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OR centuries past a
famious institution
has exerted an un-
miense influence on
the literature oi

* France. Established
.~ with the vicwv of mak-

ing of letters a last-
ing national monument, the Frencli Aca-
deîwy bas gloriously achieved its purpose.
When the society wvas fotinded, the nation
hiad already j>roduced several remiarkable
authors. Rabelais and Moniaigne iii
prose, Miavot, Rousard and Régnier in
poetry, had displayed a witty and sparkling
style. However they hiad that partîcular
disadvan rage of wvriting in a lan.gu-age that
was yet in its period of formation. A
standard authority was ticeded to give it
the finishing touch. 'l'len arose the
.Academiy wh ich, remioving the literary
barrier, %vas the î'anguard of that w~onder-
fui Augustan-age ariy -that wvas to cast
such immrortal spieridour on the reign of
Louis XIV.

It îs interesting to see how the Com-
pany ori,,iinared. Already in the rnost
brîlliant salon%, French litteratetîrs hadl
discussed the existing evil. The Hotel de
Ramibouiilet, had seen gathered in it the
Mnost illustious men and women of the
seventeenth century. Rousard and.Maiher-
be had each been the hearl of a school de-
voted to the sam-e cause. But thewtskw~as
too arduotis and too long to be flnished by
these single efforts. Lt was reserved to
the Academiy to become the authority by
which ail difficulties concerning language
were hencelorth to be settled. When
Richelieu, that enterprising politican,
heard that a literary club had been founded
by Conrart and his friends, he asked if
these persons would not assemble
regularly and under a 1'<public authority."

Lt 'vas evidently flot an instittînio-i of
short duration that the Cardinal %wished
to establish, nor an elegant salon where
letters are not at homne. The state %vas
to recognise it as a newv order in the
kingdlom. The ofler wvas accepted, the
sociery took the namie of "l'Acadéaiie
Francaise " and Richelieu %vas appointed
protector. The patent letters were received
early in 1635.

Thus that penetrating genius, perceiving
that: the intellectual grandeur of France
w~as about Éo take gigantic strides, came
to its assistanee and led it in the path
of fame. If in ail bis actions the domineer-
îng spirit ivas seen, yet Richelieu liad-
a patriotic instinct of what tended to
his country's glory. The founding of
the Acadeniy would have been of îtself
sufficient to immiortalize him. And the
Cardinal's hopes have been realized. Two
centuries and a haif have consecrated the
Academy in the respect and admiration of
the world. Lt would be too long to give*ever i s abridged history ; in fact it is that
of French literature. Let it suffice to,
point out the changes which thiý illus-
trious company liad to, undergo After the
death of Richelieu, the protertors were
successively Ségnier, Louis XIV., Louis
XV., and Louis XVI. Tbe revolution,
wvhich then broke out, showed 110 more
regard for literature, than it had done for
the king and for religion. The Academy,
suspected of iostering nionarchical ideas,
and accuscd of constituting an intellectual
aristocracy, wvas suppressed iii 1793, by
order of the Convention. TIwo years
later, however, the 1'Institut national"
wvas founded, ivhich, inicoriporating. the
Acadfemy, gave also a part to arts and
science. Vet such wvas the enmity lield
towards everything of Bourbon origin, that
the acaderny ivas not alloved to tike its


