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ON THE DISPOSAL OF "NIGHT SOIL" IN CITIES AND TOWNS.

T E difficulties experienced by Toronto
in respect to a place for the deposit
of the'" night soil " of the city in-

duces us to mitake a few remarks on this
subject wlich may be of benefit to niany
cities and towns as well as to the
people who live in the neighborhood of the
locality in which such soil is deposited.
The reports ftrom sewage farmus, in which
the sewage is disposed of in a fresh state,
all go to show that no increase whîatever
in the sickness or mortality rates had ever
talken place in the neigliboriood from sucli
application of sewage. Fernienting, pitre-
fying excreta is very different fron fresh
sevage, yet, with proper management it
may be disposed of in the soil without any
risk to the health of the neighboring resi-
dents. So long as it is not allowed to be-
cone dry and its particles are not in any
degree diffusable by wind or air currents
before being mingled with the soil, there
is no danger froni atmospheric infection,
but care must be taken that no well or
other water supply is near enough, or so
situated, as to become infected by it. All
that deposited during the warmi weatler
slould be iniunediately well and comnpletely
covered with a layer of earth, and any
that is deposited during the winter must

receive careful attention early in the spring.
The great point is. and the invariable rule
shliould be, to bury the excrement in, and
mingle it with, the soil as soon as possible
after it- lias been carted to its destination.
The value of freslh lime and dry earth iii
dealing with ferienting organic niatteis
of this kind was vell illustrated at the
last meeting of the Society of Medical
Officers of Health, of England, by Dr.
Sykes, wIho narrated his experience of the
immense value of these substances in the
removal of 2,000 bodies and 4,000 tons of
the most horribly offensive eartlh froi St.
James's Ciurchyard, in the parish of St.
.Pancras, to the extra-mural cenictery. As
the grounid was opened quickiime was
tirovni in, and the stench at once ceased.
The coffins were placed in wooden cases
with lime, and at first ime uas spread
over the loads of earth ; but conplaintn
being made by the residents in the streetb
througlh u% hicl the carts, passed, lie substi-
tuted clean earth, wlien no more coni-
plaints were raised. The graveyard hatd
been closed for twenty years, and tite
condition of the bodies was au\ ful," indeed.
w ithout the lime it was said the operation
would have been impossible.

ON GARBAGE DISPOSAL-SUGGESTIVE.

EARLY all laige cities experiencedifficulty in disposing of thieir
coarse garbage-houselhold or kit-

chen refuse, chiefly ashes, dead animaIls,
&c. No cremîatory lias yet been discover-
ed whicl can be worked wvith iuch satis-
faction : althougli doubtless by complete
combustion in a supel heated fuinace
wouihl be the best mianner of disposaIl.
Toronto is iow. being put to great incon-
venience for w ant of somte satisfactory
mieans of preventing lier gui bage fro:u be-
coming a nuisaince and kno% s niot %h lat to
do witli hier refuse. We would suggest a
low piece of ground % ith plenty of fresht
lime and fresht earth, the dr% er the better.

Ashtes, of course, never gives rise to a
nuisance, except by being unsiglitly when
in the wronîg place. If all orzanic refuse
-kitelen waste, dead animals and the like.
were m ell covered at once wlen deposited
vith quick lme or dry earth, they could
not give rise to a nuisance anywhiere, anti
a smtall acreage of lov ground would tal
witlh aîd t aîtage a great deal of sucli mat-
ter. If properly deposited, i.c., covered or
mingled n itht abundance of ltmie and eart h.
there dous iot appear to be any reawnîî

why suich ground miight not be built uponii
after many years ;althiu.;h it would be
better to re.ser % e suclh places for p arks ot
iacant plaes, uhen well cot re.
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