which paved the way to the freedom England now ea-

joys. We may be thankful, too, that the sufferings
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tong and bitter, which hundreds of prisoners endured

within these walls, long, 'ngering misery, ended only

by death, are now no longer possible. T H.
Rournemouth, Fngland, De. , 1887

NELIGINUS INSTRUCTION IN PURIIC
SCHOQLS.

it

MR. Epitur 1 feel bound, m the interest ahke of
sound rahigious teaching and of the traditional policy
of the Presbytenian Church in relation to education,
1o protest aganst the vicws on this subject contamned
i Mr. Henderson s letter, i yous issuc of Dectmber
28th last, 1 am one of those who are willing to have
religious instruction given m the pubhic sthools; but |
am not witling to make the giving of religious instruc-
tion obhigatory on the teachers by a general Provinaial
law. 1am qute willing o leave this matter, where
1t ought always to be left, with the local avthonties of
cach suhipol. A district that wants to have rehigions
mstruction given by its teachets can thenmake provi
sion for it by elecing to as school board men who are
in sympathy with the view while other districts that
do nut wan such an arrangement snade can o on
as they are now doing.  Whisle it would be easy and
safe to make such provision i <ome districts, it would
be newher easy nor safe m others. Why should Mr.
Henderson want to depnive the people of thesr free.
dom in this scspectz Sudh a proposal smacks of the
persecuting spint too strongly to be tolerated in this
country.

For many years past, | bharc been favourably
situated for searning the views of both vur legislators
and our teachers on this yuesuon, and 1 have no
hesitation wn saying that the tunines wilt need a great
deal of persuasion to nduws thiem to make religous
imnstruction cumpuisory, and that the atter woukl sv
generally evade the obligation as to make the law a
dead letter, of 1t were enacted.  Sarely Mr. Hender-
son knows that rehigious snstruction can be reduced
to the merest farce, while the teacher comphies stricuy
with the letter of the law. Ferhaps st has not
accurred to him, that, 1n a large nuinber of distnicts,
the teachers would find themseives compelled ether
to stop yiving rehgious mstruction, or to give up thew
situations. It 1s easy to say that the Education De-
partment could enforce the law by the usual penalty
withholding the schiool grant, butatisquitesafe to say
that no Minister of Education will ever enter upon a
task so gigantic, so dangerous, so useless and so
senseless. The subject of rehgious instruction s
troublesome enough now , it would be infinitely wiore
s0, were the instruction made compulsory.

Mr. Henderson is quite willing to have religious
mstruction *“1n the letter of the Divine word” given
by men who are not themselves religious. He goes
furcher still, and avows his desire to have the law so
changed that even rreligious teachers shall be com-
pelled to-give religious nstruction.  1f I have put 2
wrong construction on s own words, he can easily set
me night; but the position I have just stated 1s so
shocking to me, that I expect other people to say 1
have misrepresented him.  How many Christian par-
ents, who are earnestly endeavouning to educate their
childrcen, not merely in the letter, but in the spirit of the
Divine word, would be willing to take their chance of
the kind of instruction in theletter which Mr. Hender-
son 1s willing to accept. If such a law were passed
and enforced, thousands of children would be with-
drawn from the public schools and sent to private
institutions.

Such a change in the law as Mr. Henderson wants
would arouse sectarian feeling and controversy in
many districts, where denominational harmony has
hitherto prevailed. So long as giving religious in-
mstruction is not abligatory on the teacher, no cfiort
15 made by the members of any sect to have a teacher
of their own persuasion. All this weuld bhe changed
by a change in the law. Every school section would
soon become such a sectarman bear garden, that the
law would have to be restored to the condition it is
now in.

Mr. Henderson makes light-of the difficulty about
having the Bible taught by agnostics, that is by those
who do not believe it. His first answer to'the objec-
tions urged is, that it is not desirable to have an
agnostic for a teacher. Admitting the soundness of
this view, I ask him how agnostics can be prevented
from becoming teachers. They cannot be kept out

of the proféssion by means of tests, because the Legis- ] sion in the secondary use of the contraction
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Itture would never consent to unpose them, and they
would Le of no use of they were tmposed. Unce
the profession, they cannot be kept out of the schools,
because trustees have no means of recogmzing them,
Maorcaver, there are thousands of sensible trustees
who, so long as an agnostic respects the religious
propricties, will refuse to disnuss him, simply because
they arc told hc 1s an agnostic.  And if an agnostic
chonscs to keep lus opinions. or want of opinions, o
himself, how can Mr Henderson use s influence to
have him removed ? What kind of proof will he
furnish to a school board in such a case?

His sccond answer 13, that the use of the Bule wilt
a in discovering the agnostic where he already may
be Not necessalily.  Mr. Henderson ought to know
that it 1s quite possible for a skilful agnostic to satur.
ate hus pupnls with utterly unorthodos views about the
B3tble and religion, without leaving 1t possible for any
person to objert, with suceess, to any particular part
of bis teaching  In these days when enunent Protes-
tant Churchmen are diviced inthen opnions on the
canon af Scnpture itsclf, very eatreme views may be
taught 'n schoo! about the cosmogony of Genesis, the
journeyings of the Israclites, the character of David,
the theocrary and rehigion of the Jews, and cven the
teachings and miracles of Christ, by agnostics, shel.
teruig themselves under the iegis of the Church, Such
agnostics are usually quite willing to let this subject
alone, but if they are compelled to teach the Bible
they will certainly teach it in then own way.

Mr. Henderson'’s third answer 1s, that a man may
cherish a doubt about the Bible, and yet not treat it
with disrespect.  Iam «ompelled to wonder what kind
of agnostics Mr Henderson has become acyuainted
with He scems tothink that distespect for the Bibleis
a necessary characteristic of agnostiusm. tis nothing
of the sort  The true, and 1 may add, the dangerous
1gnostic, 15 an carnest secker after truth, who takes a
scientific interest in the Bible as he takes a suentific
interest in other carly literary- productions of the
human race. Apart from inspirationand the miracu-
lous altogether, the Bible 1s unquestionably the maost
valuable source of light we possess on the origin and
early progress of avilization, and in this character it
1s earnestly, and even reverently, studied by the scien-
ufic agnostic. In this character also, it would be
taught by hiia, and in that fact lurks the danger which
I maost fear.

I need not enter into the separate scheol difficulty
which Mr. Henderson underrates, simply because he
overlooks the fact that it is a physical impossibility for
all Roman Catholics to enjoy separate school privi-
leges. WirniaM Houston.

Toranto, fanuary 2, 1888.

INFORMATION WANTED.

MR, EDITOR, - Would you kindly inform me whe-
ther there 1s a set of questions prepared by the
Assembly’s Comnuttec on the State of Religion, to be
answered by Sessions? [ have written to every one
who, I thought could give any information on the
subject, but to no purpose, My predecessor as Con-
vener of the Presbytenal Committee tells me that,
last year, the questions came about the 15t of Feb-
ruary. Now, our Presbytery meets in the end of
February, and 1t 15 unreasonable to expect that, in so
short notice, anything like all Sessions could reply.
If there are 10 be questions sent, why could they not
be sent 1n December as well as in February? If no
questions are to Le sent, Presbyteries should know,
so that they could take steps to gather such informa-
tion as they thought necessary. A CONVBNER.

Tuyr Philadelphia Preshyterian makes an appeal to
contemporarics on a matter that has taxed its inven-
tive ingenuity It says Doubtless you, like our-
selves, are often perplexed in replying to lady corre-
spondents, who are strangers, as to whether the pre-
fix Mrs. or Miss is the proper onc to use. We have
decided to adopt the simple abbreviation Ms. in all
such cases until somebody suggests something better
Suggestions are in order. At the present moment
time is too pressing to afford leisure to grapple with a
new problem.  As, however suggestions are in order,
it may be remarked that the proposed abbreviation
has been pre-empted.  As lady correspondents, who
write both prose and poety, know that 47s. stands for
“manuscript,” they may suspect an ambiguous allu.




