
0f %vrctchied dcath, suchi as mcen travcllcd tell
To crcvs;tdvcntutrous it oft bcfl-
I{ov bcing bccalmed, gatunt famine slcw thcmn ail,
Lcaving- thcir %vreck to wander and appal
\Vhose path it crosscd-driv'n at the tempcsts will,
An awvful crring tomb-all v'oicc1ss-still.

Yct never hope within thecir captain died-
1-le stili believed, and gaunt and eager-cycd
With bis long %vatchings, oft %vould climb the înast
And gav.,-beingl certain of success at last,
And JOY .1 one da), lie saw upon the wavcs
Frcsh sea-%vcd-freslh froin %at'ry caves
0f some necar shore! and then in ividc-wingcd fliglit,
The sea birds gleaming- in the sunny ligbit,
And hov'ring lighitly o'er the plunging blue;
Ail signs that quickly to sorne land thecy drcxv.
'Tiwas rcachicd at Iength ; the glorious cross they

The rear;li erst had inurînurcd now in f car
TIreniblingly oxvniicdthecir fanît. His endw~as gaincd,
His triumph wvrougbit-licnccforu~ard to bc famcd
As lixe who first Spain's banner hiad unfurlcd
Ocer the broad empire of a new-founld world.

R. T. iciC0.

LAZINESS.

Tlicrc is no accusation oftcncr lecelled against people
than this of lazincss-nonc so often unjustly. It is one
of those taunts that rouses a mati as effectually to give
utterance to an indignant protcst as the chargi-; of being
asleep in the day time arouses a %vomanl. It ;q from the
fair sex too that the charge gcnerally enicnaz2s. Is a
man utNwilling to bc made a social slave, to bcecx-
hibited as a captive in the train of his lady fricnds, his
disinclinai.ion is put down %vitlî a prompt generalizatiox
charactcristic of the female mind-to lazincss. It mnat-
ters not thiat lic may perchance prefer the chains of study
the quiet rcadingy of somnc new% book to being s;ocially
victimizcd: thc fact of lus unwilliingncss stamps imi as
lazy. A woman scemfs quite unable to comprchiend that
a large portion of the wvorld's work is donc by mcei wbo
use no active exertion ; with thci there is no vitz mcdia,'
if otie be not actively cngagcd in sornc occupation iii-
volving the use of onies limbs, the chances arc that idle-
ness is prompt]) laid to onc's charge. Wonicn, them-
selves, have, as a rule, but littlc of tic quality of repose.
Thecir peculiar, nervous organization sccms to prcclude
their eîîjoying the lu\ury of thoughlt utilcss tlcy Ila-ve
somne matinal occupation. licncc tlîe invention of the
purcly mechanical dcviccs, sucbi as knittine, &c., which
-yive ilie semblaucr of an occupation without the labour
of thouglit-Icaves the mind frc to wander. The
înajority of woîncn can sec littie distinction betwccen Sir
Isaac New.on sitting in motionlcss abstraction, ponder-
ing on thc mysteries of the universe,- and the ploughboy
basking iii the sunl in pure animal cnjoynicnt, and that
this is not a totally unfoundcd charge is I think provcd
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by, the storyof the reputation for gencral idleîîcss acquircd
by James Watt iii bis hmînily circle throîîgb bis inusings
over the possible titilization of thc powecr of steamn. H-ow
recent is the period withiu %wbich the artistc professionis
wcerc scortied and contenc(le b> tlîe Philistines and
classified under the general st ignua of idlencss %vith, in
imany instances, the suspicion of vice addcd. It rcquircd
no sm-all courage iii those days for a mfan %% lo felt ivitin
him the divine afflatus to give utterance to bis
dhouglits, or to re-produce nature iii ail lier beaut>'. For-
tunately those days Mieni the nxaine of autlior or artist
%vas alrnost synonyrnous ivitlî vagabon1 have î>asscd.
neyer, cvciî ii thc lialtiiiest (lays of tlîe quceei of the
Adriatic haý-c art and literature reccived more hionor and
emnolumnent titan the), do niow, but 1 %vill venture to say
that if the inmiiost licarts of a large tîuniber of thc soli(lly
respectable clabs of Britishî typified by D)ickens in tlic
character of Podsnlap, styled gcnerally b>? people of
culture Philistines, %%crc explorcd, the feeling that authors
and artists ahike wcerc disciples of idlcncss wvould be
found firimly rootcd. Thus far 1 have spoken of the
misconrcptionis of idllenicss, but let tis suppose tlîat the
charge is truc, and sav, niadam, have you never becard the
I)rovcrb that the bow ever bent soon loses its clasticity ?
Whcin you sec a mani (1 spccify mnan paticulatrly because
1 don't believe a wvoman %vas ever scen totaily unoccu-
pied) sitting calinly, pipe in inouth, %vatclîing the blue
%vrcaths of smnoke as thec, curl upwards, (locs it not strike
you that perhaps bis thouglits, idle as ilhcy arc, ina>' bc
tingcd %% ith thc rainbow hues of somnc bc.autiful idea ; an
.deza that nîay? row inIi is braiti tili it beconies a creature
of bis own creation, anid is enbalnxcd in verse or re-
produced in ail the tints of hecaveti. -ow ]lave ail the
great pictures of the %v'orld been producecd, hows and by

\vhonx ? By mnen uw'lo allowvcd no external cares to worry
tlîcm, and ulho in mixditaticn and htudy claburatcd thecir
gTrand ideas. Fra Angelico of world-widle rcniowil, for
the exquisitc purity of bis conceptions, spent days ix
mecditation and prayer before undccrta-kiin a picture,
and on a lo\vcr plan the idle thoughlts andl imaginations
of Isaak, Walton bave clîarmncd thîousands. If Charles
Laiib had nut beeni of the lazy tcmpilcîîenlit uc should
neyecr bave liad the Essays of lilia, witil ail tlheir tenider
p)athos and syînpathY. 0f course this drcainincss and
abstraction of thoughit mxay bc carried to exccss, and the
resuit is generally a tcndcnc), to run into subtIe meta-
î)lysical ditscussion as Dec Quiniccy did, andI tic mnodcrnl
Germnan docs - iixetaptiysics bcing tlic geîicral resuilts of
<nucli conxbiiicd nctapliysics and talk.

It is to bc rcg'rettcd tîxat miomi, so far as 1 kxow, lias
writtcn of the ixicasutres of idlcniess. Thonîson, in Ixis
Castic of Indolence, indulges iii noralizing- aitent the
evils of idlcîîcss ; yct what more cnclianting thian tixe
description of life iii the castle:

licre frccom rcigns witlîout the Icast nfloy.
Nor gossips tale nor ancicnt rnicsgali.

Nor saintiy spleen durst murmur at our joy,
And lit-h envenomel tonuis our îicwrcr paît z

For -.%hy ? Therc %va% hbt onc grent rtale for ail,
To wit titt cach stiotiid wvnrk, lus own dcsirc.

And cat, driaik. stiuly. steep. ais it May fil],
or mclt tic timc in love or wac <ie lyre

Anil carol, whai. unbid. thc muntses inight (lcsirc.

There, ),ou sec, is tic perfection of existence, the old


