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SECULAR AND SENSATIONAL PREACHLNG.
Rim. PROF. ROSS, B.D.

It seenis as if wve were living in an age whici bias an eager
desire for sensations. Perhiaps in this repect, however, it Uliff-
ers but littie froin every other time, for the children of mien
have always desired to have thieir pulses stirred by soinething
out of the usual. Existence on co~mon davs is, for th-le miost
of mien, a lIuni-drumi affair; and, just as there is a craving ïor
seine foriii of entertainmient alter th1e breadwvinning routine of
thie day is over, s0 there is a w~idesr.-cad desire t0 break up the
monotony of life by nenTs oif a sfartling character, fiction of a
piquant, hiigli colored type or gossip of a spicy fiavor. The
n -- clist fcels tbis craving of thc timie and often scasons Ibis
productions t00 higly for mioral biealthi. The ncevspaper
reporter understands it well and wheni the teltgraphie dis-
patchies are nieagre and tamie lie draws on Ibis-,iniventive grenins
to furnish the niecessary number of sensational hecadiues whichi
w~ill keep bis paper -abreast iii the niad race to please men by
exciting theni. The retractation bas to be publishied iu sniall
type in somne obscure corner a few days afterwards, but ilie
lie bias accomplishied ils mission. he jaded pulses of listless
readers ivere stirred for the moment and: thicy care nothin-g
about the mnalter nowv.

It -%vas inevitable that this state of tlings.< shul afctli

pulpit sooner or Iater. Sonie communities lu the United
States think that it is thec correct thing to support a iniister,
enl] they do not wvant Iiimi to deal withi thir social sins or their
financial shortcomnings, but to, apea tlieir estlhctic. senti-
miental or biuniorous faculties. And if le )ýstrongly temipted

to, 1iold blis place ini thecir fa-,vor lie knows oilly too well whiat is
expected of hlmii. Anionz-, ourselves the Cliurchi is atracting
to lier services a large numiiber -Df people wl'ho hiavc no rea-l love
for the Satviour or desire to serve Hlm.i but wlbo wish. to, obtain

ccrtain social or business -,idva:.-ig.is whichi thecv think theiir
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