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OUR gond neigbbour the "Guardian" cencludes
that the " Believer's Meeting" held lin N agara a few
days ago was Ilunder the controi of Pre M ilienial Cal-
vlnists." This conclusion niay be correct, but it should
be distinctly understood that no Calvinistic Church is
responsible for the utterances of the speakers at that
meeting. They gave their own views on the questions
discussed ; gave their own exegesis of passages of
Scripture, and supported their theories by their own
arguments. Whether scriptural or unscriptural, wise
or otherwise, the positions taken by the speakers were
taken and defended by them as individuals. The
Presbyterian Church çf Canada delegated no ove to
represent it, and is not responsible for what any one
said there. The Presbyterian Church of the United
States was not representcd in the strict sense of that
word. A minister in ither church niay or niay not
hold Pre-milleniatl views as he thinks proper. If a
number of ministers and others in both churches held
such views, there is no reason in the world why they
should not meet in Niagara or any other place and
discuss tbem. The meeting may have donc good ta
the majcrity of those who attended it, but we are
absolutely certain that few Biblical scholars wculd
endorse the exigetical use made of rnany passages of
the Scriptures by some of the speakers.

IN a recent work on " Extempore Speech,>" there is

a very interesting letter f rom the present Premier cf
England, giving his views on the best rnethod of pre-
paring speeches. After stating that the public men of
England are s0 much engrossed witb public affairs
that tbey have littie time to study oratory, the Premier
sys :

",Suppose, however, I was ta malte the attempt, I would
certainly have found niyself on a double basis, conipounided
as follows : First, of a wide and thorough general education,
whL>h I think gives a suppleness and readiness as well as
firrnness of tissue to the mind, flot easily to be had without
this form of discipline.. Second, of the habit of constant
and searcbing rtflection on the su) ject o1 any proposed dis-
course. Such reflection will naturally clothe itself in words,
and cf the phrases it supplies many will spontaneouely rise
ta the lips. I will flot say ihat no other forms of prepara.
tion can be useful, but I know little of themn, and it is on
those, beyond ali doubt, that I should advise the young
principally to rely."

According then te the first parliamentary orator cf the
world two things are essential to good speaking, "a
wide and thorough general education," and "«the habit
of constant and searching re flection"I on the subject
of disceurse. It strikes us that this would net be a

bad recipe for the makîng cf sermons. 0f course the
Homiletical professer nmust go much more inte details
than the Premier has donc ; but witbout these essen-

tials really good speeches or sermons are an Impossi-
bility._________

A religious journal on the other side cf the lines

throws some new ligbt on the discussion about the
alleged "lfamine cf ministers,» by declaring that there

is none. That statement certainly has the menit cf
striing the nerve of the question in very few words.

'Our contemporary asserts that the only "lfamine" is

à ack cf proper macbîiery in the Presbyterian, Rap.
ýt nd Congregatiena) Churches te bring unemployed

Pr, rs and vacant congregatiens together. There
ïq fpycy trutb in this view cf the matter. If these

n âkdmachinery that would put suitable minis-
.5 t ulpits, the famine would not be seni-

Ma19% o have ne "lfamine"I in Canada as yet,
cýy,,qr c e proper machinery bas been f el for

years an is a greater grievance new than at any
formr tie. robaly herenovr wa a eetig-A

a Supreme Court in any branch cf Uic United Church
at which the question cf bringirg I"probationers " inte
contact witb "lvacancies " was net discussed, and
apparently we are as far frcm a satisfactory solution
as ever. Our best mca have wrestled bravel>' with

the problem but in vain. Must we conclude that the
difficulty is inherent in the system, or shahl we continue

te hope that some man may yet ccme te thse front wbo

will devise a plan by wbicb suitable preachers wanting
settlements and congregations wanting pasters shahl

be brcugbt together in less time and at less expense
than at present.

IN a whining article, cornmending Il earnest, plain,
preacbing ta thse conscience," a ccntemporary puts
this conundrum : IlHow often dees Paul suppi>' the
text, and Plate or Shakespeare thse teacbing ?" Hcw

cf ten does Paul suppl>' the text ? Quite often. As a
source of supply Paul is good. How often de Plate

and Shakespeare supply the teaching ? Net very
etten. We bave attended cburch witb commendable
iregularîry for man>' years, but we have yet te hear

the first quotation from Plate. Probabl>' the clergy
around otir contemperary's beadquarîers arc deeply
read in Plate, but over here in Canada we don't think

thse besetîîng sin o! the profession is spendîng tee

mucb tîme pining over the pages o! thse great philo-
sopher. As regards Shakespeare, we don't tbink bie

supplies ver>' much raw matenial for sermons. If
preachers quoted from thse myriad-minded peet more

frî-quently, their sermons need be none thse less earnest

and plain, and tIse> would probably twuch thse con-
science more than they cîten do. Nexi. te tbe Bble

ne bock deals more powerfully with the conscience
than Shakespeare. A knowledge cf Shakespeare is

a good education in itself. Thse fact is, a certain class
of writters have get se much in thse habit of saying

cnmmonplace tbirgs about'*"plain, earnest » preaching
that they drivel away about sermons witbout knowing

what tIse> say. How man>' evangelical minîsters bave

f aîlcd because tse>' spent tee much tîme studyîng
Shakespeare?

RIGH PR,&àSURE.

M ODERN life is exposed te a searcbing Iigbt. No
event cf thse least censtquence can transpire

anywhere but thse civilized world brans cf it within

tweny-feur heurs. Crimes and follies that reveal thse
wickedness and weakness cf human nature arc re-

corded witbout thc sbadings that a kindi>' and chari-

table disposition would semetimes dictate. This pubs-

licity in mmv>' instances bas its advantages. It serves

as a warning and a deterrent. Oni>' when thse dis-

gusting and lcathsomne details cf debasing immoralît>'
are narratcd with the same minuteness with which

the stcry cf a boat race is told, is thse mor-al sense
sbocked. The day's record cf crime and immoralit>'
is dreadful and saddeninig enough te induce people te

believe that thse age is degenerating, net advancing.
It is net that thse reign cf evil is ex'endlng se much

as that its workiiig is laid bare te thc gaze cf ail. Thse
frequency cf suicide witbin thse hast fcw years bas

came te be a subject of remark. This bas stimulated

iiiquiry as ta its predisposing causes.- These are

varied. tjnquestionably one is the cager rush cf

modern life. We are fast approacbing thse state

cf tbings playfully pîctured by Thomas De Quincy.

People, lie said. ne longer walked, thcy rusbed with

feverish baste in their daily pursuits. The time

migbt soon come wben that gait would be tee slow.

Walking would be exchanged fer a trot, and by and

bye men would run about their business affairs as

people rush to a fine.
This is but a physical expression cf thse restless

spirit that drives men in business and social life. The

cager anxiety te amass wealth is devouring thse best
and neblest elements cf many a man. TIse demcn cf
fashion drives many victims with relentless energy te

a 1
1

week with a revolver. He was te ail appearance in
circumstances cf great cor fort and bappiness, and thse
cause that led him te commit suicide was involved in

obscurity. He was rich, happy in his home life, and
had attained te a position cf honour ard influence,
and yet existence seemed te him unefidurable. At al
events his lifeless bedy was found in bis room wlth a
bullet in bis brain. It was clear that the shot was
flred by bis own band. An explanation has been

suggested whicb may bc true or it may net.. It iS
said that he m as urged by the ambition cf bis family
te aspire te the place be se recently occupied. Before
be reached success many difficulties had te be over-
corne. It was only after toilsomne effort that tre

obtained bis much-eoveted diplomatic post. Thse

strain was toc great, and a brain disordered by labour
and anxiety led te thse commission cf the act that
caused bis deatb. A noble ambition may degenerate
into a merciless tyrant driving its victim te bis eoii

destruction. Science and cemmon-sense counsel thse
attainment of a sound mind in a sound body. St.
Paul said te an intending Ysuicide, "'Do thyscîf ne
harm." A Godfearing life, obedience te the laws cf
healtis, and loving our neigbbour as ourselves arc
excellent antidotes te the suicidai mania. An inordiii
ate ambition is one cf the cruelest taskmnasters eft tis

age.__________

"1KJLLIAG AO MURDER.»1

WA HEN James Carey, implicated in thse PIoenix
YVPark murder, was arrested and put on trial cr

bis participaçion in tbat cruel and dastardly crime, be

turned Queen's evidence. Hîs testimciny was used

for tbe conviction cf his fellow.conispirators. Had
bis evidence been unsupported, it is certain that the

jury would have failed te convict the accused. Se
many of the circumstantial details were verified by

independent testimony that ne doubt was entertained
that the real facts cf thse terrible tragedy einacted 011
the 6 h cf May, 1882, were at last revealed. HowevCir
servîceable te justice thse informer's tale may b., freuX

the moment it is uttered lie ceases te receive respect-
Popular sympatby bas ne place for thse approver.
Sometimes it wîll be lavished in most eccentric fashifl
on those who have been convicted cf revolting crimes,
but thse informer is by universal consent excluded
from tbe rarge cf buman pity. In Ireland at present
he is looked upon as tbe basest et aIl traitors. NO

wonder that many Fenian sympathizers regarded
Carey with the deepest hatred. He brought te thse
light cf day the existence and code cf the Invincibles.

Ail felt that, go where he might, be carried with huin
the brand of Cain. Revenge wculd fellow hlma te the

ends cf the eartb, and new the news bas corme that lbc
bas been kîlled by the assassin's bullet.

There is a class cf Irishmen who have net taken thse

slightest pains te cenceal their savage exultation St

the wretcbed informer's miserable fate. In the citY

cf Dublin on receipt cf the intelligence tbat Carey had

been shot, bonfires were kindled, bands paraded, and
riotoûs demonstratiefis cf delight were indulged l10

utîerly unwortby cf civilized bumanity. EbullitioO
like these perplex and bewilder the many friends tliSt

wish well te Ireland. Past wrongs in Irish legislatiOIs
have been freely admitted. Substantial measures foir

their redress have occupied a large share cf attentiOfl
in the Imperial Parliamnent. There is an evidIcO
desire te secure justice for tbe Irish people% Side

by side witb these, outrage and assassinatien 5 ifl

lawless terrorismn have done much te alienatC tlie

sympathies cf people wbo were disposed te glvc
favourable consideration te Irish grievances.

Thse relations of the political parties in the I 1 ited

States bave done the Irish movement little g00d'
Numerically Irishmen are a power in ArnericO'
politics. Botb parties vie witb each ether te secur t

Irish vote. Amnerican journals give a premnineIlce te

Irish opinions fan beyond their value te the people 5t

large. Jeurnalists cater more for Irisb sentimenrt thSIs
f or that cf -I..oth.r n.ioalty-Ti- d nfr 00


