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army. his heart innedintely goes out
in pity and compassion for his way-
ward son.  He begins to tremble for
Absalom lest the stern sons of Zer-
niah should mete out to the young
man that punishent which he so
richly deserved. and in an agony of
fear the futher eries out. in the words
of our text. = Is the young man
Absalam sate™ ¥

In taking these words for my text
it is not my intention to deal with
them further in their textual con-
nection, but witl endeavor, in a very
practical manner. to apply the gues-
tion of the text to different phases
of the lives of the young men who
are in this chureh to-night.

In studying the life of a young
man of to-day there are many things
regarding which we may enguire = Is
the voung wan safe”

We will enquire.

L. Is the yonng man safe as far as
w successful worldly career is con-
cerned ¥ Is his suecess asa business
man. or as a  professional man,

or as a mechanice. ete.. assured ?
From the standpoint of the wan
of the world is the young man
going to make a sueeess of life ¥
Now. while 1 do not by any means

say that this is the most important

subject for a young man to consider
i starting life. still undoubtedly it
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should be one for very serious medi-
tation. When a youth hus emerged
fron boyhood, and his mind has un-
trammelled itself from the credulity
of childhoad. one of the first ques-
tions thut should cluim his serious
consideration should be : how am 1
going to make my way in the world ?
And the sooner he faces this ques-
The
souner any young man wmakes up
battle of
Iife is before him and has got to be
fought by himself the better for all
concerned.

Now. one of the first questions to

tion the better for himself.

his mind that the stern

be considered along this line is. for
what busiess. profession or trade
am [ best adapted ¥ For what par-
ticular sphere in life has nature
aiven me the best qualitications 7 1
believe there is not a young man
God

not given abhilities that will shine

here to-night to whom s
in some particular sphere hetter than
in any other and in that place. and
in that alone will he accomplish the
areatest success of which he is capa-
ble. So many young men simply
drift into some sphere of life for
which they have no ability. and con-
sequently their lives are comparative
fatlures. So often we hear the sad
refrain- ** What 1 might have been.”
The majority of voung men to-day




