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usual steps to bave it placed in Mr. Fraser's hands
for his decision, and Mr. Mallan was appolnted com-
missioner to prosecute it before the Presbytery of
Saugeen, of which Mr. Fraser isamember, A report
was submitted from the committee to Preston stating
what had been done since last meetlng, and submit-
ting certain recommendations. The report was re-
ceived and its recommendations, were adopted. Con-
siderable timo was spent in considering the c3se of
Hawkesvllle, and the propriety of recommending it to
the General Assembly for an interest in the scheme
recently inaugurated to increase the salaries ¢f minis-
ters to a minimum of $750 The clerk reported that
all the congregations in the bounds had contributed
to the Synod Fund, and farther, that he was now able
to re-imburse the travelling expenses of Commisslon-
ers to the General Assembly last year ; also that he
had received and paid the Home Mission Grant to
Hawkesville, and the Augmentation Grant to West

inch, for the half year just closed. A committee
was appointed to visit Hillsburg and Prices’ Corners
with a view of bringing up the latter to the standard of
liberality required in the svpport of their minister.
Next meeting was appointer. to be held in St. Andrew's
Church, Guelph, on the third Tuesday of July, at ten
o'clock in the forencon. The roll wasthen called and
the names of those present were taken down, after
which the proceedings were closed in the usual way.
—R. TORRANCE, Pres. Clerk.
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OBITUARY.

Mr. William Reid, elder of the congregation of
Holstein, died after a short illness on April 20h, aged
seventy-one years. He was a native of Stirlingshire,
Scotland, ard came to this country when a young
man. For a short time he lived near Hamilton and
in the township of Pusklinch, bat finally he moved to
the county of Grey in 1850 and settled on 2 farm agd-
jolning what is now the village of Holstein. He was
one of the earliest settlers of the township, and from
the first took a deep interest intkechurch. Longago
he ased to go to Owen Sound, 2 distance of funty
miles, to Presbytery mestings—a long journey in the
state of the roads in those days. His house was tke
home of the missionary and his horse (he owned the
first in the township) was always at the missionary’s
disposal. When a regular congregation was organ-
ized be was appointed one of the first elders. He was
a liberal supporter of the church, and what he gave
he gave most cheerfully. Some time before his death
he felt that his time was not to be long in this world,
and while he was remembering in his will kis chil-
dren, of whom he kad ten hiving, be thonght it right to
remember Lis Saviour also, and gave $50 o Home
missions and $30 to Foreign missions. When he left
the old country be gave all his earnings to his widowed
mother and came to Canada un borrowed money, and
the Lord did not forget his filial fidelity—a loving
family surrounded his death bed. Ths Sabbath after
his burial the pastor of the congregation preached
from the words : “ The fatbers, where are they? ” and
made reference to the life and work of the deceassd.
His presence will be moch missed. May the Lord
raise up others of like devotion to the cause of Christ
to fill his place.

ACRNOWLEDGMENTS.~— Rev. Dr. Reid has received
the following contributions for schemes of the Caurch,
vix. : Rev. Jobn Danbar, of Denbarton, returned an-
nuity for Agzed and Infirm Ministers’ Fund, $100.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS,

FUSTIFICATION RY FAITH.

Jecoe 8, Rom 3
2834, 16°31.
GoLoxx TEXT.—**Thereforo being justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.” <
Tnre~A. D. 58, probably eatly in the year.
PLACE.—Wriltea from Corinth, sooa afier the Epistle to
the Galatizns,

INTRODUCTION.~-By whom the church at Rome w3
fornded is unknowa ; probably by some of the *“stran
of Rome " who wese present in Jeruszlem on that marvels
loas Pentecostal day, maw its wonders and heard the beave.,
icypired address of Petas, followed, ss it wzs, by thousaads
of conversioas. may also have been added very
cazly in its history, or have joined at its beginning, some of
those who were stattered abroad by the persecation after the
Sezth of Stephen, and who ** weateverywhere prexching the

‘o JastiSed—by  His

Waord.” (Acts 8. 4.) By whomhowever founded, it is clear
that it bad no apostolic visitor uatil Paul had entered it a

risoner, and abode *‘two whole years in his own hired

ouse."” (Acts28: 30.) If Peter ever saw Rome, it was
later than Paul's first visit, but it need hnrdl{ be said that
all trustwurthy evidence 13 strongly agaan ihe sden that he
from whum the tishups of Rome profess to deslve theit
authority was ever in Rome. The eplstle to the Romans,
although first in order, was really the sixth written by the
apostle. Rightly to understand some of 1ts allusions and
teachings e must remembes that the chuich at Rume was
wade up of what we may termn three elemente.  There were
{:‘ vs converted to Chﬂsthnilg; there were gentiles who

d come to Christ through Judaism ; and there were those
who had Leen brought in immediately frum heachenism.
These last two classes were together muck more numetvus
than the first alone, hence, to a large extent, this may be
considered as having been a Gentile church.  The argument
of the cpistle, briefly put, may be stated as follows. That
the religion of Jesus Christ is what mankiod need; all
men must possess ¢ righteousness before God.” That all
men, Jew and Gentile alike, can be justified by faith in
Christ only, and not by reason of their good works. That
men ctnnot be made holy by the law of God, only through
the gospel of Jesus. That it will secure the jushification
and sanchification alike of those who receive st. Thatin
the wisdom and émticc of God the Jews are 1cjected for
their unbelief, and the Gentiles are called to the privileges
of God’s people.  The epistle closes by urging the practical
duties which flow from the reception of the doctrinal truths
the apostle has set fosth,

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 19. * The law saith . "
the apostle’s argument bere is to prove the sinfulness of all
men, Jews and Gentiles alike, and in this verse he de-
nounces the foolish idea of the Jews, that they to whom the
law was griven were exempt from its condemnation, and that
even witﬂd Israclites hed pothing to fear at the dast. The
guilt of the Gentiles is pre-supposed, and that of the Jews
proved ; all guilty, all exposed tc wrath. ¢ Every mouth
stopped * ** silenced, no ground for complaint or remon-
strance, all taken away. *¢Become guilty before,” Rev.
¢ brought under the judgment of God:"” made to re-
ctive His condemnation.

Ver. 20. **Therefore,” Rev. *‘because:" evidently
more in the line of the argument. ** Deeds of the law . * the
whole law ceremonial and morzl, the latter of which is not
abolished. (Ver. 31.) * Justified:" declared just; as
bumao law, when it prononnces a man upon his trial not
guiity, does mot chapge in any way the character of the
man—it simply justifes him, bolds him innocent. God,
for Chuist’s sake, acceepts us as righteous. ** By the Law
the knowledge of sin,” and nothing more, yet in doing
that it led us to fee! our need of a Saviour.

Ver. 21.  **Now . " by the gospel. “ Rightcousness of
God : ” that which God of His frec grace bestows upon
man that he may be able to stand before Him as nghteous,
** Without the law,” KEv. **apant from : ~ jusufcation was
impossitle by (be law, su Gud wiuogbt it «0 anuthes way, by
grace. * Witnessed : " taoght, testified of. “ By the law
and the prophets : ” the whole of the Old Testament revela.
tion; so that the apostle was not setting forth a doctnne
opposed to its texchings.

Vers. 22, 23.  The apostle farther explains * the nght-
eousness of God ;” it is ** by faith of Jesus Christ,” or as
Rev. “throggh faith.” ¢ All—all:” Jew and Geatile;
note the extent z=nd freeness of the Gsfel gift.  ** Nodif-
fereace—all have sioned,” and so mast recerve this
righteousness as an 2¢t of God's favour, and he is williog to
bestow it upon all who believe. ** Come short - ” failed to
secoee. * The glory of God,” or approval of God, or the
honour God gives, once upon man, as upon i His crea.
tores, the Lor® looked, and he was ** very good " (Gen 1:
31), but ke sioned, and to none can God say * Well done
becacss of his sinless life.

Ver. 23. Note the bezutiful succession of this verss,
ce—throngh the redemption—in
Christ Jesus.””  ** Freely: "' all have sinned, e/l have come
short of the glery, so to ¢/ comes the free grace of God.
Let os ever remember that our redemption s enurely of
God, andeserred by us, given out of wfinite grace. ** The
redemption—in Christ Jesus * redemption is the recovery
of anything by the payment of 2 price 3 the price paid for
onr)rcdcmption wzs the blood of Christ. (1 Peter1: 18-
19.

Vers. 25, 26, **Set forth to be a propitiation : ' 2 pro-
pitiatory offensg ; this supposcs an offence and connects
with verse 23. The redemption is inthe ** blood ”* of Christ,
that is, in his ztoaing death, in the blood which is the life
gom for us. (Matt.20:28) * Declare His nghteovsness :**
to show that His former ** forbearance "’ and remission of
tin was in accord with |his righteous character; it wasa
looking forward to, 2 waking present in the gast the pro-
pitiation of Jesns in his atoniog death the ng teoutnsss of

Those who lived before, equally with we who live

“er, have blessicgs from the death of Christ. * To de-

~sre 3 *" set forth, show. ¢ Hisrightcousness : ™ the justice

of His dealipgs with men in forgaviog sta.  * Jost. " op-

posed 2o and punishing sin. **Justifier:” loving the sin-
net, God provided a wey by which sia csuld be pardoned,
aod “*him which believeth ™ counnted as innocent and just.

Ver. 27.  * Where is boasting . ™ the idea of this verse s
that =5 all is from God, the salvation by Jesus Chast, as
salvation by the 1aw or works was im}mssib!e; so all, Jew
20d Gentile alike, stand 03 the same level, condemned and
helpless, and are saved only by the grace of God through
faith, which s not in itself nighteousness, but Ixys bold of
the riphteousaess of another.

Ver. 28, By faith: " as{God’s cordition of pardna.,
“ Withoot the deeds of the 1aw =" Do righteousness of our
owa can avail for oar aceeptance with{God.  So completely
are we )ustified without these that it is utterly and entirely
indepesdent of and scparaté from oTr own merit.  We mast
not, however,jmake the mistake of :up,po:ing that pood
wotks do 1ot exint in the Christiang life, unless they ase

there and abound as the fruit of God's grace in the heart;
the *‘ faith * is winthlesy, 1t 1s the fach of devils.

Vers. 29, 30. The apustle is still vigorously combating the
Jewish idea of superiority, and 2 special way for them of
salvation, and affirms that God 1s the God of Jew and Gen.
tile alike, and that 1t 1s tHe ajune who shall jusufy both ar-
cumdlsiun and uncucumuisiva, © by tath—theough tanh s
different shades of meaning, but practically the same.
Alford zays: ¢* the former expresses the ground of justifica-
tion, generally taken, by or out of faith ; the latter means
whereby the maa lags hold va jusificauon by has fasth.

Ver. 31 “ Make vold - establish the law . ™ this teach-
ing of the apostle is not opposed to the teaching of the Old
Testament; so far from it that justification by faith was
taoght by it as shown o the next chapter, The death of
Chnst was wuc sausfacuun of the law, and the gospel 1o us
glncss is a development and completion of the whole law of

od,

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Profatory.—This grand doctrine, the fortress of the
Christian faith, should be thoroughly impressed on the
winds of all our scholars ; let us not think that it is too
difficult for them to comprehiend, that they could notunder-
stand it, teach it as we may. ‘Thers are heights and depths
io 1t which the wisest and devoutest of men have never ully
understood ; but the vital truths are so simple that a little
child may grasp them. It was with this grand doctrine
that Luther shook Christendom and awoke it from tbe
deadly sleep of papal darkaess, and by it Whitfeld and
Wesley revived the work of God in Englaod sc mightily as
to ¢ o new reformation. It is God's way of salvation
and the only way. Teach this lesson with that fact deeply
impressed on your beart.

‘Topical Analysis.—(1) All are under condemnation,
(2) God's way of salvation. (3) The universality of the
blessing.

On the firs¢ topic quote to show that this 15 the solemn
conclusion to which the apostle comes. All are under law.
. The Jews under a law of direct revelation from heaven ;
the Gegtiles under the law *‘written in their hearts. (Ch. 2
15.) Against the law ‘' all have sinned.” ** There is none
righteous, po notone.” (Vers. 10-18.) Houw terrible the de-
scription of the world’s alienation from God contained in
these verses. \What then can a broken law do? It cannot
give peace ; it cannot treat as guidtless, it can only con-
demn and pass the sentence which the guilt deserves. Such
is the apostle’s argument, and it is the universal conscious-
ness of humanity. Men feel chat they arte sinners, that they
hasc broken the divine law ; hence the idea of sacrifice, of
pepalties sclf-inflicted, of all the propitiatory ntes and prac-
tices of the world in all ages and in every clime. Deep in
the heart of universal man is wrnitten the seatence: I ama
sinner and exposed to the wrath of God ;¥ but

The sasmd topic tells as that there isa way of satvation.
On this show that it is of God’s free grace. ** God so loved
the world,” ** Herein is love nct that we loved God but
that He loved us,” etc., 1n the verses 24, 27. Not {or 2ny-
thing that we had done ot couid do to ment saivauon, but
of the unsought, unsuggested mercy of Goa. Then there is
the woy of selvation. 1t is **throuph the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus.” Here you can tell the “ old, cld story "’ of
Czalvary, of Him who came to give His life 2 ransom for
many. (Matt. 20: 25 ) Who * bore our sins in His own
body on the tree.” (1 Peter2: 24.) If you, teacher, can
truly say, 1 love to tell the story,” you will tell it hete
with tones that wall show how deeply the truthis reahized in
your own heart. Then th mcthod of sakvation, it is by faith.
God justifies him who ** believeth in Jesus.” Whatis it to
have foith ? it may be asked, oftenis. It is simply to take
Jesus at His word, to helieve Him, to trust Him, to give
ourselves to Him. We feel that we need 2 Saviour, it is be-
lievicg that He can save us, being willing that He shonld,
and taking Him to our hearts as a Saviour. This is 2%
only cor:dition, **believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved.” Acts 16: 31,

‘The 2A3rd topic is a blessed truth. It comes (o uz, Gen-
tiles, as we are, and assures us God is not the God of the
Jews alone, the salvation He has provided s pot for them
alone ; it is for the Gentiles likewise. Not only an assur-
auce to us, but ap encouragement to send the gospel to
those who are yet in darkness, for to none can the message
be proclaimzd for whom 1t was not intended, Thank God,
1 is for the whole world. “Whosoever will Iet him take
the water of life freely.” Rew. 22: 17.

Incidental Truths and Tecachings.—If we do
not accept the grace of God, we are still onder the law of
obsdicoce, and by it no man aan live. Ch. 7: 7-10.

Because of the law we know that we are sitners.

The righteousness of God 1o establishing the law yet par-
dopicg the sioner is shown in the death olg Jesus.

And is fclflled when men bave faith o Jesus.

The Gentiles can be saved; then let us send them the
food news of salvation.

Mal, Xesson.—Fustificclicr by feith—a summary.
(1) Not of works—Gal. 2. 15, (2) not of works 2nd {aith
combioed—Gal. 5: 4 ; (3) by faith alone—Jobn 5:24; (3)
of God's free grace— Rom. 3. 24; {5} in the name of
Lord Jesus—1 Cor. 6:11; (6) by the atoning death of
Christ— Rom. 5. 3; (7, and by His resarrection—1 Cor.
35.17.  {S) Free from condempauon—Rom. $: 33, 34.
(9) Made heirs of eterpal life—Titus 3. 7. (20) Azd s
coasammated in glory—jokn 17 22.

THE income of the various schemes of the U. P, Charch,
Scotland, during the past year has been £102.864, an in-
crezse of £8,544. Al the funds, except the Forcign 3Mis-
sions, =re in & satisfaclory conditica, The reserve fand for
missions bas beea redaced from £7,034 to £2,750.

TwoO upprinted cantatas by Beethoven have been fouad
amoxng the collection of 2 Leipsic antiquariza. They were
written when he was tweatyone years old. Ozeisa
cantats on the death of the &?;m Empzror Joseph II.,
and the other on the aceession of Leopold 11. szi have
distinztive merit.



