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overcome for a moment by thoughts ofhis mother and
his home. e stopped. *I turned back about half-
an-acre,” ns he afterwands expressed it to me,  “1
stopped ng’un and uneovered my head and made this
prayer : ¢ Lord, dircct me this one day.”  ‘Then 1 felt
in my heart that I must come into Montreal.” 1t was
the turning point in his life.  He came in weary and
{oot-sore, and was heartity wetcomed by his old friends
who were anxiously wondering what had berome of
him. He was soon followed by his mother and
brother and sister, who applied 1o Mayor Villeneuve,
of the village of Ste Jean Baptiste who at once had
him arrested and lodged in gaol.  ‘This was on Tues

day, October 15, 1867. Mr. Fletcher brought me the
news of his imprisonment as 1 was on the platform of
the Bonaventure Hall at a meeting in the interests of
French Evanpelization.  Without a moment’s deiay,
accompanicd by the late Mr. Des Islet, for some time
Principal of the Pointe-aux-Trembles Schools, we set
out to try to cffect his release.  We had not gone
far when it occurred to me that our journey would be
in vain, and I suggested that the best thing for us to
do was to follow the example of the Apostohe Church
when Peter, the so-called first Pope, was in gaol,and go
home and pray for our prisoner. \We did, and heard
nothing ofhim for two days when he appeared in my
louse and told his own story. He was in gaol only one
night.  Mayor Villeneuve brought him out and ex-
amined him in the morning.  * Is it true,” said he,
“that you arc going to become a Protestanti” * No,”
said Zotique, “ I Zaze Lecome one.”  * You ought to
be ashamed of yourself,” said his worship, “do you
not know that Jesus Christ came into the world to set
up the Holy Catholic Church2”  “ [ am notashamed
of myself,” the lad answered, “because 1 read in my
Gospel "—taking the Testament from his pocket—

“that Jesus said that if any one is ashamed of Him
He will be ashamed of that one before Ilis Fatherand
the holy angels.” The Mayorsnatched the book from
his hand with undisguised displeasure; and that was
the last of my little gift to Lefebvre. | never heard
what this zealous municipal officer did with it.  Pro-
bably it met the fate of a good many Testaments and
believers in Christ when Rome was dominant in Brit-
ain--was burned.  He locked up his youny prisoner
once more and told him that he would sce the judge
who might sead him to the penitentiary.  After sev-
eral hours he returned and said the judge was willing
to release him if he would go with his mother, e at
once agreed to do so, and was soon oft' with his mother
and brother and sister, the whole family group rattling
over the road in their orimitive French cart.

As they rested at a wayside inn, Zotique continued
the journey on foot and was overtaken by a stranger
who took him up in his cart. They came to a piece
of forest in which he took refuge and remained con-
cealed until he saw his mother pass. Again a sore
mental and spiritual struggle ensued. \What was his
duty in the premises 7 Assert his freedom and right
of conscicnce to follow the Saviour, or go home to be
watched and worried by the priest and possibly tosutfer
imprisonment in the end? It was mght, and lus de-
cision had to be quickly made.  He bethought him-
self where to go. He remembered having had the
litle house of an old colporteur, at Mascouche, named
Richard, pointed out to him as the dwelling of onc of
the mischief-making Swiss who persisted in selling and
distributing Bibles. Emerging from the woods he
made fer this.  He knocked at the door and told his
story, ending by saying : “If you are afraid to be dis-
terbed, don't take me in, because they may come
after me to-night.” * *“ Come in, my boy,” said the old
colporteur.  ““If they come after you st run out into
my barn ; and when they ask if you < here, 1 will
say no, for you will be in the barn.”™ The old man
talked much, and as a Frenchman only knows how
totaltk. e read and prayed, and put Zotique to bed
promising to have him up at three m the morning
and drive in the colporteur’s cart to Terrebonne, to
take steamer for Montrcal. This programme was
successfully carricd out ; and the next night he went
to Lachine, and the day following to Greaville on the
Ottawa River, where he remained a year as a pupil
in the Mission School taught by Mr. Matthieu. The
following year he went to the United States, to be out
of the reach of possible persecution, and to carn money
to continue his education. He next attended three
scssions at the Pointe-aux-Trembles Schools,
thereafter entered the McGill Normal School, taking
successively its clementary, mnodel school and aca-
demy diplomas.  On leaving the Normal School he

and-

was nppomtcd assistant teacher in one of lhc puhlu
schools of Montreal, and soon became Head Master.
He was then v anoted to be teadher of French and
other branches in the 1high School, and contimued
the senvice of the Board of School Commissioners for
ten years.  During this time he prosecuted s herary
studies, and also attended a full course of lectures i
the Faculty of Law of McGill University, paseed all
the law examinations and carnied off the gold medal
when he graduated as B.C.L. in 1882, He subse
quently took a full theological course m the I'reslyy

terian College, Montreal, and received its diploma in
April, 18835, In May of the same year he passed very
satisfactory prehminary exammmations before the Pres.
bytery of Glengarry ; and to-day this Presbytery has sus-
tained with approval lus final publictnal discourses and
examinations, and has licensed him to preach the Gos.
pel May the Lord gude his steps i future and 1en

der him cmmently useful to his fellow countrymen.
After Wtsimpri-omnent in 1867, 1 alluded, to lim from
the pulpit of Cote Sticet Church, and some unknown
friend sent me $17 * for the Im) who was not ashamed
or afraid to confess the dSaviour although he was ime.
prisoned for it.”  The same winter [ told some of the
incidents of his carcer as a story toa little girl in
Toronto,  Her guardun sepeated them to the late
Rev. Dr. Thornton, of Oshawa, Omtario, who shortly
after sent me $40 for the education of the lad.

‘These stins were devoted to the support of the Mis-
sion Schools at Pointe-aux-Ticiables which, as al-
ready stated, he attended for three sessions.  Like all
other French and English students in our colleges,Mr.
Lefebvre carncdevery cent required for his education ;
and lus career, so far, illustrates not only the difficul-
ties which beset the path of converts from Romanism,
butalso what divine grace and cainest perseverance
can accomplish.

[ only add that Mr. Lefebvies now aged mother
came from New Glasgow to Montreal in the tall of
1876 to hear Fathier Chinguy preach ; and last win-
ter his brother and sister and  cousin came m for
the same purpose.  Mr. Lefebvre accompanied them
to Mr. Chiniquy's rooms where they conversed with
the veteran inissioniny, and histened to is presenta-
tiun of the Gospel and caposure of eirors fur severa
hours greatly to then pront. The New lestaent,
which a few years ago was to them an unknown and
dreaded book, is now read in their homes as God s
revelation of saving love and mercy to man,
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By REV. D PALERSON, M.\, 81, ANDREWS, QUEBEC.

THE 1HIRD CHALLENGE.

Mr. Bootl’s third challenge is “to point to a single
ordination by presbyters in communion with the
Church, say in the first 1,500 years.”

Without insisting on the ordination of elders Ly
Timothy and  Titus {which Mr. Booth would probably
not admit as examples in point, although we believe
this could be made good), we shall allow Bishop
Lightfoot to furnish the answer.  That distinguished
writer, in the Dissertation on the Christian Ministry
appended to his Commentary on the Epistle to the
Philippians, says that “As late as the close of the
second century, at Alexandria the bishop was nomi-
nated and apparently ordained by the twelve presby-
ters out of their own number.”  As evidence of thishe
quotes Eutychius as saying “That ‘the evangelist Mark
appointed that when the patriarchate was vacant the
twelve preshyters should choose one of their number,
on whose hecad the remaining eleven, laying thewr
hands, should bless him and create hun patriarch.’
The vacant place was then to be filled up, so that the
number twelve might be constant.”  So here we have
presbyters not only ordaining a presbyter to 4l up
their own number, but ordzining and conscerating o
bishop of the highcst degree.  And this custom con-
tinucd, he says, till A.D. 313,

We have cvidence also (to quote from the same
work) that the practice of ordination by presbyters
prevailed elsewhere in * A decree of the + ouncil of An-
cyra (A.D. 314, which ordains that it be not allowed
to country bishops (xwperioxdmors) to ordain prasby-
ters or deacons, nor cven to City-piesbyters, except
permission be given in cach parish by the bishop in
‘writing.' Thus, while restramning the existing hicense,
the framers of the decree still allow very considerable
Irtitade.

And it is especially important to observe

that th) lay mote stress un cplsrolnl sanction lh'\n
on cpiscopal ordination.”

As this comes from a successor of the npdsllce, and
one so lngh in rank and reputatton as the Ihshup of
Durham, Mr. Booth will probably accept st as suffi-
aent.  If not, we are ready to corroburate it by other
testimony.  Having thus, 1 think, fa iy et the
friendly challenge, and 1 hope i »  Lendly and
brotherly spirit, perhaps your kindness, Mr. Kditor,
will grant space for a few wonls regarding those who
followed the apostles in the work of the Church.

FHE SUCCESSORS OF THIL APOSTLES,

While the apostles had no successors in the apostle-
slup, there were, of course, after they were, gone, other
men who preached the Gospel, administered the sacra.
ments, and governed the Church ; men who were ap-
pointed bytheaposties,or under their direction ; and by
these agam others, and so on,in succession downwards,
All these, so far, ay be said to have succeeded the
apw stles.  They are their successors in this particuiar
serse ; and that,whether they be presbyters such as the
apostles themselves ordained, or prelates who, in some
branches of the Church, rule over presbyters, yet
the fonmer scem to have more of the succession than
the latter, as doing more of the work which the apos-
tles were expressly appointed to do.  For, while they,
tviz,, the Preshyterian ministers) rule, yet they are
mostly cmnployed in preaching, whereas modern bis.
hops,although they may preach often, are chiefly occu-
picd in ruling, as their distinctive appellation indeed
inplies.  And we are mistaken if it is not practically
the case that the higher a man rises in the “apostoli-
cal succession,” up to him who claims to be universal
Lishop, the fess he does of that which was the great
work of the apostles—* Go ye into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature.”  Their truest
suceessors in our day we apprehend to be the mission-
aries of the Gospel.  These go forth to witness for
Christ throughout the world, they preach amungst the
heathen His unsearchable riches, and in His name
they establish churches and ondain elders 1o fead and
to rule the tlock.

THE EARLY BISHOPS,

The carly bishops were much more apostolie than
their modern successors iu the name. It has been
admitted that bishops are to be found very early in
the lustory of the Church ; that even m the second
century they appear to have been very general thiough-
outit. But what were those bishops? * They were
not diocesans.  They did not preside over a diocese,
but over a pasish. A ishop was simply the pastorof
a congregation. ‘There were many hundreds of them,
They were tobe found in every city and in every wil-
lage where there was a church ; and the picture given
by carly writers of the bishop sitting on his throne
surrounded by the presbyters, what is it but the pic-
ture of a minister with hus ordained clders around him,
stch as may be scen at this day in the sesgion of any
Presbyterian Church ? Only he does not call his
seat a throne, but by the humbler designation of «
chair.

‘Thus Moshecun says that * One mnspector or bishop
presided over each Christian assembly, to which office
he was clected by the voice of the whole people. To
assist hun he formed a counal of presbyters, etc.”
Dean Milman suggests the same thing, in order to
account for the great number of the bishops ; and it
is admitted also by Bishop lLightfoot, who says that
originally a diocese was just a parish.

This view 1s strengthened by the fact that the early
bishops were set apart especially to preach the word
of God ; and “In the African Churches it would scem
that the duty of preaching was reseived wholly to the
bishop ® (Swmtl’s Dictionary of Christian Anitsg., p.
1,685), as the regular and ordinary pastor of the
church,

We sce then that the Presbyterian system, accord-
ing 1o which each congregation has a winister, who
preaches the word, and governs the congregation, with
the assistance of a bench of elders or presbyters
over whom he presides, but without claiiming any
higher rank or “ order ” than that ef presbyter, scems
a very exact counterpart of the system of the carly
Church.

Ignatius lnmseli; the great champion of Episcopacy,
gives a very sumilar represeantation of the churches of
s day. He soud that every church had a bishop of
its own. Ile spoke constantly of the bishop, the pres-

, byters and the deacons, as we speak of the minis.

ters, the elders, and the deacons or the managers,.



