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havinig ail a human being's experience of sin, its t.emptations, trials, and
£orrws; ha-ving the consciousness of weakness in Loi-seif, teaching lier
how lîar<l it isi fot to, sin, which wouId neoessar-ily niake lier compassion-
ate towvards% others. We ail know how step by step bbli is beeii raisedt
froin tliat position of p)articipation in human sin and sorrow to an exemp-
tion fri the human lot and an elevation aliove ail litunian frailty. We
cti tram- chis graduai ascent ia the pictures of lier whieh. exist in the
Roeaui Catlholk- Churcli from the earliest tixnes, representing lier firat as
alone; theni witlî the infaînt Saviour ini ber arms; then wvitl Christ crown-
iiig lier; then as kneeling before hilm; then sitting a littie iower thai
He; then on a level with Rira. And now there is a tendency te, place
lier above Hlm; for throughout Cliristendom there are far more churches
dedicaued to Mary than to lier divine Son. In the Eternal City it la not
tht, ont God of Jews and Christians who is worshipped; it is not He
wlîomf Christians believe to be Ood biessed forever, incarnate liu the flesli
of mîan. «Cd the Father is aimost unknown, ani Cod the~ Son lias ceased
to Le aiu Ol.ject of adoration. The former iu represented in the pictures
in the chiîuclîes as an old man, and the Saviour is uuiforîuily exhibited
as n littie child; and both are made subservient to the glorification of
the Virgiin Mary, who is ciotlied -with the incommunicable attributes cf
the Guiodead itself. But this last inonstrous development of M.ýariolatry
wiil, ini the end, defeat the very pîîrpose for which. it exist. J3y Ulaking
the doctrine of the imniaculate conception of the Virgin an essential ar-
ticle of the Rtomieli creed, and thus paying Divine honours te ber, she is
reinovedl furtlier fr-om the sympathies of mien, and the attraction of lier
itercesýsioni will uitimately be weakened. What made bier worship so

alliriiug was the mistaken idea that just because she ivas a tender, huma»
beiiîg-a loving, sainted mother-having the knowledge of sin, she would
be less severe t.owards the frailties of men. But this chariii site wvil lose
by lie-r dcilication. The samne process of moral deterioration will take
place in the ininds of lier votaries regarding ber whIich. took place in the
riiiiîdsý of the worshippers first of the Father aud then of the Son. She,
toc, n the end will ceui to be regnrded ns a stern and implacable judge,
liaviing no symnpathy witli men because she is herself withdr-awni froim tlie
possibility of their frailties; and the conliding trustfiness wvitl which.
praytir are iiow offered te lier wii Le altogether uiknown. Inideed the
chanige litas aliready tzaken. place, and the supposed miother of the Virgin,
called St. Anne, la now invoked te entreat hier daugliter te ask lier Son
to lie propitious te tbe suppliant. WVhere is te Le the, end of such niedi-
atorshii May not the Virgin's grandnother be aiso brougý;ht in? A.nd
if te Virgii is te Le iegarded as conoeived witliout si», must net lier
niotler aidso-and se on-back te Adan% ý--a»d tlxus the doctrine of the
f"~ andi of original sin be done away with altogether, ami withi it the

st.îîdîîggrondand necessity of the Churcli! 1-low simple ami satisfac-
tory thie truth itself wbich is titus se shockingly per-verted! "lFor we
bave iiot aiih ii priest whicli cannot Le teuelied with the feeling cf
oui- iîîtiriiuities; but was in ail po)ints temptedl as %ve are, yet witliout sin.
Let ust therefore cerne boidiy unto the throne of -race, that we niay eh-
tain muiercy, and find graeS te hieip in time of need'ý-eu. D-r. Ii-u9 h
Zlfacti1ia)l.


