
TWO PU'RSE-COMPANIONS.

there was soinethingr terrible in liaving

this sulent, strange man respond:

He spoke very gently and put out lis
hitnd ta her. C

She laid lier aivu in his stronig grasp,
and tiien instantly feit as if she luadj dune

Sonliething îvroîîg. But lie would mot ]et

itg gain. Drawiuig lier a little toward

hiln, lie turniec Sa tliat thiey couic' waik
togetiet. back ta the mois.

IlDii ,Jolin send yoii tis way 'i Hatv*e
YOu seeui hiiii V" site asked, faiteiughy.

"'No," said Vi)bardl. Il Froimu whlere 1

itapperied ta be, 1 tliouIlit I couid get here

8Ooier by walking over tlirougli Bartlett.

týesides, it was }îleasanteu' to coîue uîîy

O)wi wvaY instead of by i'ailroad."

"But iîow did you know ie 1

1I have neyer forgotten how you
iooked. And besides, tlîat ia"

WVith. a troubled impulse, Ida drew lie"
banud awvay frorn lis and snatched thie

blo()sa 10 out of heu' lnir, nueaniig ta

thirow theni nway. Tlien she liesitated,

'eeimig lier rutleness. Vibbnrd, îvhd huat

flot understood the nuovemuent, said'witlî
aL tane of deliglit:

"Won't you give theni tahie? Do you
relilember iow you wore timein in youu
hair one day, years ago'

I have reasans for not forgetting it,"
she answered with a inugh, feeling more
at her ease. "lWell, 1 ]lave spoiled this

buncli naw, but of course you nîay have
them."

H-e took thne fhowers, anid tluey walked

on1, talking more like aid frierîds. At thme

mlinent when thîls hnppened, Silvertliorn,

'who, whjîe waiting for anotlier train ta
arrive, hnd coule back ta the boause inl

8earch of Ida, passed an imitoa ft ittie or-

chard an a siope just beyond, which over-

looked. a bend in the road: f rom there he

gaw Ida give Vibbard the lihac spray. At

fimgt he scarceiy knew bis aid friend, and
the sight struck him, with a jealous pang

he bad neyer feit before. Then suddenly

lie saw that it wvas Vihbard, anîd would

have rusiiet down the siope to wveIcoine

hiln. But ]ike a detaining band upon

lîjîji, the reniembranice of his foolish quar-

rel withi Ida hield Ihuai back. Ile slunk

away secretly throughi the orcliard, into

the wVo<>is, and1( liuri'i'i ta nwiOt \ibbai'd

at a pijnt below the bjouse, where Iia

wvou]d have left hlmii.

11le ivas not disappointed. île gainîed

the spot in tinie, andi appea red to lie w alk-

i ng up froiin the iil), when 1we encou nteied

lus oit1 coinraidt' gouig sturdiiy towaiti it.

Nevertheiess, lie teit unic<iititahie uit the

tieception lie îVuIs usiiug. Tihey greeteti

ech other corhialiv, v'et cai feit a re-

straint thiat su rprised lii ii.

V ibb ard expiai ned li ow li e liauit corne.

An,,id 1 have seen id,'lie exciaimied

iliipettiotisi.¾ý with a gi<>w of l)leasu Uc.

Tmeu lie stop1ied in euuularrmassinemit. " Are

you going back thiat w yile itsked.
N4Lo,''satid tie o)thier, gloom ni iy. '' We'Ili

go over the river ta wviere 1 live."

Tliey took the patil in that directioin,

andt oit the way V'ibbardiv begail ex;>iain-

irig, litw lie bah arrailged lus I)r(perty.

It's just as well loit tg) go U) tii the

WuulwooIs, imitil Nve have inisled this,

lie said, pitrenilteti cal]y. A iti to tell you

the trutîl, Thiorny, it's il, iIuer busineCss for

me to be about, after I've beeu )lard at

work foi, sa lonig, serutpiiig togetlier wvlat

I've got. 1 shouldit hike people to know

about it, 1 catii tell you; auid 1 luever

woull dIo it for amuy mnan but you."

Formierly, Silverthormi hîid beeiî used

ta, this sort of biuntîiess, Imut now it irri-

tated im.i
"1Do yau mneau ta say," lie asked, "lthat

you would break your bargyaimu if it lind

been muade witlî any ouie besides niie?

Vibbard drew hlnself up proudly.

"1No, sir !" hie dechared, lu a cold tone.

1I keep my word whenever 1 hlave given

Silvertharn uttcred an oatb uuider bis

breath.


