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Wales, whicli office lie held until lust yeàt, -whenI
he mas chosen Lord Monck's suceessor, as Go-
veIàior General of the Douxinidn of Canàdâ.

It is stipposedl by màny, that Sir John Young
is the first wearer of the titie. This is not thre
case. The baronetcy lie inheriied flrom hie
isther, who earned it gallantly in the fleld, hi-
iiig served witli distinction ùu Inia. Sir Johin
sixccèdaé to the baroncey in 1848. Ilis Ex-

clenoy is niarrec, and it ie said tlat lier Lady-
sLip is -a h.tive of New Southi Wales.

Sir e6bn Îe a liandsoine, pleasing looking, and
verygeiltlemanly-appearing man. He is genial,
cheerftil, and happy in his manner, and has a
pleasant *ïy of spealcing that ie àdmired by ail.

Éeis siiýently dignified 'wVitlîout being cola
and distant; and is said to, le one of the most
social axiid àgreeable of men in Private life. A
correspondent speaking of huxu says .- IlC Sir
Jolm bea rs his sixty-tvo yeare weil, snd 's'allie
along Our enow-clad roads, *accomp.anl l'y thre
membere of bis staff, apparently reliehing our
crisp winter weather. In mariner, laie s genial
sna pleasant, being endcowedl -tith great bon-
hovimie, aud, I needl hardly add, is a favourite
with ail classes."ý-'éerp7&.

21COtJSTICS AND BUILDINGS.

31r. W. F. Barrett hma been deliverlng a. er.-
ture on this subjeot to, tire Royal Engineers at
the Bromptoù Barraclce, Chathamu, Englanci, ln
,which lie drew their attention to the value of a
curved over a fIat surface for the'refiéction of
sozind, amI the ioss of soundi ly rouiùg round
dÜe waila of a 'building-a phenomenan which
ceerr wheuo the sôund-waves meet thre iftlU ata
Teiy oilique, ingle. Hence, "Ijuet as 't' ±quite,
a clear line of w'ghit te ee a speàkeir wel,ï soi wo
réquiro a clear linà o! sound ta hear a ipêâk6er
-wlL Àrchitects have eought ta obtain thie bl
a proper arrangémout of sae in a building.
PerhkpËs one of thre most successful forinh that
lmu y.t been adopted ls.that l'y whlch, tire seats
ixË 'beiding are not rranged ina perfeftly
ituig:t luùe, gradually rieing upwards, bui ini a
camarved i Tha curved àrrangement h. I

Waiý hed plrovd iu--.emful in 'buildings virere
it&b terxie.

The ieottrfe rmferred to the iffereuce often
i.ei ncd lmrones of thre saine size and pro-

poÉtionâ, in one of -which thre speakers can be
heard, trnd in tire other net, and askcd, IlWhate
thien, ie the cause of the clifference 1"7 Sixnply
that thre building wbicb. i3 most perfect for hear-
in- in lias more 'wood lining in its interior than
thre other. Some of thre moat perfect roores iu
acoustice are aiinost entirely lined wNith wood,
andi others, built to imitate those, but without
thre wood linings, have failed airnost altogether.
The theatres of the 'P -,nans 'were notable for
their good acoustic effects, aud they -were al-
most uniformly constructcd o! wood lu the in-
terior. " Wlat, now, is the action of tire wood?
LtÎi. to.reinforýce, by its owr Vib) 'ilioli, th'e sourvi
of the speaker's i>oice. M'hen the st-ring of au
instrument is causèd te vibrato l'y :its orru mo-
tion, it eau stir but a very email portion o! air;-
but rvhen this string ie associated with a surface
o! Wood, it tbrowe that wood into -vibration, and
tinte creates a v.ibratory area o! much larger
surface, 'which produces a corrcsponcUnglygreat-
er dilsturbance of the a.-ir. In a piano, or harp,
or violin, 'we do not hear thre sound of thre strings
o! a#y o! theiae instruments, but we hear thre
s3ound of thre wood te 'which those strings are
attac'hed.> Some strlking illustrations off thre
correctuese of this. theory -were given by t'he
lecturer.

By some simple experimnte with thre aid o! a
musical box, thre lecturer aise showed, the 'ýa1uû
of different materials as regards this reinforce-
ment of souud, wood taicing thre liret place, eilate
next, tile neit, and then broken plaster from,
a wal, whlch last gave practicaily ne reiriforce-ý
ment of thre sound. Thre 1eciurer aise knztancéd
thie -toom iu which lie-xi-as then opm3sking, as
iginaibing Maost imperfectfor auditorypr-,

poses, snd raost paiuful te speain l. -Am alter-
tion 'sàts niàde, audl side Piece.9, forméd of wood,
were erected behmnd thre speàkelr, àLnd withihx
these side pieces air-chmrubers, thus strengtlreu-
ing the i'ei(orcemueut aud rendering speaicing
ivithin the roora perfectly eas ixnp]y froin tie
EaWt thit everything said le taiccu up, and reiu-

to15Ôec l'y thre vibrat-ion o! the screens behind
thre speaker.

The reiforcement o! thre voice o! thre speaker
Eroni another mause 'sas theni dwelt «apon, a ne,-
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