
2 Predibyterian C'ollege toumnil.

1. 6tm ive l'e certaini that we ave burn of God.-It scems
late in the day to raise suchi a question; and the reading
of the t.ext oughit to be a sufficient answer; but there are
among us professedly good mnen who speak of assurance as pre-
sumption, and think that uncertainty is ai that eau. be looked for
here. N,\ow Johin was very docitied about his own salvation and
that of blis corresponîlents. le kaivi it. As no îîîember of this con-
gregation would iesitate. to say,"- I amn a Protestnit," so John dloes flot
hiesitate to, saýv. " 1 arn of Goâ." And so you liird (iod's people in
ail ages. Abel and Enoehi, Noah and Abrahîam, Moses and Job had
testiinuny that tbey pleased God. Here buw confidently David
speaks. His usual strain is,-" The Lord is my Siiephierd ;" "« I arnA
tliv servant ;" "o 0 od, Vhou art my God :" - Thou forgavest the
iiniquity of îny sin." Even ini his iiiost peniUtential psalms, wvhile Iiis

cuî mna aLQf 1 iinterrupted and his joy grone, lie manifest-, no
Inusgîvîîî«s a] out bis saztmatwmm. Aiîd wliai. does ;Piul siy ? " \Vhose-
1 ain zamd wlioin I serve :" or again " I know vvhoin I have beicved
and thiat lie is abîle tW keep that Nyhich 1 have eomnmniitted to hlm."
And st) it is withi tvens of thiousands of Clotls people bio-da-y; they
kcnow titat thty lire tef God, andl thvir friends kuow it too. There

ar anîn Yuu aczitamîices men iiiid w<'mnien of wvhose piety you

have iio douht. Now w-hile 1V is truc that we iiiay bie certain about
cnîr u)wn SaIlvatimI ami ablout thalt tif soille üthers alIso yet we ned
to notice two tliiigsz:

First, that sommue Ipri FeAqsrs< have a tz.'aissuathyfe
conidenlvit Ilhat thetv air* oî (oil whien thlt-V are n10t. Sommîtines yon
wilit nîet a milr wvlu is verv luud in lus lifitsins1 talks mxueli
abo)ut hlis Confversioni aTmd le-tvy 19119 lit eVeiy irni-tiflg annoCunC-sý
hlînist-lf as Saved - NvIluî' lmîs vvery ;Tou-I man whi-) hears, hiim
kn'îws that. ha- is saviing what is not trima-. TI'iere are olatrusive
=ame like-t that: 1tthc-re mmmv lie inanv a seîf-ileceiver of a hmort-

retiring 1li-spo.)itin. Hz.. Nvi>,7.l think itpcun tiu t: Xy that lie
is a chilil tif (md.il vî-t vn eain ind iiut tl'at lit- believeý lie is on hi..
Nvlv t4) Ilaven, ai wolidi rt-sent statemeints toI- the' Coitrary; whe
(bid knlows that lie~ ton is a ol-hcie.Ohi it is a szd thing ffur
a maan bii bit thus deiuI. Lt us liewart- of a false aissurance, a,
faise hiope. Rueniher the live fix-lissh virgins. They expected tc'
enjn-y the' feast. and tVo ouitwvard ap)pearaiict-s tht-y were as likely to ilo
so as the wc.But tflaey biaxl n oil in tht-ltv-'r s anmd their lampls
weiit o'ut, and tlig- door wiLs shutt upou thein forever, anil the answr


