
Ilis %v&ýy is 1always best. (I':. [t was a iniralj shûùuld attract. them"' (Geikie). .There is
discipline most necessary to those wvho were nothing to support the ver>' commun opinion
about to enter upon a long andl arditons cani- that these wvcre Jlying serpents. Isaiah (14:
eaign a&ainst the henthen. (2) It wvas a phys. 29; 30: 6) spcaks of such, but flot in reference
ica tratiiiig in the soldier>' virtues. (3) It to this plague. The flying lizard (.Draci

made the rest in Canaan ail the swveeter at last. volens) which bas a membrane betwecn its fore
5. Spake against God-( Ps. 78: i9). In and hind legs, like the flying sireis quite

1 Cor. Io: 9 their action -S called a tcnilpting harnless, and is flot fouit in the region in
of Christ. Men are said to tempt God wvben question. Satan, our arch.cneîay is called a
the>' put bis patience, fidelity or powver to the serpent (Rev. 12: 9; 2 Cor. Il: 3). Muoh
test (Acts 5: 9; Matt. 4: 7; Heh. 3: 9). We people of larael died-"l In the front uipper
are apt to blame God for the misiortunes of ijaofvenemous snakes are two teeth, much,
life, although these may reailly be the necessary logrthan the rest, called fangs, nt'lthe root
adjuncts of the course HIe has marked ont for of these are glands in »vhich poison is secreted.
u.s. There is littie excuse for unbelief in view Whcn the snake is cnraged, these fangs, wvhich
of numberless past mercies and fülfilled prom. at other times fold back upon the roof of thc
ises. Ingratitude forgets that the blessings mnouth, are projectcd, downwards. A groove
already received are pledges of continued good. extending fromn root to point, conducts the
ness. Discontent belittles the good thingi. in venom. from the glands into the wound.
hand, though the>' be priceless, because somen Mi'xing there with the blood it soon circul4tes
thing else is witheld which is b>' no mneans and causes death" (Class and Desk). The
essential to life, or well.bcing. Who amongst serpent, lithe and subtle, scarcely seen in the
us cari cast the first stone at Israel. Against twilight, creeping into the tent at night, quick
Moses-Their wvords wvere directed to Mýoses, at any moment, without provocation, to, use-its
but reailly arraigncd G od. The samne coin- poisoned tangs, has appeared the hereditary
plaints had been uttered on former occasions enemy of mankind. As the instrument of the
(Ex. 16: 3; 17:. 3>. This light brea.d- Tempter it wvas connected with the origin of
IlBread withont substance or nutritions quaI- humian misery; it appeared the cmbndied evii
it>'. The refutation of this calnmny appears wvhich from. the ver>' dust sprang forth to seek
in the fact, that on the str.-àigth of this food the evil.doer. The serpents that lurked in the
they performied for fort>' years so many and Israelites' way and darted sudclcnly upon theni
toilsome jourocys " (J. F. & B.) Num. Il: 7, are aiways felt to be the analogues of the su'b-
8. In I's. 78: 25 manna is called "angel's tie sins that pring on marn and poison his life.
food." A thankful spirit îvonld have approach- No ber) or balm to be found in the gardens
ed God differentl>' (Phil. 4: 6, 7). 1or fields of earth is an antidote to this poison;

II. Tiip PUNISHNIEN-r. 6. The Lord. nor cari the surgeon excise the tainted *flcsh, or
sent-This does not impi>' that the serpents destroy the virus b>' an>' brand of penance
wverc previously absent fromt that localit>', much i(Watson). " The truc, peculiar, pernicious,
less that they were specially created for the fler>' serpents wvcre their murrmuring disposit-
occasion, but that God made use of them as ion and complaints ngainst Jehovah ' (Lange).
the agents of bis discipline. Probab>' their, 1. We have sinned-The terrible pun-
numbers were unusually great and their venoin ishment shewed how deepl>' they had offended
cspecially fatal. We might similarly say that (;od (Ps. 78: 34: Isa. 26: r6; los. S.- 15).
God sent stornis to defeat the Spanisb armada " The evil cffects of sin made themn feel con-
and Russian coid to break the power of Napo- scions of their sin and its greatness. The real
Icon. Compare the destruction of Sodom and cvil is the sin, not the punishaient. But itis
the plagues of Egypt. Fiery serpenits-Su only b>' the punisliment that men realize the'
cailed cither fromn their culor or from, the effects evil of sin itself. We cannut hclp measuring
of their bite. The portion of the desert ini the judgment of an>' people a.s to the cvii ofsîn
which the lsraelites then were abonnds in yen- b>' the severit>' or.iightncss of the punishment,
emous reptiles of varions kinds, particularl>' the>' inflict on varions sins. And t he onl>' iay
lizarcls and scorpions As the people wore nu in svhich God cari impress tupon men theawtni
cuvcring upon their feet and legs, the>' wcre cvii uf sin is by its correspondîngl>' awful pun.
peculiarl>' exposed to their attack. "1Captain isbment. Therefore bie shows us bell." (Pelou.
Fraser tells us that 'aIl the Arabs sa>' there bet). Only when we sincerel>' repent cari ce
are fiying serpents here, three feet long, ver>' venture Io pray for forgivencss (Lev. 26: 40.42;
venemous, their bite deadly ; they have no; Prov. 28: 13; Isa. 55: 6, 7; Ezek, 33: 11, 12;
wings, but make great srngs' Mr. Churtun, ! John 1: 9). Pray unto the Lord-Other
when south-west of the dead sea, feUi in with instances of sinners requesting the prayers of
a large red-colored serpent, which came ont of1 godi>' men, Ex. 8: 8, 28; 1 Sam. 12: 19, 23;
a hoîlow tree, and was declared b>' the Arabs i Kings 13: 6; Acts 8: 24. For the dut>' sec
to be poisonous. Bruckbardt wvites: 'the ijob 42: 8; jas. 5: 16; 1 John 5: 16. Mose-s
sand showcd evcrywhere tracks of these rep-I was ever glad to respond tu this requcat.
tiles. My guide told me the>' wcre ver>' nu- III. TifE CuRE. 8. A flery serpent--
nerons in these parts, and the fishermen wcre An image of those that had bitten them, A
in sncb dread of themn that they put out their pole-R. V. "Ia, standard." Su that it might
file cach night before going to sleep, lest it ibe seen froni all parts of the camp. It is not
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