
ROUGE ET NOIR.

contentment steahing ovcr me, evcrything seemed as peacc-
fui and beautiful as itf must have been bcforc the whitc-
man ever drovc his red brother -out and dycd tîtese his
with biood, for i this vicinity were foughit rny bloody
Indian battl"s. \Vc reachied Matkins which is nt the
foot of the lake, about evening, and hiaving sccured
a good t..ght's rcst at thc Glen Mousitain Flouse
set out iii the marning to explore thc beauties af the
glen. It cansists of a.1 number of glens or sections,
rising anc above another aîwd forming a scries of racky
arcades and galleries, at times widenaig out into vast
ampititheatres, and presenits a beautiful combination of
glcn, mounitain, lakc and vallcy. The length of tht glen
is thrcc miles, and the ascent is about eighit hundrcd feet.
A stream of watcr comncs tossing doiwn fro'n thc summit
ta tce lake, and along thc zlhannel of this stream %ve
ivalked or crawlcd as nccssity rcqui-ed.

It wauld be an ungrateful task, for me to attempt to
portray the beautirs of this romantic rpot, ilowhice have 1
scen such naturai scecery, atnd Sa fascinated %vas 1 wvith
thc -;pot that 1 then and thcrc rcgistercd a voiv that whecn
clients % %:re numeraus and 1 should be in a position to
lcad my fair one ta tht altar, hither should 1 corne to
spend niy honcymoon.

After a cliinb of several hours ive reached thc summnit
which is calicd Table Ilountain, and here, in ail its glory,
the vicwiv as stretchcd out before us.

Eight hiundrcd fcet bclow us lay the village of W7atkins,
to thc north, as far as the eye could reach, stretched the
lake with thc his in the background, and licrc and there
a farm house, the whole prcsentîng to the ce a mna,-nifi-
cent and fascinating picture. Rciuctantly %ve retraced our
steps, and by night wec oncc more spceding toiwards home
vin LÇiagara Falls, and fecling more satisfied wvith rny
summier trip than I eve.r remembcr bcing belore.
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THE TEMPERANCE QUESTION.

lIoi xiidely discussed is this question of to-day. It
fils severai columns of our daily netwspaipers, and the test
bcar traces of its influencc; tht weeklies kccp a, spcial
corner for it, and its owvn shcets tre a legion in numbcr.
It is a, ncw lever lately wrought, for thc hiandle of which
politicianswiili shortly bc squabbling. The %vritcr con-

* scqucntly feels sorte diffidence in attemipting to say any-
thing on the question ilelf. but on tc vicivs of ils
supporters, the prohibitionists, hie %vould rnakc a C%
zeMarks.

Ta sa;- of a man that lie drinks, is, ini the cycs of sorte
* good folk, suiicient ta ciassify him as ai worthless ouicast;

by this c\prctssion thcy do not ncccssarily undcrstand him
ta bc -in habituai drunkard, for hotwcvcr modcratc hie inay
bc in hL-, polatiors, the tact or bis ta*xing liquor suffices to
starnp him in their estimation is a danfterous charactcr,

tenderae mat, fer butan pottied ro r th h drun eni t, ei
aenet manc îvhoser buan llutled Forn thte thuen t the
latter being, in thecir consideration, mecly a more developed
case of tixe former: bath, tht>' sceni ta belicec are on thecir
way ta ruin, oîîly anc is in advance of the otîter in tlicir
march ta destruction. Abstinence, flot templerance, is
their virtue, indecd tempeaace in tlieir eyes appears as
vice moderated. The decision thus F.-.scntcd by titis
opinioL, ge,,neralized, wvould contcnd that iii the case of
luxuries îvhich mighit be abused, not lie who used ivitît
moderatioti, nor hoe who used iii excess, but lie îî'lo made
no use was acting aniglit, tins immcdiately inferning fa
the lu\ury in question %vas an unnmixeci Ml. Suci is their
extreme position ; brouglît on, no doubt, by the terribie
social evils of drunkcnîiess, but maintaincd by the irait
bantds af :lteir fanaticismn.

hI anc af tieir principal publications appcared a story
of a certain labourer wha, accarding ta lus custom, took a
single glass of beer îvhiciî matie him so sleepy, it bcing a
warm day, that on luis wvay home lie laid clownî ana railîvay
track (comiortable spot) ta doze, and narrowly escaped
death from a passing train. This paper did ixot wish ta
prove that tbe man %vas drunken, but that it ivas a foliy
-ind a vice; ta take bccr at al; lîowever, the imprabability
af thc taie Ieaves it no force as an argument, and thraws
discredit cni the cause by the evident attempt ta stretch
the truth. The extreme viciws t-iken by many prohibi-
tianists aire wvell illustrated by a motta which the ivriter
obtervedi in the house of a very worthy couple. It rep:-
scntcd a vase, containing some aval.shapcd things, round
t:.,: ..ase of wvhiclî coiled a serpent, îvhile over it cncircled
tht ivords "touch flot, ta-ete not, handle flot," the observer
ivas puzzlcd for a monient whiat Ia make of it, until sud-
deniy it dawned on hirn that the contents of the v'ase wcrc
intended for grapes, flot eggs, and that tho warning thus
distantiy conveycd wvas anc advising total abstinence.
The good womnan of the bouse hiad cvident! y followcd out
the precept, nat regarding Solomon's words on tht subjcct
af ivine which maýketh giad the hecart of mnan and ail ta
mzak-e hii a. chccrful countenance, for hier face -%ore a
rallher saur expression.

Some af the effccts wvhich this course af conduct has
produccd are very much ta bc regrcttcd. Seeking support
fram the Scripture for thicir narrowed vicvs, thcy have
twisted some texts and have pcrverted othcrs cntirely, thus
instcad of folawing the tcacings af Scripture, they have
endc.avoured ta mnakr S-.nipture followv themi. In nvoiding
cxccss they bave turned to asceticdsm, not undcrs.tanding
that virtue is a middle course betîveen two opposing iuts;
for tht dangers of cxcess have givcn thcm a panic in whh
many of thtm ippeair ta bave forgottcn tviat constitutes
tht truc moral coursc of action. Ccitainly tbcrc is no
harm in volunlawy abstinence. tnd in certain cases it m.ty
bc zdvisabic, but tîte danger lies in attcmpting ta, cnforce
it on others, and, wvhiit cndcavouring ta prove theirs ta bc
tht soit moral pcsition to bc taken on the subjcct., in
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