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field. 1 wondered ut first wvhat couid have placod thiem there,
but presently noticedl a nuinher of red squirreis ruingii( very
swiftly along the fence, and perceived that. they emptied thieir
mouthis of a quantity of the new vhieat, wvhicli they liad been
diiigently ernpioyed iii coilecting froin the cars thiat iay scattered
on the grouuid. Thtese little gleatiers did not seem to he at ail
alarined at rny presence, but wvent to and f ro as busy as bees.
On takinig sonie of the grains iii ry hand, 1 noticed, that tho

g(ermi or eye of the kernel wvas bitte,î dean out-"
what wvas that for, nurse, can you tell me,'
31v dear youngy lady, 1 did nlot knlow at first, tili, on1

sheicingi it to my father, lie toid me that the squirreis destroyed
the germ. of the grain, sui:h as wiîeat andi intime corn, that they
stored up for 'vinter use, that it iiglit flot sprout wlicn buried
iii the ground, or in the lioiloiv trce."

Ci Th'is is very strange, nurse," saiti the littie girl. "But, I

sUppose,ýý sise added, aller a moment's thoughlt, " it 'as Goti
wlio tauglit the squirrels te do so. But whîy would biting out

the eye prevenit the grain from groviag ?"

IBecause the cye or- bti coutains the life of the plant.; from
it springs the greni blade, andi the stem that i)parsI the car,
andi the root that strikies.down inito the earth. Tlhe floury part,
vehiciî swells, andi hecomes soft andi jelly-like, serves to nourish
the young plant titi tho tender fibres ofthde roots arc able to

draw moisture frorn the grounti."
Lady Mâary askied if ail secds hati au eve or rgrm ?
lier nurse repliet, thaLt ail hati, tiiougih sorne werc se

minute that they looketi no bigger than dise, or a grain of
sauda ; yet each ~vsperffect ini its kinti, andi contaille-di te plant

that wvould, wvieiî somen in the earth, brin- forth roots andi
icaves, and hutis and flovers, andi fruits in dlue sr.asnn.

IcHowý glazi 1 shouiti have been te sec the little squirrels

gicaningr the wlihcat, andi Iayilm it iii thie lifle heaps on ilie rail

fence. Why didtiley no! carry il ai once te their iiesîs V"

TIlhev !aid iL out in the, sun anti] %ind to ilry, for if it hiadi
Ibecux storet i way %vhd'e tiamp, iL wvoul have atouldeti anti Ien
spoiled. The, squirrels wcre lusy :ail thiat day. WVhen 1 weist

acrain to sec them, thc- grain was gene. I saw severai reti

squirrcis running up andi downi a large pine trec, wvh icli hati


